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ELGAAR PARISHAD 

Pune police 
search DU 
professor’s 
house in Noida 

SUSHANT KULKARNI 
&ARANYASHANKAR 

PUNE, NEW DELHI, 
SEPTEMBER10 


THE PUNE police Tuesday 
conducted searches at the Noida 
residence of Delhi University 
professor Hany Babu M T(45) in 
connection with their ongoing 
probe into the Elgaar Parishad 
case. 

A team from the Pune city 
police was at Babu’s house 
around 6.30 am and conducted 
searches until the afternoon. 
“Some electronic devices were 
seized during the search. Only 
search and seizure was 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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South Delhi Karol Bagh 
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‘Ashamed 8 Sorry’ 

Archbishop of Canterbury Reverend Justin Welby at the Jallianwala Bagh memorial in 
Amritsar on Tuesday. Rana SimranjitSingh REPORT, 


Frozen screens tell story: Vikram 
fell silent 335 m from the Moon 


JOHNSONTA 

BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 10 


DATA FROZEN on giant screens at 
the Mission Operations Complex 
at ISRO’s Telemetry Tracking and 
Command Centre early on 
Saturday are the basis on which 
the space agency has begun its 
analysis of the Vikram lander’s 
failure to soft-land on the Moon. 

The data suggest a failure in 
the “Fine braking phase” in the 
final part of Vikram’s journey (an 
altitude of 5 km to400 m), which 
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ISRO Mission Control display 
shows point when contact 
was lost 


EXPLAINED 


kicked in when the lander was 5 
km from the surface of the Moon. 

In its statement, ISRO said 
that “normal performance (of 
Vikram) was observed up to an 
altitude of 2.1 km”, and “subse¬ 
quently, communication from 
Lander to the ground stations 
was lost”. 

The frozen screens at mission 
control have shown that com¬ 
munication was lost when the 
lander was barely 335 metres 
(0.335 km) from the surface of 
the Moon. The screens show that 
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2 


Sitharaman on 
auto slump: 
Millennials 
wary of EM Is 

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala 
Sitharaman said Tuesday that 
the slowdown in auto sales can 
be traced back to a number of 
factors, including the transition 
to Bharat Stage VI emission 
norms, higher registration fees 
— and studies that point to 
millennials not wanting to 
commit to EMIs to buy a vehicle 
and instead preferring cab and 
Metro services. 

Speaking in Chennai, she said 
the government was “seized of 
the problem” and is trying “to 
solve it”. 

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2 
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UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL SESSION 

Pak using UN forum for 
malicious agenda: India 


J&K: Govt to buy apples 
directly from farmers 


Pak wants probe 
inJ&K, India 
says fabricated 
narrative from 
terror epicentre 

SHUBHAJITROY 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


HOURS AFTER Pakistan called on 
the UN Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC) to not remain “indiffer¬ 
ent” after India revoked J&K’s spe¬ 
cial status under Article 370, New 
Delhi Tuesday hit out at Islamabad 
for “misusing” the platform for 
“malicious political agendas 
under the garb of human rights”. 

Without naming Pakistan, 
India said this “fabricated narra¬ 
tive” comes from the “epicentre 
of global terrorism”, where 
“ringleaders were sheltered for 
years”. “This nation conducts 
cross-border terrorism as a form 
of ‘alternate diplomacy’,” 
Ministry of External Affairs 
Secretary (East) Vijay Thakur 
Singh said, while presenting the 
country statement at the 42 nd 
session of the UNHRC in Geneva. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


DAYS AFTER apple growers from 
Kashmir met Home Minister 
Amit Shah and expressed fears 
of massive losses this season due 
to restrictions on movement, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 


HARISH DAMODARAN 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


THE NATIONAL Agricultural 
Cooperative Marketing 
Federation of India (NAFED) has 
not bought a single kilogram of 
apples for the last three decades 
or more. 

“We did not have to, as this 
trade was always in private 
hands and the government 

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2 


has decided to oversee a 
centralised procurement of 
apples from the Valley. 

Sources in the Home 
Ministry said the government 
has decided to procure about 12 
metric tonnes of apples directly 
from local mandis in Srinagar, 
Anantnag and Baramulla. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 



Driving the 
economy 


WITH production worth 
Rs 8,000 crore, apple 
forms a crucial part of 
J&K’s economy. With a 
bumper crop, ensuring its 
marketing and a fair price 
has become a priority for 
the government. 


First time in 30 yrs, why 
NAFED faces challenge 
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ONE OF KERALA’S OLDEST SYNAGOGUES CRUMBLES IN RAIN DUE TO DISREPAIR 

The cultural and religious history of Kochi has been blemished with the collapse of one of Kerala’s oldest 
synagogues on Tuesday. The Kadavumbhagom synagogue in Mattanchery, believed to have been built in 
1200 AD, came down in a heap of rubble, propelled by overnight heavy showers 


VIDEO OF THE DAY 


FULL COVERAGE 



EXPRESS I 

India’s mob lynching 
problem 

In the wake of the Tabrez Ansari case, we 
examine why the accused in the case are 
not being charged with murder, how the 
phenomenon of mob violence with a 
communal angle is being tackled by the 
law and what could be done differently 


TUSSLE BETWEEN IPS, CAPF OFFICERS 

Ministry considers 
service rule relaxation 
for pay upgrade for 
CAPF officers 


FROM PAGE ONE 


Pak using UN forum for malicious agenda: India 


Earlier, Pakistan Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi asked the Council to 
constitute a commission of in¬ 
quiry, and allow unhindered ac¬ 
cess to rights organisations and 
the international media to 
Kashmir. Incidentally, Qureshi 
later referred to J&K as the 
“Indian State of Jammu and 
Kashmir". 

The latest war of words 
comes two weeks before the 
Prime Ministers of both coun¬ 
tries are likely to speak at the UN 
General Assembly in New York 
on September 27. 

In a separate development, 
India has objected to the refer¬ 
ence made to J&K in a China- 
Pakistan joint statement issued 
after Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi’s visit to Islamabad. 
India also referred to the China- 
Pakistan Economic Corridor in 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK) and asserted that it is “res¬ 
olutely opposed” to any actions 
by other countries to change the 
status quo in the region. 

In Geneva, meanwhile, MEA 
Secretary (East) Singh said that it 
is time to “call out” those who 
misuse the platform. “Those 
who are attempting this, speak 
on the human rights of minori¬ 
ties in other countries whilst 
trampling upon them at will in 
their own country. They cry vic¬ 
tim when they actually are the 
perpetrators,” she said. 

“One delegation has given a 
running commentary with of¬ 
fensive rhetoric of false allega¬ 
tions and concocted charges 
against my country. The world 


is aware that this fabricated nar¬ 
rative comes from the epicentre 
of global terrorism, where ring 
leaders were sheltered for 
years,” she said.Defending 
India’s decision on J&K, Singh 
said the recent measures fall 
within the framework of the 
Constitution and will ensure 
that progressive measures will 
be frilly applicable to “our citi¬ 
zens” in J&K and Ladakh. 

“These decisions were taken 
by our Parliament after a full de¬ 
bate that was televised and en¬ 
joyed widespread support. We 
wish to reiterate that this sover¬ 
eign decision, like other legisla¬ 
tions passed by Parliament, is 
entirely internal to India. No 
country can accept interference 
in its internal affairs, certainly 
not India,” Singh, who headed 
the Indian delegation, said. 
“Despite challenging circum¬ 
stances”, she said, J&K’s civil ad¬ 
ministration is ensuring basic 
services, essential supplies, nor¬ 
mal functioning of institutions, 
mobility and nearly full connec¬ 
tivity. 

In his speech earlier, Qureshi 
said: “Today, I have knocked on 
the doors of the Human Rights 
Council, the repository of the 
world’s conscience on human 
rights, to seekjustice and respect 
for the people of Kashmir.” 

He said: “We must not allow 
this august body to be embar¬ 
rassed on the world stage. As a 
founding member of this 
Council, Pakistan feels morally 
and ethically bound to prevent 
this from occurring.” 

Qureshi said that in order to 


do so, the body should not re¬ 
main indifferent to the situation 
that was unfolding. “We must 
act decisively and with convic¬ 
tion," he said. 

Responding to the state¬ 
ment, Indian diplomat Vimarsh 
Aryan called it “blatant misrep¬ 
resentation of facts and false 
narrative peddled by Pakistan in 
all its statements”. “This is an ill- 
disguised effort to advance its 
territorial ambitions. We reject 
this propaganda,” Aryan, First 
secretary at the Permanent 
Mission of India at the UN in 
Geneva, said. 

“Pakistan realises that our 
recent decision cuts the very 
ground from under its feet by 
creating obstacles in its contin¬ 
uing sponsorship of cross bor¬ 
der terrorism against India. In 
this desperate mind-frame, 
some Pakistan leaders have 
even gone as far as to call for 
Jihad’ and to encourage violence 
both inside Jammu and Kashmir 
and in third countries, in order 
to paint a picture of‘genocide’ 
which even they know is far 
from reality,” he said, referring 
to remarks by Pakistan PM 
Imran Khan and other leaders. 

While presenting India’s 
statement, Singh also spoke 
about the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) in reference to 
UN Human Rights chief 
Michelle Bachelet’s remarks 
that the exercise was creating 
uncertainty and anxiety among 
people. “It is a statutory, trans¬ 
parent, non-discriminatory le¬ 
gal process mandated and mon¬ 
itored by the Supreme Court of 


India. Any decision that is taken 
during the process of its imple¬ 
mentation will comply with 
Indian Law and will be consis¬ 
tent with India’s democratic tra¬ 
ditions,” she said. 

In New Delhi, responding to 
a question on the joint state¬ 
ment by Pakistan and China, 
MEA spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar said: “We reject the ref¬ 
erence to Jammu and Kashmir 
in the joint statement issued by 
China and Pakistan after the re¬ 
cent visit of the Chinese foreign 
minister. Jammu and Kashmir is 
an integral part of India." 

Kumar said: “India has con¬ 
sistently expressed concerns to 
both China and Pakistan on the 
projects in so-called ‘China- 
Pakistan Economic Corridor’, 
which is in the territory of India 
that has been illegally occupied 
by Pakistan since 1947.” He said 
that the parties concerned 
should cease such actions. 

The China-Pakistan joint 
statement said: “The Pakistani 
side briefed the Chinese side on 
the situation, including its con¬ 
cerns, position, and urgent hu¬ 
manitarian issues. The Chinese 
side responded that it was pay¬ 
ing close attention to the cur¬ 
rent situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir and reiterated that the 
Kashmir issue is a dispute left 
from history, and should be 
properly and peacefully re¬ 
solved based on the UN Charter, 
relevant UN Security Council 
resolutions and bilateral agree¬ 
ments. China opposes any uni¬ 
lateral actions that complicate 
the situation.” 


J&K: Govt to buy apples directly from farmers 


At a meeting with Shah last 
week, apple growers fromJ&K, 
along with panchayat mem¬ 
bers, had apprised him of the 
difficulties they were facing in 
taking their produce to mar¬ 
kets because of the restrictions 
imposed since the scrapping of 
the state’s special status under 
Article 370. 

While the National 
Agricultural Cooperative 
Marketing Federation of India 
(NAFED) will be the central 
agency in charge of procure¬ 
ment, payment will be trans¬ 
ferred directly to the apple 


growers’ bank accounts 
through Direct Benefit Transfer 
(DBT) route, sources said. 

“NAFED will complete the 
entire process of procurement 
through designated state gov¬ 
ernment agencies by 
December 15. Procurement 
will be done directly from gen¬ 
uine apple growers,” said an 
MHA official. 

The government will con¬ 
stitute a state-level price fixa¬ 
tion committee for fixing the 
procurement price based on 
the variety and grade of apple, 
as well as other incidental 


charges like packaging, trans¬ 
portation and storage. The 
committee will include a 
member of the National 
Horticulture Board, MHA 
sources said. 

A quality committee will 
also be set up to ensure proper 
grading of different varieties of 
apples. 

“The implementation and 
coordination committee at the 
state level will be chaired by 
the chief secretary. The 
Agriculture Ministry, Home 
Ministry and other central 
agencies will oversee the im¬ 


plementation of the scheme,” 
said a Home Ministry official. 

Sources said the J&K chief 
secretary has directed all 
deputy commissioners in the 
state to launch a sustained 
campaign to generate aware¬ 
ness among fruit growers 
about the Centre’s special mar¬ 
ket intervention scheme. 

He has also directed them 
to start the process of their reg¬ 
istration, giving their Aadhaar 
and bank account details, so 
that payment can be made di¬ 
rectly into their bank accounts 
within a period of 48 hours. 


DEEPTIMANTIWARY 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 

WITH THE tussle between IPS 
and Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF) officers over grant of bet¬ 
ter pay to the latter threatening 
to precipitate into an ugly battle, 
the Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) is considering a proposal 
that will momentarily grant re¬ 
lief to CAPF officers by partially 
acceding to their demands, it is 
learnt. 

The ministry hopes this will 
break the impasse over imple¬ 
mentation of Non-Functional 
Financial Upgradation (NFFU) of 
CAPF officers and save the gov¬ 
ernment from facing contempt 
proceedings in Supreme Court. 

The apex court had granted 
the benefit to CAPF officers and 
fixed September 30 as deadline 
for its implementation. 

Sources said the MHA has 
been given a proposal that to 
grant NFFU to all eligible officers, 
the ministry must make a one¬ 
time relaxation of recruitment 
rules. This should be done in or¬ 
der to ensure a majority of offi¬ 
cers, who genuinely deserve 
NFFU given their seniority, are 
not left out because of old re¬ 
cruitment rules that do not befit 
an organised Group A service. 

It has also been proposed 
that fresh service rules be 
framed, and which must come 
into force within a year. 

On September 5, Home 
Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla had 
held a meeting with senior offi¬ 
cers of CAPF cadre from BSF, 


ABHISHEKSAHA 

GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBER 10 


THE STATUS of every individual 
of a family in the final National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) can be 
seen online from September 14, 
NRC state coordinator Prateek 
Hajela said on Tuesday. The 
time-frame for excluded people 
to get the rejection order will be 
“announced shortly”, he added. 

“Whereas the final NRC pub¬ 
lication on August 31,2019 con¬ 
sisted only of supplementary 
lists, queries are being received 
about publication of results of all 


Kanpur: A foreign girl student at 
IIT-Kanpur accused a faculty 
member of “inappropriate con¬ 
duct”, prompting the institute to 
remove him immediately from 
his teaching responsibilities, the 
college said on Tuesday. 

“Last week, a complaint was 
filed by a girl student against a fac¬ 
ulty member for inappropriate 
conduct,” the institution said in a 
statement here. 

“The internal complaints 
committee of the institute started 
investigations under the Sexual 
Harassment of Women at 
Workplace Act following the 
Supreme Court guidelines. 
Immediately, on recommenda¬ 
tions of the panel, the faculty 
member was removed from 


CRPF, ITBP, SSB and CISF. This was 
the first time CAPF cadres were 
being given an audience by the 
Home Secretary. 

The MHA Additional 
Secretary and Joint Secretary of 
Police Division, which looks af¬ 
ter matters of paramilitary 
forces, were also present in the 
meeting. 

In the meeting, Bhalla, it is 
learnt, had taken a serious view 
of the tussle between IPS officers 
and cadre officers over NFFU. 
“The Home Secretary showed 
his concern regarding officers’ 
comments on social media re¬ 
garding non-implementation of 
NFU OGAS (organised Group A 
service status). He stressed that 
the MHA is serious about its im¬ 
plementation,” an official said. 

Bhalla, sources said, prom¬ 
ised that any decision would be 
taken only after considering all 
points of view. Bhalla is chairing 
the screening committee that 
will finalise the proposal for im¬ 
plementation of NFFU and pres¬ 
ent to the top court. 

Bhalla took stock of the 
progress made on this front and 
accepted proposals that till pend¬ 
ing amendment of Service Rules, 
a one-time relaxation for imple¬ 
mentation of NFU is necessary. 
The proposal also suggested that 
“OGAS/NFFU should be imple¬ 
mented in same manner as im¬ 
plemented/extended to other 
Organized Group ‘A’ Services.” 

The proposal argues that no 
benefit would accrue to officers 
on the basis of existing recruit¬ 
ment rules as directed by the 
MHA. 


members of a family irrespective 
of their involvement in the 
Claims and Objections process. 
The results for the complete 
family will be available for dis¬ 
play online from September 14, 
2019. This display will be avail¬ 
able only online,” Hajela said in 
a press statement said. 

“Queries are also received 
from the public about issue of cer¬ 
tified copies of rejection from final 
NRC...The process of collection of 
the orders passed by the NRC of¬ 
ficers is being carried out to en¬ 
able early availability of the same 
to the public to file appeals,” 
Hajela said in his statement. 


teaching responsibilities of the 
course in which the girl student 
was registered,” the institute said. 

The institute said it had a zero- 
tolerance policy against any “de¬ 
viant behaviour” and strict action 
would be initiated once the rec¬ 
ommendations of the panel were 
submitted. 

When contacted, Deputy 
Director Manindra Agrawal de¬ 
clined to disclose the nationality 
of the girl student. 

“In order to protect the iden¬ 
tity of the complainant as required 
by the law, the institute requests 
everyone, including media, to ex¬ 
ercise restraint and not to reveal 
any details about the complainant 
while reporting the incident,” the 
statement added.PTI 


NAFED 

didn’t think it necessary for us to 
intervene,” said an official from 
the nodal agency that procures 
oilseeds, pulses, copra, onion and 
cotton to deliver the minimum 
support price (MSP) declared by 
the Centre to farmers. 

But now, NAFED has been 
tasked with purchasing all the ap¬ 
ples that growers bring to sell at 
mandis in the Valley. A bumper 
crop, for which there would 
hardly be any private buyers with 
all the current movement restric¬ 
tions, makes it all the more chal¬ 
lenging. 

Jammu & Kashmir accounts 
for about 18 lakh tonnes (it) out of 
India’s total annual apple produc¬ 
tion of 23-24 it, which also in¬ 
cludes 4.5-5 it from Himachal 
Pradesh and 50,000-60,000 
tonnes from Uttarakhand. This 
year, the country’s output is pro¬ 
jected to touch 26 it due to good 
snowfall, with J&K alone harvest¬ 
ing 20 it or so. 

“We have been told to buy 
whatever is offered to us, though 
the indicative target is to procure 
12 it from the Valley. There is no 
MSP for apple. The state govern¬ 
ment will fix the procurement 
prices for different grades (A, B 
and C) and varieties. It is expected 
that we will pay 5 per cent more 
than the market price prevailing 
last year. The total cost of procure¬ 
ment operations is tentatively as- 
sessed at Rs 5,000 crore,” the 
NAFED official told The Indian 
Express. 

The J&K Directorate of 
Horticulture, Planning & 
Marketing would do the actual 
procurement, with NAFED taking 
delivery of the apples. “The pur¬ 
chases will start from September 
12 at four mandis — Shopian, 
Sopore, Parimpora (Srinagar) and 
Batango (Anantnag) — and we 
would add more centres as ar¬ 
rivals pickup,” the official said. 

Harvesting in Kashmir will 
start peaking only towards end- 
September. Currently, Royal 
Delicious apple is fetching an av¬ 
erage modal price of Rs 3,300 per 
quintal in Shimla, as against Rs 
7,800-7,900 at this time last year. 
That has mainly to do with a big¬ 
ger crop, likely in Kashmir as well. 

But for NAFED, the real chal¬ 
lenge lies in the very short prepa¬ 
ration time. “We opened our of¬ 
fice in Srinagar only late last week, 
while the order for procurement 
under the Centre’s market inter¬ 
vention scheme came to us at 
1:30 am on Tuesday. It leaves us 
with hardly much time to under¬ 
take registration of growers, col¬ 
lecting their Aadhaar and bank 
account details for making direct 
benefit transfer payment. Ideally, 
this process should have hap¬ 
pened at the time of flowering, 
but that option simply does not 
exist now,” the official said. 

NAFED has been asked to 
complete the entire procurement 
operation by mid-December. 
Payment to growers’ accounts is 
also supposed to take place 
within 48 hours of procurement. 

Pune police 

conducted and he (Babu) was not 
arrested. Video recording of the 
entire proceeding was done, rea¬ 
sons for the search were ex¬ 
plained to him in English, copy of 
seizure panchnama was given 
with his due acknowledgement,” 
said Bachchan Singh, DCP, Pune 
Crime Branch. 

“SSP of Gautam Buddh Nagar 
from UP Police was kept in the 
loop and Sector 49 police station 
officers and staff provided logis¬ 
tical support,” he said. 

According to the Pune police, 
the probe has allegedly revealed 
that Babu was in contact with 
Rona Wilson, who is an accused 
in the Elgaar Parishad case, and 
with G N Saibaba, another DU 
professor, who has been con¬ 
victed by a court in Gadchiroli in 
2017 for links to Maoist outfits. 

“Hany has not been named as 
accused in the case, yet. However 
we are investigating if has any role 



in the overall conspiracy we are 
probing,” said a senior police offi¬ 
cer. 

A professor of English in Delhi 
University, Hany has been associ¬ 
ated with the Committee for 
Release of Political Prisoners 
(CRPP), of which Wilson was also 
an office bearer. 

Pune police have claimed that 
the Elgaar Parishad, a conference 
held on December 31 in 2017 at 
Shaniwar Wada in Pune was sup¬ 
ported and funded by banned 
Maoist outfits. Police have also 
said that speeches delivered at the 
conference aggravated the vio¬ 
lence at Bhima Koregaon on 
January 1,2018. 

Babu told The Indian Express 
that the police were looking 
specifically for literature. “It was 
clear to us that they were after lit¬ 
erature and electronics. They 
checked each and every book on 
the bookshelf, whereas in cup¬ 
boards etc they gave a cursory 
glance. The intention is to intimi¬ 
date those who dissent or struggle 
for rights,” he said. 

Babu’s wife Jenny Rowena 
said the couple was awoken 
around 6:30 am by police. “They 
did not produce a search warrant. 
They just told us that they had 
come in connection with the 
Rona Wilson case. After six hours 
they said, you (Babu) are a suspect 
in the Bhima Koregaon case, and 
if anything from the material 
seized corroborates with the evi¬ 


dence, you will be arrested,” she 
said. Asked about the search war¬ 
rant, Pune Police Commissioner 
K Venkatesham said, “All the re¬ 
quired legal procedures were fol¬ 
lowed by the team.” 

Rowena said besides electron¬ 
ics like his phone, laptop, hard disk 
and pen drives, police also took 
two books - From Varna to Jati: 
Political Economy of Caste in 
Indian Social Formation by 
Yalavarthi Naveen Babu, and 
Understanding Maoists: Notes of 
a Participant Observer in Andhra 
Pradesh by N Venugopal. 

The Delhi University Teachers’ 
Association (DUTA) came out in 
his support “Not only has he been 
an outstanding teacher, but has 
been an active participant in 
struggles for academic freedom, 
democratic right, lawful and 
democratic functioning of the 
university, equal access to univer¬ 
sity education and social justice,” 
said DUTA President Rajib Ray. 

Vikram 

the green dot representing the 
lander started to deviate from 
the time its altitude was just 
above 2 km, and continued to de¬ 
viate before stopping at a point 
that was clearly below 1 km alti¬ 
tude, and somewhere near or be¬ 
low 500m. 

At that time, the module was 
still moving with a vertical veloc¬ 
ity of 59 metres per sec (or 212 
km/hr) and a horizontal velocity 



of 48.1 m/sec(or 173 km/hr). The 
lander was at that point around 
1.09 km from its designated 
landing spot on the Moon. 

As per plan, Vikram should 
have lost most of its velocity by 
the time it was 400 m from the 
surface of the Moon, and should 
have been hovering above the in¬ 
tended landing site—set to make 
a soft vertical descent at “walk¬ 
ing pace”. 

“Data received at mission 
control showed that the landing 
was going as intended until the 
2 km altitude. The communica¬ 
tion link was lost when the lan¬ 
der was a few metres from 
touchdown," a former head of an 
ISRO centre, who was at mission 
control on September 7, said. 

It is likely that touchdown oc¬ 
curred at a much higher velocity 
than the “stringent touchdown 
requirement of 5 m/s in vertical 
and horizontal velocity” or less, 
as specified by ISRO in the plan¬ 
ning phase. “In the final touch¬ 
down phase, the velocity should 
have been only 1 or 2 metres per 
second, something like a walk¬ 
ing pace,” the former senior ISRO 
scientist said. 

Early analysis suggests that 
Vikram began to experience a 
“high pitch rate” (spinning rate) 
after it attempted — around an 
altitude of 7 km—to manoeuvre 
into position to pick up images of 
the lunar surface in order to se¬ 
lect a place to land, the scientist 


said. 

Snatches of conversation that 
occurred in mission control 
among the mission director and 
the centres monitoring the pa¬ 
rameters of the lander through 
the landing process, also indi¬ 
cated that a glitch occurred in the 
final “fine braking phase” of the 
descent. 

“Please confirm the parame¬ 
ters,” mission director Ritu 
Karidhal radioed several minutes 
after the screens froze up indicat¬ 
ing loss of communication with 
the lander. “Braking ended at 
around two km,” was the mes¬ 
sage radioed back to control. 

The 15-minute process of re¬ 
ducing the velocity of the lander 
from 1680 m/sec (6048 km/hr) 
to zero m/sec was in the 13th 
minute when the screens at mis- 
sion control froze. Until that 
point, the Navigation Guidance 
and Control System—working in 
auto mode on the basis of final 
data fed into its systems (includ¬ 
ing data fed around four hours 
before the descent, at a distance 
of 30 km from the Moon’s sur¬ 
face) — had performed precisely 
to plan. 

A “rough braking phase” had 
reduced the velocity of the lan¬ 
der from 1680 m/sec to 146 
m/sec, when it was 7.42 km from 
the Moon’s surface—resulting in 
screens at mission control show¬ 
ing the mission was going as per 
“pre flight indications”. 



From 7.42 km to 5 km, the lan¬ 
der coasted in the “attitude and 
absolute navigation control 
phase”, reducing velocity almost 
to the intended 96 m/sec (346 
km/hr). Around 9.52 minutes 
into the landing operation, 
Vikram’s imager is understood to 
have been switched on. 

When ISRO Chairman K Sivan 
approached Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to convey the sta¬ 
tus of the mission after the loss of 
the communication link, he said 
“the telemetry link has been lost 
to the ground”. P Kunhikrishnan, 
the director of the U R Rao Space 
Centre, told officials that “they are 
getting data only from Madrid 
(ground station), no other 
telemetry links”. 

The braking thmst for reduc¬ 
ing the speed of the lander from 
1680 m/sec to the range of zero 
m/sec was being provided by four 
800 N liquid fuel engines (each 
having eight thmsters) on board, 
using new “throttleable technol¬ 
ogy" developed at ISRO. 

The lander was being guided 
to the surface of the Moon by an 
Inertial Navigation System on 
board, in which Vikram was tak¬ 
ing decisions by itself, without in¬ 
tervention from ground stations, 
on the basis of data obtained 
from cameras, sensors, and al¬ 
timeters on board. 

Auto slump 

Responding to a query on the 
industry’s argument that tax cuts 
on automobiles can boost de¬ 
mand, Sitharaman said: “That is a 
very fine argument to give and I 
agree, but it is also a tmth — and 
I am not negating anything that 
you are saying — that the auto¬ 
mobile industry in India did have 
its good times at least till one- 
and-a-half years ago, till two 
years ago. There was definitely a 
good upward trajectory for the 
entire automobile sector.” 

She said the sector has been 
impacted by a number of factors. 
“Now that’s why I periodically re- 
mind that the automobiles in 
particular and the components 
together, have been affected by 
several things, inclusive of BS-VI 
movement, inclusive of that reg¬ 
istration fee related matter, which 
we have deferred till June, inclu¬ 
sive of the mindset, some studies 
do tell us, the mindset of the mil- 
lennials who are now preferring 
not to commit an EMI (equated 
monthly installment) towards 
buying automobiles, but would 
consider taking (cab aggregators) 
Ola, Uber and everything else or 
take the Metro. So, (a) whole lot 
of factors are influencing the au¬ 
tomobiles sector,” she said. 

The sales of cars and utility 
vehicles witnessed the worst 
monthly decline in August, with 
domestic sales of passenger ve¬ 
hicles falling 31.6 per cent year- 
on-year to 196,524 units in 
August, according to data re¬ 
leased by the Society of Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers 
Monday — the lowest number 
since 1997-98 when SIAM 
started recording data. The 
Finance Minister said the auto 
sector has demanded a GST rate 
cut and the GST Council has to 
decide on that, she said. 

In other measures, while 
briefing reporters on the ‘100 
days of initiatives and decisive 
actions taken by the 
Government’, Sitharaman said 
the Centre has set up a task force 
to boost investments in infra¬ 
structure projects and was in the 
process of identifying the sectors 
which needed funding from the 
Centre. 

“Government spending has 
to be speeded up to boost con¬ 
sumption. The best spending (by 
government) will be on infra¬ 
structure. We have (already) an¬ 
nounced Rs 100 lakh crore and 
that is the amount which I think 
has to be speeded up for infra¬ 
structure related projects,” she 
said. (WITH PTI IN CHENNAI) 

FULLREPORTS ON 

www.indianexpress.com 



epaper indiane 


ss.com 


Final NRC status of 
individuals to be put 
online from Sept 14 


IIT-Kanpur teacher 
accused of ‘inappropriate 
conduct’ with student 
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POLICE SAY VEHICLE HIT SIDE OF FLYOVER 

2 dead as bike accident sends them 
flying off Yamuna Expressway 



EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

NOIDA, SEPTEMBER 10 


TWO MEN riding a Royal Enfield 
died after falling 30 feet 
from a bridge on the Yamuna 
Expressway early Tuesday morn¬ 
ing. The victims, Pallav Gaur (48) 
and Gaurav Chauhan (32), were 
heading to Noida from Agra when 
the accident took place at the 
‘zero point’, where the express¬ 
way ends. 

“We received information 
that two bodies were found by 
passersby near zero point. It ap¬ 
pears that the bike crossed the di¬ 
vider and rammed into the side 
of the flyover, flinging the two rid¬ 
ers off the bridge. Both were de¬ 
clared dead on arrival at a nearby 
hospital,” said an officer from 
Knowledge Park police station. 


Both men worked in the sales 
department of a private firm and 
were heading to Noida for work. 
While Pallav hailed from Agra, 
Gaurav was a resident of Aligarh. 

The family of one of the men 
alleged there was a delay in pro¬ 
viding them first aid. “It will take 


the death of a politician for au¬ 
thorities to wake up to this prob¬ 
lem. Every day, people die on this 
route but no changes are made. 
There is such a sharp turn at the 
end of the Expressway... It is hard 
for us to process what has hap¬ 
pened,” said Pallav’s son Ketan. 



The incident took place at 
zero point. Gajendra Yadav 


Gaurav is survived by his wife 
and a daughter, who is less than 
a year old. The bodies have been 
handed over to the family after 
post-mortem. The bike, owned 
by Pallav, had been purchased 
three months ago. 

The Yamuna Expressway has 


seen several accidents in the past 
few years. Last month, a Ford 
Endeavour skidded off the 
Expressway in Greater Noida at 
zero point, killing four IT profes¬ 
sionals and injuring five. The vic¬ 
tims were out for a drive in the 
new SUV when the incident took 
place. In April, eight people died 
and 24 were injured after a bus 
rammed into a truck at the 
Expressway early in the morning. 
The bus was allegedly speeding 
and the driver fell asleep. 

A safety audit of the Yamuna 
Expressway was conducted by 
HT-Delhi in August 2018 and sug¬ 
gestions were submitted to the 
Yamuna Expressway Industrial 
Development Authority in May 
2019. A few days ago, YEIDA di- 
rectedjaypee Infratech Limited to 
implement the changes to make 
the Expressway safer. 


Kickboxer alleges injured 
on purpose during practice 


Zookeeper attacked while trying 
to give water to Royal Bengal tiger 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


A 50-YEAR-OLD zookeeper at 
the National Zoological Park was 
attacked by an eight-year-old 
Royal Bengal tiger early Tuesday 
morning, said zoo officials. 

The incident took place 
around 4 am when zookeeper 
Fateh Singh and a contractual 
labourer went to give water to 
Rama, the tiger. 

“The tiger has been unwell 
since July and the zookeepers 
routinely visit it to keep an eye 
on the animal and give it water 
or food. At 4 am, when Singh 



The tiger has been unwell 
since July. Archive 


went to check on it, Rama sud¬ 
denly snapped and hit him on 
his right hand with its front paw 
from inside the cage,” said a 


source at the zoo. 

Singh was rushed to RML 
hospital where he received 
stitches on two fingers. He was 
discharged soon after. 

Rama, who was transferred 
from the Mysuru zoo in 2014, 
has been ailing since July, said a 
zoo source. 

“Rama stopped eating and on 
July 27, vet Dr Abhijit Bhawal was 
informed about its sickness. 
Treatment is on but it’s not do¬ 
ing too well. On Tuesday morn¬ 
ing, Rama snapped... since it is a 
carnivore, we have to be careful. 
Rama has not behaved in this 
manner in the past,” said the 
source. 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


A 17-YEAR-OLD girl, who claims 
to have represented Delhi in 
kickboxing, has filed a complaint 
against another kickboxer for al¬ 
legedly injuring her on purpose 
during a practice session at IGI 
stadium in January. 

The victim, Honey Goel, 
claimed that the 20-year-old ac¬ 
cused injured her so badly that 
doctors told her she won’t be 
able to pursue the sport in the fu¬ 
ture. An FIR was filed at IP Estate 
police station on September 7, 
since medical opinion was de¬ 
layed, said DCP (Central) 


Mandeep Singh Randhawa. 

Goel, a class XII student, 
told The Indian Express, “On 
December 24 last year, my elder 
brother and (the accused) got 
into an argument.” 

She said the accused later 
apologised to her brother, and 
asked her to practice with him at 
IGI Stadium on January 2. She 
claimed it was during practice 
that he injured her on purpose. 

Randhawa said, “No arrest 
has been made so far and we are 
investigating the matter... it’s an 
injury received during a profes¬ 
sional game.” 

Goel also claimed the ac¬ 
cused threatened her not to file 
a complaint. 
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PAY ADVANCE TAX ONLINE THROUGH OUR NET BANKING 
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* From 01.04.2008, e-payment of Direct Taxes is mandatory for all 
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Isift Punishable Offence 


Defacement of public property 
is punishable u/s 3 of 
The Delhi Prevention of 
Defacement of Property Act 2007 with 

One year’s imprisonment | Fine up to 1 50,000/- f 
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FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 100 TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL 



Arvind Kejriwal 

Chief Minister, Delhi 



Good Wishes of 

GANISH UTSfltf 

to Residence of Delhi 


"Let us all together save our life-giving 
Yamuna river from being polluted and 
immerse idols only at the places prescribed 
by Delhi Government instead of Yamuna/' 



Do not immerse in the River Yamuna. 

Immerse idots at the places prescribed bv Delhi Government. 

Click to view list of prescribed locations: 

httpi//efiivironment,4elbi9wt,nic.in I http://dpcc r (ielhif 0 vt.nicJn 
http://revenue, del hi.gov. in 


- Important instructions - 


Avoid using thermocoland plastic decorations. 


lVi not use Idols wade of POP and chemical 
colors, instead use only made of natural clay and 
food colors. 


Before immersion of idols, must remove the 
pooja material and collect it at the specified 
place. 


ATTENTION 


As per the directions of 
Hon'bie NGT, Rs 5000/- as Environment 
compensation be levied on violators 


Violators can also be punished under section IS of the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1988 which include 
imprisonment upto five years and / or fine which may he 
extended to Rs One Lac or with Both 



if Revenue and Department of EnvEoimment 
Government of NCT of Delhi 
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Delhi's air gets cleaner! 

POLLUTION DOWN BY 25% 



Year 

PM 2.5 Levels 

2012-14 

154 

2016-18 

115 


* Source: Central Pollution Control Board, Government of India 



Arvind Kejriwal 

Chief Minister, Delhi 


What Brought Down Pollution? 

24x7 electricity supply brought generator usage to near zero • 
Heavy fines on construction sites in violation of dust control norms • 
Implementation of Hon'ble Supreme Court's 'Graded Response Action Plan' • 

Closure of Rajghat and Badarpur Thermal Power Plants • 
Eastern-Western Peripheral Expressways reduced vehicular traffic • 

Increase in Green Cover in Delhi • 

... but Stubble Burning will increase 

Pollution Levels in November 

Pollution levels have come down in Delhi 10 months of the 
year. However, in the month of November stubble burning in 
neighbouring states causes serious pollution in Delhi. During 
this period Delhi implements the 'Graded Response Action 
Plan' as directed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court. We are now 
seeking your suggestions as to what additional measures 
can be taken by the Government of NCT of Delhi to protect 
people of Delhi from this pollution 


Email suggestions to deal with Pollution caused by Stubble Burning 
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WANTS BAIL CANCELLED 

Beaten up as a child, 20-yr-old knocks 
on SC door to keep father behind bars 


PRITAM PALSINGH 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


A 20-YEAR-OLD has moved the 
Supreme Court seeking bail can¬ 
cellation of his father, who is 
serving 10 years of rigorous im¬ 
prisonment along with his sec¬ 
ond wife for beating and leaving 
him with physical deformities. 

The couple was given bail by 
the High Court in August 2016 
on medical grounds, and were 
also allowed to travel abroad. 


Aggrieved by the High Court’s de¬ 
cision, the 20-year-old, who now 
lives with his grandparents, urged 
the Supreme Court through his 
counsel R K Singh that the delay in 
challenging the order be con¬ 
doned and his father’s bail be can¬ 
celled immediately. 

The apex court bench of 
Justice Indu Malhotra and Justice 
R Subhash Reddy has issued no¬ 
tice to the Delhi Police and the 
man’s father, seeking to know 
why bail should not be cancelled. 

As per court records, the 20- 


year-old was tortured for 10 
years by his father, former Army 
Major Lalit Balhara, and step¬ 
mother Preeti. The trial court 
had held the two guilty of beat¬ 
ing him and trying to kill him af¬ 
ter his mother, herself an Army 
captain, died in 2000. 

The man told the Supreme 
Court that the abuse began when 
he was only three years old. 
Advocate Singh told the top 
court: “Of late, baby battering in¬ 
cidents have raised their ugly 
heads in India.” 


“In Western countries, such 
offences against children by their 
parents are taken very seriously 
and harsh sentence are awarded 
to perpetrators,” the plea said. 

The youth’s counsel told The 
Indian Express that they will also 
seek cancellation of the step¬ 
mother’s bail. He was first 
brought to the hospital on April 
25,2002, at the age of three after 
he was allegedly fed insecticide. 
In the weeks and months ahead, 
he was repeatedly admitted for 
treatment of various injuries, 


ranging from fractures to a bleed¬ 
ing skull and smashed teeth. 

The Delhi Police had filed a 
chargesheet against the couple 
for attempt to murder in 2009, 
four years after the Delhi 
High Court ordered a probe into 
the case. 

Sentencing the couple in 
2012, the trial court judge had de¬ 
scribed them as “monsters and 
butchers” and had said that both 
the accused were “highly edu¬ 
cated and knew the distinction 
between right and wrong, lawful 


and unlawful” and yet they “sys¬ 
tematically and meticulously” 
continued with the crime. 

The court had given custody 
of the child to his maternal grand¬ 
parents in 2005. 

During trial, the boy had tes¬ 
tified before court that he was of¬ 
ten beaten, locked up in a room 
and denied food. 

Medical reports had held that 
he suffers from “battered baby 
syndrome”, with physical and 
neurological damage caused due 
to the abuse. 


In first for NSUI, presidential 
candidate from Purvanchal 

DUSU polls: ‘Modi bhakt’ records song for Cong students’ wing 


ARANYASHANKAR 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


CHETNA TYAGI is the first 
Purvanchali presidential candi¬ 
date of the National Students’ 
Union of India (NSUI) in the 
upcoming Delhi University 
Students’ Union polls on 
September 12, and the student 
body is leaving no stone un¬ 
turned to ensure her victory. 

To this end, NSUI, the student 
wing of the Congress, has roped 
in Bhojpuri singer Hemant 
Harjai for a campaign song 
specifically seeking votes for 
Tyagi. “Chetna Tyagi baari ad- 
hya1<shpad ke ummeedwarho, bi- 
joi banahiye milke UP-Bihar ho 
(ChetnaTyagi is the presidential 
candidate this time, students of 
UP and Bihar come together to 
make her win),” go the lyrics. 

Harjai told The Indian Express 
that he recorded the song as 

_ BRIEFLY 

HC lets teen 
rape victim 
abort foetus 

New Delhi: The Delhi High 
Court has allowed a 
teenage rape victim to 
abort her 23-week-old 
foetus. It said the minor is 
not in a position, physi¬ 
cally and mentally, to 
carry on with the preg¬ 
nancy. 

Good response 
to policy: DDA 

New Delhi: DDA said its 
land pooling policy has 
received an encouraging 
response, with the area 
of land pooled standing 
at 6,407 hectares on 
September 6. 

Truck fined 
Rs 1.41 lakh 

New Delhi: The driver of 
a truck, bearing a 
Rajasthan registration 
number, was fined Rs 1.41 
lakh for overloading in 
Delhi Monday. ENS 


Chetna 
Tyagi is 
theNSUI’s 
presidential 
candidate 


Tyagi was related to a friend of 
his, and did not take any money 
for it. He has previously recorded 
several songs in praise of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi during 
the Lok Sabha polls, and is a self- 
declared “Modi bhakt”. 

In the roughly two-minute 
clip doing rounds of WhatsApp, 
Harjai asks students to vote for 
‘Purvanchal ke bed’ Chetna Tyagi 
in the DUSU elections to “bring 
pride” to the region. 

NSUI national media in¬ 
charge Neeraj Mishra told The 
Indian Express, “We contacted 
Harjai as he is close to one of our 
state presidents. Chetna’s mater- 


OVER A100 Delhi University stu¬ 
dents have written to the Prime 
Minister against a high-rise 
building set to come up near 
North Campus. The letter, writ¬ 
ten on September 3 and signed 
by 103 students, says the build¬ 
ing will compromise their safety. 

“Construction of high-rise 
residential structure in campus 
area would be detrimental to de¬ 
velopment of our university... it 
would directly infringe upon pri¬ 
vacy of the women’s hostels in 
close proximity to the land, and 
would prejudice security of stu¬ 
dents...,” the letter states. 

Miranda House women’s hos¬ 
tel, PG Women’s hostel, 
Meghdoot Hostel, and CIE hostels 
are close to the land next to 
Vishwavidyalaya Metro station 
where the building is set to come 
up. The tussle between a private 
builder and DU has been going on 
for years. After two pleas were dis¬ 
missed in 2012 and 2015, the uni¬ 
versity filed a plea in the Supreme 


nal side is from UP’s Faizabad, 
which is in the Purvanchal belt. 
Since this is the first time we are 
fielding a Purvanchali candidate 
on the post of president, we 
adopted this (song) as a strategy.” 

He said the last time NSUI 
fielded a Purvanchali candidate 
was Karishma Thakur in 2013, 
but that was for the post of sec¬ 
retary. Thakur was the only NSUI 
candidate to win that year. 

“Since DU’s inception, people 
from Eastern UP and Bihar have 
been coming to DU. This song is 
specifically made keeping them 
in mind,” he said. “This is not 
about regionalism: a linguistic ap¬ 
proach is taken by all political par¬ 
ties to connect with people. We 
are also using this linguistic tool.” 

Harjai said he wanted Tyagi 
to win DUSU, but nationally he 
supports Modi: “I have written 
5-7 songs about him which are 
on YouTube, and I did it for free. 
I am a Modi bhakt..." 



It is set to come up near 
Vishwavidyalaya station 


Court, which is pending. Recently, 
the North Corporation granted 
approval to the building plan. 

“Who will ensure safety, sanc¬ 
tity of university campus if this 
building is built?... Environment 
clearance is under challenge and 
SLP is pending,” said Bipin Tiwari, 
deputy dean (works). 

North body commissioner 
Varsha Joshi said they followed 
mles while granting permission: 
“There were some technical 
changes in the builder’s previous 
application dictated by the new 
building bylaws being notified... 
The builder made necessary 
amendments, applied afresh 
and was granted permission. 
There’s no stay from any court 
against the construction.” 


DU students oppose 
high-rise in North 
Campus, write to PM 

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 




The 34-acre plot was granted free of cost on a 99-year lease to DU by the Roshanpura Gram 
Sabha to establish quality education institutes for youngsters in the area. Gajendra Yadav 


Allotted 30 yrs ago, land for 
DU campus in Najafgarh 
houses just a boundary wall 


SUKRITA BARUAH 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


POOJA VERMA(24), a resident of 
Najafgarh’s Shyam Vihar, travels 
two hours daily to reach her col¬ 
lege in Kalkaji. Barely 100 metres 
away from her family’s home lies 
an empty plot of land, which has 
been awaiting construction of a 
Delhi University (DU) campus 
for the last 30 years. 

Youth from Najafgarh, in the 
rural and semi-urban outskirts 
of South West Delhi, have 
few higher education options. 
Bhagini Nivedita College, a DU- 
affiliated women’s college in Kair 
village with limited course op¬ 
tions, is the only higher educa¬ 
tion institute in the vicinity. 

Once Pooja completes her 
classes at Guru Gobind Singh 
Indraprastha University-affili¬ 
ated JIMS around 4.30 pm, she 
makes the long journey home 
and reaches by around 7 pm. 

“Many students here travel 
around two hours to go to col¬ 
lege. It’s difficult, especially for 
us girls, as we get back late. The 
area is desolate, and it gets dark 
by the time we get back in the 
winters,” she said. 

The area houses a sprawling 
plot of land, allotted to DU in 
1989 to build colleges and a cam¬ 


pus, which has been lying empty 
ever since. The 34-acre plot was 
granted free of cost on a 99-year 
lease to DU by the Roshanpura 
Gram Sabha to establish quality 
education institutes for young¬ 
sters in the area. But the only 
thing constructed so far is a 
boundary wall. 

This July, in response to a Lok 
Sabha question posed on plans 
for a western campus for the 
varsity, the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development stated, 
“Delhi University has informed 
it has decided to construct a 
college on a piece of land meas¬ 
uring 83 bighas and 19 
bighas (16.79 acres) at village 
Roshanpura, Najafgarh. It has 
also initiated the process to ap¬ 
point CPWD as PMC (Project 
Management Consultant) to 
construct the college...” 

It also stated that as per the 
proposal, the duration of con¬ 
struction activity is expected to 
be approximately four years. 

Last Tuesday, the Delhi High 
Court also directed DU to build 
the college “as early as possible” 
depending on “availability of 
budget”. It had been brought to 
legal attention by a petition filed 
by the Najafgarh Senior Citizens’ 
Association in October, 2017. 

The plot is surrounded by 
agricultural fields on two sides, 


while the other sides are sur¬ 
rounded by closely built 
houses, restricting vehicular 
access. 

In2003, the DU Estate Officer 
wrote to the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) requesting a 
50-ft wide approach road to 
facilitate constmction. 

DDA responded in a letter 
dated November 26,2003, ask¬ 
ing that the location of the re¬ 
quired road be specified. The re¬ 
quest was not responded to. 

The question of this ap¬ 
proach road has been cited as 
the reason for the prolonged de¬ 
lay in beginning constmction. 

The High Court had directed 
the Centre and the National 
Highways Authority of India to 
make the approach road once 
constmction of the college be¬ 
gins, stating, “There cannot be 
any existence without there be¬ 
ing any college...” 

“That there is only one col¬ 
lege in the entire stretch span¬ 
ning Nangloi, Bawana and 
Najafgarh shows the govern¬ 
ment has failed the rural 
youth’s educational needs. This 
extended delay betrays a seri¬ 
ous lack of willpower in this re¬ 
gard,” said Kartar Singh, 
General Secretary of the 
Najafgarh Senior Citizens’ 
Association. 


JNUSU: Election 
panel gets notice 

New Delhi: TheJNU administration summoned all 
members of the Election Committee Wednesday, 
accusing them of violating the Lyngdoh 
Committee Regulations in the students’ union 
polls. A notice was sent to each member, an EC 
member said. Two pleas in this regard are pending 
in the Delhi HC, to be heard on September 17. 

Grievance Redressal Cell Chairperson Umesh 
Kadam, in the September 9 notice, accused the 
EC of not giving representation to all Schools and 
Special Centres in the elections, publishing final 
list of candidates without “proper verification of 
academic arrears of all candidates”, verification 
of attendance records and vetting from the proc¬ 
tor’s office. “EC members have been called at 10 
am Wednesday... We are being intimidated,” 
claimed an EC official. Kadam did not respond to 
calls and texts seeking a comment. ENS 

Worker injured at DJB site 

New Delhi: A labourer was injured after a portion 
of a mud wall fell on him during repair work of a 
water line Tuesday. The incident took place at a 
Jal Board site in Shastri Park. The man was taken 
to hospital and is stable. DCP (North East) Ved 
Prakash Surya said, “We have filed a case of neg¬ 
ligent conduct with respect to pulling down or 
repairing buildings.” DJB chairman Dinesh 
Mohaniya said “repair work was given to a con¬ 
tractor, the men were employed by him...” ENS 



National Institute of 
Technology, 
Uttarakhand 


Applications are invited for Hiring of 
Teaching Associate (Counsellor) 
Advt. No.9/2019: Hiring of Teaching Associate 
(Counsellor) on contract. 

The complete details can be downloaded from 
our website www. nituk . ac.in . 

Date: 11.09.2019 Registrar 

Temporary Campus: Government ITI, 
Srinagar (Garhwal)-246174 (Uttarakhand) 
Phone: 01346-257432; 

Email: nituttarakhand@gmail.com 



Mi. 




SOUTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 


SOUTH ZONE 

PUBLIC NOTICE 


All public is hereby informed that encroachment on Public 
Land/Government Land is an offence under Section (321) of 
DMC Act, 1957 and as per orders of Supreme Court dated 
02.09.2019 passed in W.P. (C) No, 13029 of 1985 titled 
"M.C. Mehta UOI &Or$.' 

The General Public is hereby directed to remove all types of 
encroachments from Public Land-Government Land forthwith, 
Thereafter, extensive encroachment removal actions/ 
prosecution action U/s 321/481/466-A of DMC Act against the 
violator/offondarg will bo taken without any further notice and 
items so placed on Public Land/Goverriment Land will be seized 
at the cost of enc roacher. Ordered by 

FLO, No. 5B/0 PI/South/2019-20 Py, Commissioner/South Zone 



Web: www.ueppcb.uk.gDV.in 
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Personnel on watch at Kudesia ghat. Tashi Tobgyal 


New job for CRPF 
men: Stopping idol 
immersion in Yamuna 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


CRPF PERSONNEL from Jammu 
and Kashmir and other parts of 
the country are manning ghats 
in Delhi this year to prevent im¬ 
mersion of idols in the Yamuna 
during Ganesh Chaturthi. 

Stationed on the banks of the 
river near ITO Tuesday, the per¬ 
sonnel said they were called in 
by Delhi Police to help maintain 
compliance with immersion 
norms. Shivesh Mishra (28), a 
CRPF jawan, said, “My battalion 
was in Srinagar for the past six 
months and we have just come 
to Delhi. We are asking people to 
immerse their idols in sites des¬ 
ignated by authorities.” 

The National Green Tribunal 
had in 2015 banned immersion 
of idols made out of non- 
biodegradable material, such as 
plaster of paris, along with other 
puja material in the river. 

This year, authorities have 
made artificial ponds at nearly 
130 sites across Delhi to im¬ 


merse idols. Troops stationed on 
the banks of the Yamuna have 
been directing people to use 
these sites. 

There have been some in¬ 
stances of people arguing with 
the troops after being denied 
permission, but CRPF personnel 
said proper compliance with 
rules is largely seen. 

“Back in Srinagar, there was 
a threat to our personal security 
24 hours a day... things are much 
calmer and warmer here,” 
Mishra said. 

Ranjan Pandit (26) said he 
was stationed in Chhattisgarh 
before being posted to Delhi. “I 
was in a forest area; in that re¬ 
gion, there are different prob¬ 
lems such as frequent attacks on 
our troops. Coming from there, 
Delhi seems peaceful right now, 
but we’re just following orders. 
If they want us to go somewhere 
else tomorrow, we will.” 

Aditya Kumar (32), who was 
stationed in Kashmir earlier, said 
people in the capital have largely 
been friendly, and “respectful of 
different religions and cultures”. 


HARYANA STAFF SELECTION COMMISSION 

BAYS NO. 67-70, SECTOR-2, PANCHKULA-134151 
Phone No. 0172-2586501, Website: www.hssc.gov.in 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

Reference Haryana Staff Selection Commission’s Advt. 
No. 11/2019 and others connected corrigendum’s which 
were published in Various Newspapers and also available on 
HSSC Website i.e. www.hssc.gov.in for inviting online appli¬ 
cations for the various posts. 

It is notified for the information of the General Public that 
keeping in view the convenience of the candidates, Haryana 
Staff Selection Commission has decided to provide one 
more chance to apply online application form against Advt. 
No. 11/2019. Accordingly the candidates who could not apply 
earlier, may now apply through the URL address 
http://adv112019.hryssc.in/StaticPages/homePage.aspx 
as already given in the Advertisement from 24.09.2019 to 
30.09.2019 till 11.59 P.M. Thereafter, website link will be dis¬ 
abled. The last date for deposit of Fee will be 04.10.2019. 

Other terms & conditions of Advertisement No. 11/2019 
will remain the same. 


NOTE: The above Public Notice is available on the 
Commission’s website i.e. www.hssc.gov.in. 


Place: Panchkula 
Dated: 10.09.2019 

78614/HRY 


Sd/- 

Under Secretary, 
for Secretary, Haryana Staff 
Selection Commission, Panchkula 


J. K. INVESTO TRADE (INDIA) LIMITED 

(CIH: U^HagMH !947J-'LCDn5733|i 

Ragisler-ed OfTc-c: Nt'w Hind House, 1. H. M, Mang, Ballard Estate, Murnbar- 400 001 
fcmail: ikltikA raymorvd.ln Website: www.fklnvesta.com 
Phone: €22-22606000 Fax; 022-226200^2 

NOTICE 

NOTIC6 is hereto that the Naliona: Com parry LaATrixTaJ (NCtJ) corn^sneo Meenng 

(the Meeting") will be heldal KilachandConte-eace Rcot ,2' : Fkmr. Building IMG 
■Marg, Churchgate, Mumbai - *oo Q£Q w Tuesday 15f- dav October, ?o 19 at Z ,COp m- as 
direcled ay :1s orde r August 23, 20 19 to transad the business as set out in the Notice oF 
NCLT convened Mecijn0.nh<Notee':idai.eci August 30 2QT9, me said NaikKeJongwiin 
Rimy Form and Attendance Slip has tee n cispatd-ed to all the Members at their regalefed 
addresses or cmaii-ids on Tuesday, Scplembcr 10.2019 and Ihe same is also available on 
the website of Ihe Ccmaar.y at wrrtv.^irwstojcom. The Kot-ee cflhe IMeelrg is also availaDie- 
on ihe website o< Central Depository Services. {India} Unnlcd [CDSL) at 
Yew.evtytirgmdia.tcrn. 

A Member entitled to attend and vote .-.1 the Meeting a ant tied 1o appoint a prosy 1o atteno 
and vote instead oi himsatMieraairaod Ihe FXoKy need not be a Mamba* o4 the Company. 
Proxies, horde* to fie eftecritne. sv>;ld be deposited at the Regslered Office of the Company. 
dJy completed arid signed, not less than 43 hours betas ihe ecntmencamenl of the Meetwy 

In compliance w :h provisions oi Section 103 of the Companies Act, 2013 read vdlh Rule 20 
o\ the Companies tMans^rftfnt and Anminis,1i ahctn| Rules, 2014, as amended (mpm t/rifi 
to lime and Secretarial Standard an General Meetings issued by The IrsUrorle oF Company 

Seereianes nt inciia 

a;. 1 he Company ® ixovidirig remote e-yobng laeiiily le its Members lecast tfieii vote by 
electronic means on the Ftesdution sat out in the Notice. 

b) Day, Dale and lime of commencement : Saturday, October 12,2019 (Ifl.QQam) 

efasrtaee-vciieg (1ST) 

c) Day. Dele and lime at end 01 renwtB : Monday. October 14.2019 {5 00 u,m.) 

e-voting (1ST) 

d) Cut-oifdate : Octotier£s8,30 T9 

e) AnypH^cnwhu actiiires ghatiftSCf the Cemsparryerdbeopmesa Member{itihe-Compony 
after Ilia dispatch or Notice and hukls sF a/ers as on Itiu ‘cu’-otf date i.e October Q6 2019 
should follow the Instructions tar E-voting asment o-oed n Nate No 21 otiheNniiee, in 
cased Liny queries, this shareholder may also ccfilad the Registrar 1 Trans ter Agent 
mb. lyii'a. Unk Intime India Prwate Limited arvt nrriar Hie necessary Login-Id and n,ssswotfd 

tj T nfi Mfinrt^ers who wrl on ahenrlrv: the F7eet re an-d whn have net cast their'.'ole ihrout^t 
remotu u-™iingsFiall be abletu e*.ar-sse Iheir voting rigFits a: the Meeting The'ac 1y 
ftir uollng through ballnt >' polling papsr shall be made available at the venue ofths- 
Meeting 

g) The Firtembers are sequeslad to Tote that: 

i Remote e-uobrrg rvodule shall be disabled by CDSL Ibr voting after 3.00 p.m. on 
Monday, Octotta 1 14,2019 

ii. The Members rtho haye Plreadytasl IFieir velo Ihrough remote e-vtxi-’ig may altaid 
the Meeting b_rt shall NOT he entitsed to cast the ■ vote again at the fyieehng. 

i i. Me mbers halting shares in physical or indemateralizedlorm as on OctoberOtl. 
2019, shaH only be entittedte avail ihe facstyof remote e-wrthg Oft voting Ihmosh 
ballot / polling paper at the Meeting. 

Farany query or grieuarces in relation Ic e-vahne Members may write 1o ,* contact Srm. San 
LaU. Senior As&OCdte, Client Regions Qurporato Registry. Link Inlime India P"ivele 
Limited. C 1Q1 24 / Park. L.S.$. Ma«j, Vikhmh I West) Mumba - 4D(K)HS, Ph. No . 
022-45186200or emiii: rrit.hatjdeek?!' 1 irikTtTrin.cO.in OR Shn Mifeesh Diiwani, C-crripany 
•Secretary, J. K. InvesloTrade (India) Limited. New H nd House,N. U. Marg. Ballard 
Estate Mumbai 400 001 Ph. NO.022‘22fiflSC00bremaif: jktlB® rayfflOrtd.in 

Shri Pritvaan Seen a Pracbchg Gna^Hied Accountant has b^n appointed as ■ ne Scrutinize' 
tar ouerseeingi'coiviuclr^ me female e-vdlfv} and s>:- pfocess m a lair end ergnspstient 

manner 

The Scmrintzar shall submit a cansdicaled Scrutinizer's Report of the total votes cast in 
iav«ur of or against, n any, wiffvr 2 days ailer ih& itandustat of Ihe Meeting to the Chairmen 
era person authorised by hirr: The Chairmen, or arty-other person auTcrised bythe Chsirr an. 
shall declare the resell 01 the voling fomr^lh. The Results dcdarco, ateng wtlh She 
Strutinizers Report, sha i be displayed at the Reg stered Office of the Comoany and also 
be pfcacct) on Ihe Company's websii.e s.nd cm tec wctsiie or CdSl. 

Sdf- 

Mumbai Sancesh Naiayancas Mistry 

5oplB*itbot 10,2018 Chairperson appointed for the Moctl ng 
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Autistic kid picked through draw 


Delhi govt begins work 
to improve infra, get 

of lots, school denies admission more beds at hospitals 


Man dies of heart attack 
after traffic stop, probe on 


Child rights body issues showcause to DPS Dwarka, says admit 6-year-old 


SUKRITA BARUAH 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 

A PROMINENT city school has 
denied admission to two chil¬ 
dren with special needs who 
were allotted the school through 
the education department’s 
draw of lots process, stating that 
it is not “feasible,” given the ex¬ 
isting infrastructure in the school. 

All city schools recognised by 
the Directorate of Education are 
required to reserve 3% of their to¬ 
tal seats at entry-level classes for 
children with special needs 
(CWSN). These seats are filled 
through a centralised draw of lots 
by the education department. 

A six-year old boy with autism 


had been allotted a seat in the KG 
class at Delhi Public School, 
Dwarka, through the sixth round 
of draw of lots on July 18. In a let¬ 
ter dated July 29 to the education 
department, the school said his 
admission, along with that of an¬ 
other CWSN applicant who had 
been allotted a seat at the pre¬ 
school level, was not “feasible”. 

“It is to inform you on the sub¬ 
ject that both children were 
called to school for necessary 
medical examination and evalu¬ 
ation by our school doctor and 
counsellor and it was recom¬ 
mended by them that main- 
streaming of the children is not 
possible keeping the existing in¬ 
frastructure of school in view,” 
read the letter signed by the 


school’s principal. The principal 
could not be contacted despite 
repeated attempts. 

In a February circular, the ed¬ 
ucation department had laid 
down grounds on which a school 
may reject a candidate selected 
through draw of lots: Non-sub- 
mission of valid proofs of date of 
birth, residence and income or 
disability: mismatch between 
online details and documentary 
evidence: and duplicate entry. 

When contacted, the mother 
of the six-year old boy said: “A 
separate category has been cre¬ 
ated for these children, but admis¬ 
sion is not being given and seats 
will remain empty. If the school 
doesn’t have infrastructure, why 
was it listed as an option for chil¬ 


dren with special needs?” 

The boy is currently studying 
in a private pre-school which 
does not have classes beyond KG. 
“We wanted to get him admitted 
to a full-fledged school this year 
or we will have to go through the 
entire struggle to get him admit¬ 
ted in Class I next year,” she said. 

The school has also been 
pulled up by the Delhi 
Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights."... no such reason as 
stated by the school stands ac¬ 
ceptable on any ground... 
Keeping in mind the welfare of 
students, the commission directs 
you to show a cause for such de¬ 
nial of admission and duly admit 
them,” read a showcause notice 
to the school. 


SALUTE THE SOLDIER 


JL 

V* 


MAJ 

HARBHAJAN 
SINGH, MVC 



We salute and pay homage to our beloved and 
gallant martyr Maj Harbhajan Singh, MVC 
who made the supreme sacrifice in the highest 
traditions of the Indian Army, while defending 
the nation against Chinese aggression during 
the Nathula Operations on 11 Sep 1967. We, 
the Akhaura Tigers are proud of his bravery 
and his act of heroism will always inspire the 
paltan to emulate the example set by him. May 
the soul of this brave martyr rest in peace. 

CO & ALL RANKS OF 13 MECH INF 
(18 RAJPUT) 

"AKHAURA TIGERS" 

We salute and pay homage to our beloved and 
gallant martyr Nb Sub Raghav Prasad 
Pandey, SM, who made the supreme sacrifice 
in the highest traditions of the Indian Army, 
while defending the nation against Chinese 
aggression during the Nathula Operations on 
11 Sep 1967. We, the Akhaura Tigers are 
proud of his bravery and his act of heroism will 
always inspire the paltan to emulate the 
example set by him. May the soul of this brave 
martyr rest in peace. 

CO & ALL RANKS OF 13 MECH INF 
(18 RAJPUT) 

"AKHAURA TIGERS" 

-iS.ii.id6d-ii.6d.SM2- 

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers and 
cherishes the valiant act of the braveheart, 
LNK/GD Arjun Das of 19th Bn SSB who made 
the supreme sacrifice of his life for Nation in the 
line of duty. On 11th Sept. 2002 while 
performing escort duty in Baramula district 
(J&K) with National Conference candidate, 
militant attacked escort vehicle with burst fire. 
The gun battle continued for 30 minutes and 
during the course of fire one bullet hit in the 
head of LNK/GD Arjun Das. LNK/GD Arjun Das 
succumbed to the bullet injury and attained martyrdom. 
His gallant act will continue to inspire us all. 

We salute the valor and supreme sacrifice of the brave soldier. 
SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL 


NB SUB 
RAGHAV 
PRASAD 
PANDEY, SM 



LANCE 
NAIK/GD 
ARJUN DAS 


TT^T folMUM THT 

*Mofl ZToR “ift”, cblW.cK-1, 

^cTCT-21, qcrtWJT, 3T^^nr, C^r.), 492002 
website- www.markfed.cg.nic.in Email Id; mf_ctrlroom_raipur@gov.in 
sF./foPT./STR ifRcl*4/2993/2019 ^.TT.3T.^T, ^414, 09.09.2019 
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NORTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 


OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (M-tt) KPZ 
SHAKTI NAGAR EXTN. DELHI-1100 52 

N l.T No. EE(M-ll)KPZ/TC/2Q19-2Q/26 Dated:-05.09.2019 

N OTICE INVITING TENDE R 

Date of start for sale of Tender Document : 05.09.19 upto 13.01 PM 
Last date of download of Tc nder Document : 27.09.19 opto 12 :CG PM 
Last date of Bid Submission : 27.09.19 upto 12:15 PM 
Opening of Financial Bid : 27 09.19 al 12:30 PM 
SN.1 Name of Work: imp.'Stg of roads by providing and laying 
bituminous concrete pavement in Roop Nagar at Ward No. 78N/KPZ. 
S/Head: Main Entry road from GT Road near 1/5 Bangtow road and 
adjoing Head of A/C:XL-Vltl-S(d) Tender Amt. (Rs,): 90,91,236/- 
Estimated Amt. (Rs): 09,99.600/- Earnest Money (Rs): 161650/- 
Time of completion: 3 months. Rates hold: 6 months Cost of tender 
1000/- F.T. C. code: 14/66/XL/V111-S/(d) 

SN.2 Name of Work: Fmp./Dev. of lanes by providing bituminous 
Concrete in C-Block Rana Pratap Bagh in 76N/KPZ. Head of A/C 
:XL-VIII-S[d) Tender Amt. (Rs.): 34,14.654.'- Estimated Amt (Rs.): 
37,55,900/- Earnest Money (Rs.): 68300/-Time of completion: 
3 months. Rates hold: 6 months Cost of tender 500/- F.T.C. code: 
14/66/XL/VI I l-S/(d) 

SN.3 Name of Work: imp./Stg of road connecting main road Model 
Town-H and Model Town-Ill in front of Agarwal Dharamshala and 
adjoining lane roads of D-1Q, 11 and 14 block by pdg. Dense carpeting 
in C-77N' KPZ from G-3/22 to Sr. Sec School and adjoining road in C- 
Block in Model Town by pdg. bituminous concrete in C-77N/KPZ Head 
of A/C XL-VIII-Sfd) Tender Amt. (Rs.): 37,65,017/- Estimated Amt. 
(Rs .): 40,71,000/- Earnes t Mo ney (Rs.) : 7 530Q/-TI me of comp lelion: 
3 months. Rates hold: 6 months Cost of tender 500/ F.T.C. code: 
14/66/XLA/11!-S/(d) 

SN.4 Name of Work: Imp./Stg. of road from G-3/22 to Sr. Sec. School 
and adjoining road in C-6iock in Model Town by pdg bituminous 
concrete in C-77N/KPZ Head of A/C XL-VltFS(d) Tender Amt (Rs.): 
33,27,634/- Estimated Amt. (Rs.J: 35,96.200/- Earnest Money (Rs,): 
666QfV-Time of completion: 3 months. Rates hold: 6 months Cost of 
tender500/- F.TX.code: i4/66/XUVlll-S/(d) 

SN.5 Name of Work: Improvement of road by providing bituminous 
concrete in block E.F.G.H of DESU Colony in Wand Sangam Pars 
76N/KPZ Head of A/C XL-VIII-S(d) Tender Amt, (Rs,); 31,71,375/- 
Estimated Amt. (Rs.): 34.S3.30C/ Earnest Money (Rs.): 63450/- 
Time of completion Smooths. Rates hold: 6 months Cost of tender 
500/ F.T.C. code: 14/66/XL/VII h5/{d] 

Thts lender are also available on the website httpy/rnebetenders com 
Note: for bidding by approved and ofigibla contractor with MCD. The 
validity of rates hold good for6 months 

EE(M-11)/KPZ has the right Ip tancte any or ail ihe tenders vnlhodt 
any reasons 

R.O No. 83/DPI/North DMC/19-20 E*. Engin«r(M-ll)KPZ 



Metro Railway, Koikata 

Kolkata's Pride 


NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION SALE 

Principal Chief Materials Manager, Metro Railway. Koikata for and on 
behalf oF the President of indie invites H E-Auction Sale for Released 
Scrap Materials of Metro Railway, Koikata" on 17,10.19. 31.10,19, 
14.11.19, 29.11.19, 10.12.19, 20.12.19. For details visit 
http://wwwJreps.gov.in Principal Chief Materials Manager 


FASTER • SAFER • SMOOTHER * OLE AIMER 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 

E-TENDER NOTICE FOR SUPPLY OF MEDICINE 

Principal Chief Medical Director, Headquarters Southern Railway, for and on 
beha if of the P-eiiidenl ol India nvjtes ONLINE upein tenders for Ihe following 
supply contract as per I'cnde*' Notice given m fREPS website. Firms are 
requested talon on to htlD'> , >'Wwiw.ireoR crov in -?F-(ender-> Goods S Services 
■;N:.-wl and quote against these tenders. No Manual quotations will be 
entertained, Closing lime for ihe lenders is 11.00 hours on the date noted 
against each beimv. 

$LNd. 

lender* No. 

Description 

Qua nifty 

Due Lfatc 

1 1 

SRI906510710658 

NNTEDANIB 15CMG TAB 

100 

24/09/2019 

2. j 

SR1003200610651 

iSAROGLITAZAR 4 MG TAB 

6200 

24/09/2019 

3. |SR1903408010652 

PARAIK-L REA DE3RID NGOINT '5 C 

1645 

2-1/09/20-9 

4. ISRI906431010653 

PANOeiNOSTAT 2Q MG CAP 

45 

24/09/2019 

5. |sR1908418510&54 

WHITE SOFT PARAFFIN ... 

0050 

24/09/2019 

6. I 

SRI909020010655 

CRRT SOLUTION. 

750 

24/09/201-9 

Priacipal Chief M 
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®PI5T*K«HI &HIMM-461005 (VJT.) 1 

CHHci Ic#£a ^ 

■HiT'tKtMi *5 gyl Knlktr-tiln 

SECURITY PAPER HULL HOSHANGABAD-461005 CM.PJ 

(A Unit of Security Printing 4 Minting Corporation of India Limited) 
Wholly Owned by Government ot India 


mnn 

hlltMLnW 


Tel. No.: D7574-2SG317 Email: gnn.spmgjspi'rticil.eQrTi, 
Website: h.ttpi/i'spmhp^hangabad.spnicil.CQni 


AftUt. NO, Adram.ii (33J/C onsoltsnt (Civil) 'Acvt.No. -35/ \ Q 09 2619 

RECRUITMENT 

Security Paper Mill, Hoshangabad (MR) inwtes application for lilting up the 01 (One) 


pastoffui time Civil Consultant on contract basis , T 

Name of Qualification 

the Post 


Civil 

Consultant 


he detail is gjvertbelow: 

Remark 


Essential Qualiletalieut: Degree in 
Civil Engineering Irpm a re-cpgni/red 
Unlvetsfty of India, 

Essential Experience: Th0S& 
Engineer (Civil l wbo retired Irani 
Central / Stale Government with Pay 
Mstrin Level 06 nrahpve (in 7TH CPC) 
or equivalent postfram CPWD. PWD/ 
Nil CL Railways / Stale bodies / 
Autonomous bodies / P&U, etc in 
C DA /IDA scale having experience in 
maintenance oi building / sirwluns / 
Civi; construction. 


Duly completed Application iLlnncj 
with the attested copies ot 
required certificate and atesl 
photograph should be- sent to ttv 

General Manager, Security 
Pa per M ill, Hosh argabsd (M P} - 
46100-5 on or before date 
lD.TD.20ig in prescribed form 


Motel For detail & please view n ur website: http ://s pm hash an ga.ba ri.spn c i i .com 

j r ft f the saga "Careers". 

Human Resource Deptl. 


DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL, DEHRADUN 

Government of Indio, Ministry of Finance 
(Department of Financial Services) 

2nd Floor, Paras Tower. Mazra. Saharanptir Road, Detiradun, UK-248171 


IK O.A. No, 137 of 2D19 

SUMMONS UNDEFf SUB-SECTION (4) OF SECTION 11 OF THE RECOVERY OF 

rjcaTS amd bankruptcy act. 1493 read with rule (2A'i of rule $ of the 

DEBT RECQVTRY TRIBUNAL, (PROCEDURE) RULES, 1943 AS AMENDED FROM 
TiMETOTlME, 

DY.No.461 Dated: 26-08-2019 

Stele Bank of India Vs, Iftakhar Ahmad 

To, 

1. Iftakbar Ahmad, S/o Nasibbudin Abbasi, R'o 104/1-2 CMI Line Rocrkee. D-strid 
Hgncl'^gr, UlUiralil'and 

Second! Address: ^4 Adarsh Nagar, Roc : -<ee District Hartdwsir. Uttarakhand 

Third Address: Apartmonl No424, Pie: No.4. Doop Ganga Residanligl & Commercial 

ComplexSector-5AiIE,SdcuiHi.ridw Uttarakhand 

Whereas the atovs named Applicant Bank hasinstluted OA No. 137 of 2019 against you 
for recovery of debls of Rs, IB,1(1,681/' in which Hon'ble Tritu?al was peaserf to ; ssue 
$ummons.'Nntite U.'s 19(4) of the Recovery 0 /Debts anc Bankruptcy A:t. t993 and was 
star! astern the Hon'ble Presiding Offtcarcn 23.04.2(11^. 

Whereas, it has bee" shown to the aatisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible io 
serve you in ordinary way Therefore Ihis notice is given by way o‘ t^s pubf-cation 
dsracling you to appear In oersen or Ihrough your duly authorized agant or legal 
oraditoncr ijefcre the Triounol on 15.10.2019 at 10.30 A. M. 

Take nolicethai ncaseo1defa.il of your appearance on the speci'led day and bne before 
the Tribunal. ihe c^se stia be heard and rieHted m your absence. 

Given unde." my hand and sea of this Tribuna on ir s Hie 26lln day of Aug usL 2019. 

By Order of Tribunal, Registrar 
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Dehradun 


EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 

THE DELHI government has ex¬ 
pedited work to increase the bed 
capacity in several of its hospi¬ 
tals by over 120%, saying the ex¬ 
pansion project is the “largest 
programme” in the world for im¬ 
proving access to healthcare. 

On Tuesday, Delhi Health 
Minister Satyendar Jain apprised 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal of 
the Delhi government’s pro¬ 
gramme to expand public health 
infrastructure. A capacity of 5,739 
beds is being added in 15 existing 
hospitals, with simultaneous re¬ 
modelling in all hospitals. “A to¬ 
tal capacity of 13,899 beds is be¬ 
ing added to the existing capacity 
in 38 Delhi hospitals. Three hospi¬ 
tals, with a capacity of approxi¬ 
mately 2,800 beds, are set to open 
in the next six months,” the Delhi 
government said in a statement. 

The CM had asked for details 
of the scope and nature of the 
health department’s plan to build 



A new block will come up at 
Lok Nayak Hospital. Archive 


new hospitals, expand existing 
ones and add specialised treat¬ 
ment services there. “The in¬ 
crease in capacity currently un¬ 
derway in terms of bed capacity is 
more than 122%,” Kejriwal said. 

The projects are expected to 
be completed by 2023, the state¬ 
ment added. 

Officials say that 15 Delhi 
hospitals are to be upgraded 
with improved civil and 
medicare infrastructure and in¬ 
crease in bed strength to boost 
healthcare facilities. The project 
includes Lok Nayak Hospital, 
where a “state-of-the-art” block 
will be built. 


Noida: Ghaziabad Police have set 
up an enquiry into an incident 
wherein IT professional Gaurav 
Sharma (35) died of a heart 
attack, allegedly after being 
stopped by traffic policemen last 
Sunday. His family said he suf¬ 
fered a heart attack as traffic po¬ 
licemen allegedly misbehaved 
while halting his car near the 
Sector 62 underpass at NH 24 
due to an alleged traffic violation. 

“The officer involved has 
been identified and his role is be¬ 


ing probed. We will soon record 
the family’s statements. The 
family has not yet filed an FIR in 
the matter,” said Sudhir Kumar 
Singh, SSP, Ghaziabad. 

Gaurav’s brother Vaibhav 
claimed the policeman in ques¬ 
tion stopped the car, in which 
the victim and his parents were 
travelling, by banging on it re¬ 
peatedly with a stick. As Gaurav 
got out to talk to the officer, he 
collapsed and later died in a 
hospital. ENS 


2 arrested for raping teen 


New Delhi: Two men have been 
arrested for allegedly raping a 
teenage girl at a vacant plot near 
a hospital. Police said the inci¬ 
dent took place Monday morn¬ 
ing, when the accused allegedly 
approached the minor on the 
pretext of offering her a job. 
According to police, the men 
then allegedly took her to the 
isolated spot and raped her. 

“We received a call at 3.30 am 
Tuesday from the security super¬ 
visor of a hospital. We were told 
that the girl was left alone near 


the hospital. The girl is new to the 
city and could not remember her 
address. The accused lured her 
by offering her a job with a good 
salary and accommodation. They 
then took her to the plot and 
raped her,” said Sameer Sharma, 
Additional DCP(West). 

“The accused, Ravi (25) and 
Ankit (24), were identified 
through local enquiry and tech¬ 
nical surveillance and arrested. 
A case has been filed under IPC 
section 376D and Section 6 of the 
POCSO Act,” said Sharma. ENS 


Head Office: Januganj, Balasore-756019 
Email-purchase@nescoodisha.com 


NOTICE 1M VITIM (i TENDER 
T ender No t ice no. n es co u tilit y/ s po t B illi ng & 

Collection/13/19-20/11412 Dt: 10.08.19 

For and on behalf of NESCO Utility, sealed tenders are invited in duplicate in two 
part bidding system from eligible Agencies to undertake “Spot Billing and Col¬ 
lection” activities in NESCO Utility including Meter-reading, Bill generation, Bill 
distribution and Bill Collection to the single phase consumers across 16 Electrical 
Distribution Divisions in Balasore, Bhadrak, Jajpur Road, Baripada & Keonjhar 
Electrical Circles. 

Last date of submission of Tender : Dt 01.10.19 up to 3.00 PM, Date of open¬ 
ing of Tender: Dt.01.10.19 at 3.30 PM. For details please visit our website-www. 
nescoodisha.com. Corrigendum if any will be published in the website only. 

Sd/- Asst. General Manager (C&P) 


'iTRtffar 




AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA 


15# 


PRESS NOTICE 

Airports Authority of India Invites e-bwte viue CPP Portal Tender ID- 
■2019_AAI_3-1699_01" for "S1TC of SCCTV & Access control system at 
variousANS operations! Units at Khajurnho AIRPORT" al afi estimated 
cost of Rs. 6359447/-. 

Last date for online submission of e-bid is up to 15:00 hrs on dated 
26.D9.2019 For detailed nformation log one-portal htt ps://etencier<.qovJn 
or www.aai.aero 


GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, 
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, 
SHIVNATH CIRCLE DURG (CHHATTISGARH) 


e-Procurement Tender Notice 


eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in 

(1st Call) 

SYSTEM TENDER No.55717/NIT No:09/SAC/2019-20, Durg, Dated:06.09.2019 

Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to 
27.09.2019 at 17.30 Hour 

Name of Work:-RENOVATION OF KHUDMUDA TARBAND & 
CONSTRUCTION OF 2 NOS. SLUICE 
INCLUDING AND CENTRAL SPILLWAY IN 
BLOCK BERLA OF DISTRICT BEMETARA. 

Probable amount of Contract- Rs. 186.91 Lakhs 

The details can be viewed and downloaded online 
directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated 
e-Procurement Portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date 
13/09/2019, at 17.31 Hours. (1ST) onwards. 

Note:- All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to 
get enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement portal 
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific 
vendor class from PWD under Centralized Contractor/Supplier 
Registration in order to download the tender documents and 
participate in the subsequent bidding process. 

Sd/- 

Executive Engineer 
Tandula Water Resources Division Durg 
73163 For, Superintending Engineer Shivnath Circle, Durg C.G.) 


IH4H =1U =L1 H 4 ’A M IHI HD:U QlIH =14iI 


4th Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-11000' 


Notice under section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institution 
Act. 1993 read with Rule 12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993). 
In the matter of 

OA NO 50/2019/DRT-lll 

STATE BANK OF INDIA APPLICANT 

Versus 

DEFENDANTS 


SH. RAJNEESH KUMAR & ANR. 

D-1 Sh. Rajneesh Kumar S/o Sh. Mewa Ram, R/o Homes-121, Block B-W175ectorT21 
Noida, G. B. Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201302 M. No. 9988500532 
Also At: Sh. Rajneesh Kumar, H. No. 230, Gandhi Nagar, pathankot, Gurdaspur, Punjab 
145001 Also At: Sh. Rajneesh Kumar Digi Call Teleservices Pvt. Ltd., A-14, Sector-64 
Noida-201301 M.NO. 9988500532 

D-2 M/s IDEABuilders Pvt. Ltd. Regd. office C-294,1st Floor, VivekVihar, Delhi-110095 
Also At: C-10, Ramprastha, Ghaziabad, uttar Pradesh-201011 
Also At: Khasra no. 998, Red Apple Residency, Near KDP Circle, National Highway 58, Rs 
Nagar Extn. Ghaziabad, Uttar pradesh-201003 
Email ID: contact@ideabuilders.in 

Whereas the above named applicant haslrfstifilfed a case against you and whereas' 

has been shown to the satisfaction otthe Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you ir 
the ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to makr 
appearance in the Tribunal 12.09.2019 At10.30A. 

Take notice that in case of yourfailure to appear on the above mentioned day beforr 
thisTribunal the case will be heard decided inyourabsence. 

Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this the 23rd day of July 2019 

By Order of the Tribuna 

ASSISTANT REGISTRAR, DRT-III, NEW DELH 


EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY 


E-TENDER NOTICE 

Dmii e-1andef notice No. TRD/OT/1B/CB/ 
19-20 E-Tendets are mvied Lorn repuled 
contractors living proven experience 
eeclricie cense, successful executon of 
similar works and sound 'inancis: standing 
supplied cy iho valid oocuments -or :hc 
work as car details giv&i bekw 
1. Name of work with location: Protection of 
siding f yard by CB arcs Relay panel at MGS 
GAYA and SEE in MGS D vision. 2 .Approx. 
Cost of the work: ? 40 ,899.60,3. Earnest 
money lo be deposited: ?99.800/-. 4. Lest 
Sate and time for SLcnisscn ot tender 
Upte 03.10.1 S en 15.DO hrs. 5. Websile 
paliculars from where the details of e- 
tendor can be obtained www.lrops.gov.fci 
Sr, Divni. Elect. Eng.neer (Tr-D) 
ECR/Mughaisarai 
PRj'l 1 SS'MGS/Elecl./T/19-20/24 



COIMBATORE SMART CITY LIMITED 

SMART CITIES MISSION 



NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (NIT) 

Tender Notice No.e-4 Smart City /19-20V SCM Data : 05.09.20-19 

The Pvtnnaging Director, Coimbatore Smart City Limited, Coimbatore hereby invites Bids through 
both on line and off hrte from eligible bidders for the following work: 


SI. 

Ne. 

Name of work 

Tender 

Value 

Bid 

Security 

Period of 
Completion 

1, 

Restoration and Rejuvenation of Narasampathy Lake 
(Second call) 

Ra. 

Crore 

Rs. 973 

Lakh 

18 

months 

2, 

Ecu Restoration and Rejuvenation of Krishnampathy 
Lake (Secondcall) 

Rs. 14.36 
Crore 

Rs, 14.36 

Lakh 

18 

months 


A two cover bidding procedure will be adopted. The bidders shall satisfy the qualification criteria and the 
financial criteria as mentioned tn the Bid document- The Pre-b d meeting held on 20.09.2019 on 16.00 
hours. The biddin g d ocuments wi II be a va ilabte from 13,09,2019 to 10-10.2019 end down loaded / uploaded 
from the website httpsi/ftdtenders.govan on or before al 15,00 Hours on 10,10,2019 through or-tine 
lender Submission will be dosed at 15.00 hours and opened allO.OO hours on 11.10,2019 through offline 

Managing Director 
Coimbatore Smart City Lmiled, 

Coimbatore Corporation Buildis’ig, 

Big Street. Town Hall, „ _ 

Coimbatore -64 1 001. Managing DI rector 

Coimbatore Smart City Limited 


Ron. No -71 ! 19/JN5/SCM2 
E-mail: cbepmcsmartciLy@gmail.comi at 
sejnnunm@ocmc gov.in 
Off : a422-23S-£j-[l2(3 / 0422-23911 22 

PIFW 3127 /TENPER/2QT9 



GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU 

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT 

TIRUPUR (CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE 

T ENDE R NOT ICE 

T.N. No. 8 /2019-20/HPpj dated 05.09.2019 
Far and on behalf Of the Governor af Tamil Nadu, Percentage tender 
through online only will be received upto 14.10.2019 upto 15,00 hours by 
the Superintending Engineer (H) r C&M, Tirupur Circle for CRIDP 2019-20 
Works, (Package No, 52 to 64) pertaining Dharapuram (H) C&M Division 
Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender 
documents and all other details are available from 13/09/2019 onwards in the 
Governm enl webs its http s ://tnte nders. g ov.i n. I f a n y C h a n ges/Cd rreeti ons i n 
th e te nd er, it wi11 be published in the above Government website only. 

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (N) p 

DI P Ri'3 14Ui’ 11 N D b Ri'ZQ 1 3 C&M, circle, tirupur 



GOVERNMENT Of TAMILNADU 

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT 

Chennai Construction and Maintenance Circle 
TEND ER N OTICE 

Tender Notice NO.19/Z019-20/HDO, dated 10,09,2019 
For and on beha If of tine Governor of Tam il Nadu Perce ruage te nder through online only wi II 
bo received upto 1 G.15.2Q19, 15.00 hours by Ihe Superintending Erainecr (H), C&M, Chennai 
Circle for works under CRIDP and Non Plan 2019-20 Scheme (Package No. 121 and 122) 
pertain ng tpTirjvannEmn a tend Chenrai City Roads [Hi C&M D vision. 

Details of works, approximate value of works. EMD availab lily of lender documents arid ail 
other details will te available from 13,09.2019 onwards in the Government website 
https ;//tntenders .gov. in. If any Cha ngi s/Corrections in the tender, il will be pubf ished m the a hove 
Government website only. 

Superintending Engineer(H) 

DIPRtilaCTandBiftOft CSlM > C he nn at C i role 



GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNAOU 

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT 

COIMBATORE (CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE] CIRCLE 

TENDER NOTICE 

Tencter Notice No. 6 / 2019 20 / HOP / Dated 06.0Q 2019 
For and on. beha If of the GoverwrofTamil Nad j, Percentage lender through online 
only wrll he received up- to 14.10.2019, 1 5.0D hours by tee Supe r niending E ngmeer ( H). 
CftM, Coimbatore Circle for CRIDP 2019-20 Works, (Package No. 67 to 70) pertaining 
Coimbatore. PollachL Gobi & Udhagai (!H)C&M Division. 

Peiyiis of works approximate value of works, EMD, availability of lender documents 
Jtind all other details are svsiteble in the Government website http5://tnten(ler5-gov.in, 
from 13 .ti9-2019. if a ny Cha nges/Co rrections in the tends c if will be pubir shed in ifi e above 
Government website only SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H), 

01PR/3144/TENDER/2Q19 C&M CIRCLE, COIMBATORE CIRCLE 



GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU 

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT 

Madurai (Construction and Maintenance) Circle 
TENDER NOTICE 
Tender Notice No 12/2019-20/HDO/Dated: 09 09 2QT9 

For and on behalf of the Governor ofTamifnadu, Percentage tender through 
online only will be received upto 14.10.2019 -15.00 hours by the Superintending 
Engineer, (H) C&M. Madurai Circle for CRIDP Package No.84-90 pertaining 
Madurai (H) (C&M) Division. 

Details of works, approximate value of woriks, EMD, availability of tender 
documents- end all other details are available from 13 . 09,2019 onwards in the 
Government website https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes,‘Corrections in the 
tender, itwtllbe published in the above Government website only. 

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H) 
DIP FS/31 46/Tcei dcr/ 201 9 C&M.MacfuraiCircle 


EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY 


E-TENDER NOTICE 

Tne Divisoria Railway Manager (Enggy 
E.C. Ra iway/Sana&lipur for arc on behalf 
of tee President of Fnc' ,3 invites Oper. Tender 
kom experienced and financially ca;>at;te 
tendorors for Ihe following /'orks n E- 
Tendering node ol IP.EP5 ^eb portal of 
Indian Railways 

1 Tender Notice No. : TC-1BD-SPJ-2D19. 
Name el work; Repairs to service huilding in 
MNE-SHC section under jurisdiction of 
ADEN/SPJ. Tender Value (In 7) : 
7^,17,399 72, Lamest Money {In 7): 
?i 72/.00,'-. Cost of Tender doajmgfli (In f) 

: T5.QQ0/. Comptetion period of the work : 
04 Months, 

2 . Tender Notice Mo. : TC-181-SPJ-2019. 
Name ci work: Rep-airs to LC gate in section 
SPJ-iCGG {£x^& : MNE (Ex)-SHC(Bt) "Ihe 
jurisdiction of ADEN/SPJ. Tender Value (In 
?}: 795,32 462.41. Earnest Money (In 7): 
? 1,91,700/-. Cos.1 of Tender docum^l l In ? j 
. -f 5,000-'-. Compteiion pt-nod of ihe wo*k : 
05 Months. 

3 . Tender Notice Iko. TC-1B2-SPJ-2D19. 
Name of work: Specal Repair of PF surface 
low Cost p p shelter station Name Beard. 3S 
Room. PF Feroing hand pump sand nurnp, 
dead end. sanwes building etc. in elation 
Item SIC te FRNC. Tender V^lue (In Z \; 
1 1.49,07.621.30. Earnest Money (to ?); 
? 1,01,700/-. Cost of Tender docunwrrl {In ?) 

: 75,000/-. Completion per ^sd ihe work : 
04i\4on|hs, 

4. Tender Notice No. TC-1B3-SPJ-Z019. 
Name ol work ; Imptovemenl of running 
rooii and is boundary to SHC a 6NKI. 
Tender Value (In ?j : 769.33,813 50. 
Earnest Money (In 7): 71 38,700/- Cosl of 
Tender documani (In ^'i : ?5 000/-. 
Cmiptetion period of the work: 04 Months. 

P Tn-der Molioe Mo, ; TC-164-SPJ-2019, 
Name of wo ? k Special Repair werk tc 
various guaners oF SHC with provision of 
todel facility, rising of floors and 
drainage facility. Tender Value {in ?; : 
Tf,16,50,055.31, Earnest Money (In 7): 
72.09,300/- Cosl of Tender document iln 7i 
: 75,000/-. Completion pen&d cf ihe : 
05 Montes. 

6. Tfrider Notice Mo. TC-1 B&-SPJ-2D19. 
Name of work . Cess repaT from MRU 
(Km53/I) lo 1 Km 1/1in tee sKte-i ol 
S3E/W/BNKI, Tender Value (In *) : 
779.42,314/-. Eanwst Money (In 7): 
T1.56,900/-. Cosl of Tender dosun^nl (In 7) 
75,000/-. Completion period of Hie wedt; 
04Monlhs. 

7 Tender htolioe No.: TC-16b-&PJ-2bi9. 
Name of work Improvemant of 55 Room, 
Dy.SS Room, 'Waiting Rcom. Station 
Building Service Build n-gs and 
improvement ot surrounding al SHC under 
ADEN/5HC. Tender Value fin ?) : 
T'09.42.842/-, Eamesl Money (In 7); 
?i ,9(5,900'-. Cosl of Tender docunv^i (in 7] 

: -75.000 -. Completion perioc of tee work : 
04 Months, 

1 Last Date- S t me fer receiving- of Tender in 
E-Tender mode on IREP5 web portal ; 
30.09 2 m upto -5.00 hours, 2 Opening 
Cate & time for E-Teroer: 3C.09.2019 aler 
15.00 haura 3. Website particulars where 
oomptete dela.ls o/ tender & lender 
dealmflni ca^ he seen on Wehsise : 
www reps.gov.in. 4. Arnencments.' 
mcdihcatiprs il any shall nrt ?e published in 
tee newspapers bui ihe same he upteaded 
in tee we bsite: ww.ireps.gDv.in 

Sr. Divisional Engineer/! ■ 
ECPu'Sa mast-pur 
PR/11 Si/SF-J/Engg./T/19-20/96 
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YEARS OF 
CELEBRATING 
THE MAHATMA 


■ggTPTWt 


<aickl 


xr^MToTHT, i^rft Tlcf 
WcT fKebK 


WXT, oldin 
'fflTcT WcHR 


mfr, fa<*in 

TT^TSFTT^ Ht*<i Mi^in 


ttr m«*i$m 

C\ 

ftreTFru; 


2019 | UTO: ijgfff 10:00 mst 
RafehrHI I=I?1I1 fci*q|qeiK1t| 


• H^IUI t| ^fe^T, #cR ^|lc|)^U| cfc cffpR • %RT ^3 T=T^T TR MR ell$RRl TJcj tft TSTTRI ^PI Wfl 

3TTFRT T^ct ^|<J|«||<| 3 3TR.3Tlf (^1^) TTfaHT TT ^ R]Rbd-|l Mk^lefcflPlcM • STRSTT^.W. (^TRTl#) *f> 3FrPfa *Fl 

^ r^fcbWHIcH-y, ^TT ■pTCH UJlRmidl TJef ^ iff TRSRI (cgeT TR2n-165)l • cji^d itt vimwn cj^£, ^Id, W$3\ 
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL 



Critical Farewell 


SOON AFTER actor-turned-politician Urmila Matondkar re¬ 
signed from the Congress, some party leaders spoke their 
mind and criticised the party for giving tickets to people who 
join on the eve of elections. Matondkar had joined the 
Congress just before the Lok Sabha polls, and had unsuccess¬ 
fully contested from Mumbai North seat. “People who have 
loyally stood by any party tend to get overlooked in favour of 
political tourists,” AICC media panelist C R Kesavan tweeted. 
“You and I are loyal fools,” commented Khushbu Sundar. “We 
are political refugees CR, always overlooked for short term 
gain,” tweeted Tripura Congress president Pradyot Deb 
Barman. He then went on to say that “people like us”, who 
have been with the party for the last 26 years in the Opposition 
(in the state), feel at times frustrated and alienated. 


Temple Talk 

THE RECENTLY concluded RSS coordination meeting at 
Pushkar, Rajasthan, had a discussion on Ayodhya issue, and 
Vishva Hindu Parishad general secretary Champat Rai is leamt 
to have made a presentation stating that the situation looks 
favourable for a Ram temple. Some delegates are learnt to 
have suggested that they should be prepared for the situation 
if the court order is in favour of a temple at the disputed site, 
as “some people” may try to create tension. One delegate re¬ 
portedly asked what will happen if the court order goes 
against temple, but VHP’s Rai did not give importance to the 
delegate’s concerns. 

On Tour 

PRESIDENT RAM Nath Kovind landed in Reykjavik, Iceland, 
on Monday in the first leg of his visit to Iceland, Switzerland 
and Slovenia. This is the first visit by an Indian President to 
Iceland since Dr A P J Abdul Kalam’s 2005 tour. Among 
Kovind’s many engagements is a reception by friends of India 
and a banquet hosted by his Iceland counterpart President G 
TJohannesson. Kovind said India has pledged to eliminate sin¬ 
gle-use plastic by 2022. 


‘Preventive arrest part of political act... Modi govt’s 
Sheikh Abdullah was in jail for decades’ Jitendra Singh 



^ m Many states and (political) leaders have asked for 
p | similar process (NRC) to be conducted in their 
state. I am sure the Union Home Ministry will take 
appropriate view on that. It’s not about the number. 
Even if you identify 1.5 million (15 lakh) infiltrators, 
it’s a good thing. It should have been much more — 
that’s what many think — but at least you have 
identified illegal migrants to the extent of 1.5 million.” 


LIZ MATHEW 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


PREVENTIVE ARREST is a part of 
political activity and political 
leaders in Kashmir cannot argue 
that standing by the Indian 
Constitution or holding the 
Indian flag by themselves should 
be a reason for not keeping them 
in preventive custody, according 
to BJP general secretary Ram 
Madhav. 

In an interview with LIZ 
MATHEW, Madhav, the party’s 
in-charge for J&K and the 
Northeastern states, speaks about 
BJP’s strategies to overcome con¬ 
fusion over the NRC list in Assam, 
the issue of illegal immigrants 
and the communications lock- 
down in the Valley. Excerpts: 

After the final National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) list, 
many in the BJP have 
expressed apprehensions. 

You addressed such concerns 
at the just-concluded RSS 
meeting in Pushkar. 

The final NRC list was out 
about 10 days ago. But the details 
are not available with the gov¬ 
ernment yet; they are with the 
officers concerned, who will 
submit them to the Supreme 
Court. Once we get to know the 
details, what further actions are 
needed will be decided by the 
people concerned. Having said 
that, there are apprehensions 
among some sections that the 
process needed to be revisited. 

In fact, there was a request by 
the state government and the 
Centre before the Supreme 
Court that at least 20 per cent 
(applicants) in border districts 
and 10 per cent in the hinter¬ 
lands should be re-verified. 
There is an apprehension that a 
large number of infiltrators have 
been included in NRC, while a 
large number of genuine citizens 
are being excluded. Our request 
for re-verification was rejected, 
but once the full list is out, we 
have to think about taking it 
forward. 

Our party is committed in 


ensuring that no genuine citizen 
is left out. 

How will the party address 
the state unit, which appears 
upset with the NRC result? 

The NRC has been a long¬ 
standing demand of the people 
of Assam. We have succeeded in 
taking it to a conclusion. All ap¬ 
prehensions — and some of 
them are genuine — need to be 
addressed in different ways. One 
way is to go back to the Supreme 
Court with a certain request. 
Second, we have given our word 
to the people that we will bring 
the Citizenship Amendment Bill 
for the whole country. Once it 
becomes an Act, some of the 
concerns will be addressed. 

Third, those who could not 
find their names in NRC could 
approach the hundreds of 
(Foreigners’) Tribunals in Assam 
and move the High Court after 
that. 

Who will you blame for this 
exclusion of genuine 
citizens? 

That’s why the need to raise 


the issue of re-verification of 
cases, especially in the border 
districts. It is a procedural issue. 
There is no need to blame any 
particular person or group. On 
the contrary, we are happy that 
we are able to complete the 
process. It was a Supreme Court- 
monitored process. 

Has the outcome affected 
BJP’s main political plank? 
After all, illegal immigrants 
have always been projected 
by the party as a national 
security threat? 

It is not about the BJP’s 
agenda. Of course, we have zero 
tolerance to infiltration, just like 
our zero tolerance to terrorism 
and corruption. (But) it is a threat 
to national security and liveli¬ 
hood of people. We have very 
clear views on how to tackle this 
question of infiltration. 

Indrajit Gupta (late CPI 
leader, former Union minister 
and multiple-term Lok Sabha 
MP) had on the floor of the 
House said that there were more 
than 1 crore illegal infiltrators in 
Assam. So it’s not just us — all 
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parties have acknowledged it. 
No country tolerates illegal 
migrants. 

Do you think there will be 
demand for NRC in other 
states now? 

Many states and (political) 
leaders have asked for similar 
process to be conducted in their 
state. I am sure the Union Home 
Ministry will take appropriate 
view on that. It’s not about the 
number. Even if you identify 1.5 
million (15 lakh) infiltrators, it’s 
a good thing. It should have been 
much more — that’s what many 
think — but at least you have 
identified illegal migrants to the 
extent of 1.5 million. 

The NRC process in Assam 
was undertaken with an Act of 
Parliament. What measures the 
Home Ministry will take for the 
rest of the country we will see. 

Is the citizenship Bill still in 
your priority list? 

We attempted to get it 
passed in Parliament in the last 
government but it got stuck in 
Rajya Sabha. I am sure this gov¬ 
ernment will take it up at an ap¬ 
propriate time. 

In Kashmir, how do you 
justify the continuing 
custody of mainstream 
leaders who have been 
championing the Indian 
Constitution in the Valley? 

Who is questioning us? 
Political leaders are kept in pre¬ 
ventive detentions in certain sit¬ 
uations. Preventive arrest is a part 
of political activity. There is a par¬ 


ticular situation in Kashmir 
Valley which needed, for the sake 
of law and order, certain preven¬ 
tive measures to be taken by the 
law and order machinery, which 
the state machinery has taken. 

Such measures had been 
taken in the past too. I am not 
comparing, but let me remind 
you that Sheikh Abdullah was 
arrested in 1953, was in jail for 
decades. Why was it done? 
Because there was a need for it. 

But every leader in Kashmir is 
under house arrest for more 
than a month now. How long 
will you continue it? 

It’s a temporary measure 
taken by the administration to 
maintain law and order. The de¬ 
cision we took (to scrap special 
provisions to J&K under Article 
370 and to bifurcate the state) 
was historic. Certain measures 
were needed to maintain law 
and order. It (house arrests) is 
temporary: as things normalise 
all of them will be set free. 

Let me add: standing by the 
Constitution or holding the na¬ 
tional flag is not a charity. If you 
are a politician of India and run¬ 
ning a party under the Indian 
Constitution, that is your duty. To 
show it as though they are doing 
a great service to India — I am 
holding national flag so I cannot 
be taken into preventive deten¬ 
tion... how does it work like that? 

You are just back from the 
RSS meet. What is the view on 
the economic slowdown? 

At 5 per cent GDP growth, we 
are doing fairly well when you 
look at what’s happening 
around the world. Global GDP 
hovers around 2 per cent now. 
But we have been able to man¬ 
age the affairs pretty well. 
Having said that, I am not deny¬ 
ing that there are challenges. The 
Finance Minister and the gov¬ 
ernment is seized of the chal¬ 
lenges. They have done many 
important modifications and re¬ 
forms in the last two weeks. 

FULL INTERVIEW ON 
www.indianexpress.com 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 10 


UNION MINISTER of State for the 
Prime Minister’s Office, Jitendra 
Singh, on Tuesday said that after 
scrapping of special status to 
Jammu and Kashmir under 
Article 370, the next issue on the 
agenda of the Narendra Modi 
government is how to get back 
areas of J&K that are illegally 
occupied by Pakistan. 

“It is not only my or my party’s 
commitment, but it has been a re¬ 
solve of Parliament which unan¬ 
imously adopted a resolution in 
1994 during the then Congress 
government headed by P V 
Narasimha Rao, saying that 
Kashmir is an integral part of 
India and the only thing left to be 
resolved with Pakistan was 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir... This 
is an accepted position,” Singh 
told the media while highlight¬ 
ing the successes of 100 days of 
the Modi government, calling the 
decision on J&K as the govern¬ 
ment’s biggest achievement. 

The minister said the deci¬ 
sion to fully integrate J&K with 
India during the first 100 days 
will be recorded as an achieve¬ 
ment of 100 years, adding that it 
needed tremendous will, con¬ 
viction and determination. He 
said the government has fulfiled 
the promise of Jan Sangh 
founder Dr Shyama Prasad 
Mookerjee and former PM Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee. Had Mookerjee 
been alive, he would have said 
“go and tell the world that Modi 
and Amit Shah have abrogated 
Article 370”, Singh said. 

“The entire world is aligned 
with India over the issue of abro¬ 
gation of Article 370,” he said in 
reply to a question on Pakistan’s 
campaign on the issue. 

Saying that the common 
man in Kashmir is rejoicing over 
potential benefits of the deci¬ 
sion, Singh stated that those un¬ 
happy are only a handful of ben¬ 
eficiaries of the mayhem which 
was carried on for all these years. 
However, there cannot be any 
premium for anti-India activi¬ 
ties, Singh said. 


GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA 
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS 
DIVISION, BHANDARA 

(Phone No. 07184-252412) 

E-TENDER NOTICE No. 30 of 2019-2020 

Online e-tenders in B-l forms for following works are invited by the 
Executive Engineer, Public Works Division, Bhandara from the elligible contractors 
at Sr.No. 1 to 4 & Registered contractor at Sr. No. 5 to 12. Tender document may be 
downloaded at Govt. Website https://mahatenders.gov.in. Rights to accept or reject the 
tender without assigning any reason reserve with Executive Engineer, Public Works 
Division, Bhandara. 

Sr. 

No. 

Name of Works 

Estt. Cost 
(Rs. in 
Lakhs) 

Earnest 
Money (Rs. 
in Lakhs) 

Cost of 
E-Tender 
documents 

Class of 
Contractor 

1 

Construction of Bye Pass Road 
in Tumsar city on Tumsar Sihora 
Rampayali Road SH-355-C 

870.00 

4.35 

3360.00 

Registered/ 

Unregistered 

2 

Construction of Bela Khokaria 
Tawepar Pandharabodi Jamani 
Dabha Kothuma Betala Road 
SH-359 in km. 6/500 to 

10/00 Ta. Bhandara. 

250.00 

1.50 

2240.00 

Registered/ 

Unregistered 

3 

Improvement to Ekodi Khamba 
Kosamtondi Mundipar Rengepar 
Murdapar Road (SH-357) in 

Km. 2/00 to 5/00 & Km. 11/00 
to 14/800, Ta. Sakoli 

234.00 

1.50 

2240.00 

Registered/ 

Unregistered 

4 

Construction of Bela Khokaria 
Tawepar Pandharabodi Jamani 
Dabha Kothurna Betala Road 
SH-359 in Km. 0/00 rs 3/00 & 
Bridge at Ch. 1/500 Ta. Bhandara 

157.19 

1.50 

1120.00 

Registered/ 

Unregistered 

5 

Construction of Minor Bridge 
at Ch. 53/300 on Sukali Madgi 
Bamni Bori Silegaon Gobarwahi 
Road SH-359 in Ta. Tumsar. 

130.50 

1.31 

1120.00 

Class-IV & 
above 

6 

Improvement to Pohara 
Gadpendhari Dhabetekadi 
Baradkinhi Miregaon Road 
MDR-26 Km. 7/500 to 

11/500 in Ta. Lakhani 

130.50 

1.31 

1120.00 

Class-IV & 
above 

7 

Construction of Minor Bridge 
at Ch. 30/500 on Asgaon Walni 
Khairi Road MDR-35 in Ta. Pauni. 

104.40 

1.04 

1120.00 

Class-IV & 
above 

8 

Construction of Minor Bridge 
at Ch. 4/600 on Kampa to 
Kanhalgaon Shivnala Sawaria 
Road MDR-37 Ta. Pauni. 

95.70 

0.96 

1120.00 

Class-IV & 
above 

9 

Construction of Minor Bridge 
at Ch. 1/300 on Ranera Silegaon 
Karkapur Sitepar Road 

MDR-10 Ta. Tumsar. 

87.00 

0.87 

1120.00 

Class-IV-A 
& above 

10 

Improvement to Dewada Kardi 
Sakoli Road SH-355 km. 

46/00 to 48/00 in Ta. Sakoli 

70.00 

0.70 

1120.00 

Class-IV-A 
& above 

11 

Improvement to Jamb 

Andhalgaon Mohadi Khadki 
Rengepar Lakhani Manegaon 
Pohara Pendhari Gondegaon 
Palandur Road SH-361 km. 
67/200 to 67/900 in Ta. Mohadi. 

69.60 

0.70 

1120.00 

Class-IV-A 
& above 

12 

Improvement to Bela Dabha 
Madgi Paraswada Sihora 
Gobarwahi Road SH-359 km. 
60/800 to 62/00 Ta. Tumsar. 

47.85 

0.48 

560.00 

Class-IV & 
above 

Note 1. Other terms & condition can be seen in the bidding documents. 

2. The details tender notice can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the 
e-tendering portal http://mahatenders.gov.in 

Executive Engineer 

DGIPR/2019-2020/2816 Public Works Division Bhandara 


Co nf lict between India, Pak over 
Kash mir less heated now: Trump 

Asserting that abrogation of Article 
370 was its internal matter, India has 
strongly criticised Pakistan for mak¬ 
ing “irresponsible statements” and 
provocative anti-India rhetoric over 
the country’s internal issues. 

A month after political leaders 
were detained and communication 
restrictions were put in place in 
Jammu and Kashmir, the United States 
had last Friday expressed concern over 
the “widespread detentions” and had 
“urged” authorities to “respect human 
rights”. 

Washington has also asked Indian 
authorities to “resume political en¬ 
gagement with local leaders” and hold 
“elections at the earliest”. 

This is the strongest statement by 
the US administration so far on the 
Centre’s move to scrap Jammu and 
Kashmir’s special status. It comes al¬ 
most 11 days after Trump had said on 
August 26 that he had discussed the 
issue on August 25 over dinner and 
had said that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi “really feels he has it under 
control”. 


NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY 


OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE FOR 
MEC HAHICAL WORK VEAR 2013-20 

HIT 04TC019-£Q-P$I.£GKT {Dtesel Sind 
Bhagat Ki KolhL Jodhpur) 

(1) Nam# of work, location & 
Com pi El ion period: Repairing and 
Renabilhation of MG Exclaiicn Controller 
(SCR As-sambiy} or GRAU Assembly 
Siemens make si OieraS : Shod BGKT. 
JcKj'-ipUr 12) Approx, cost of the work" 
f 37.99,600.90 (R£ Thirty Seven Lakhs 
Ninety Nine Thousand Sis Hundred Only) 
(1) Earnest money to be deposited - 
7 76. DOC OC |Ps Seventy Six Thousand 
only) 44) Date and time for submission 
of tender and opening of tender: Upto 
1.5,00 iba on lli'IO.'ZOia.Terders^i bo 
op&nocl soon attor (5) website 
particular nettc* board location wii^ro 
complete details cl tender can be seen 
etc. and Address of the office from 
where the tender form can be 
purchased: http:.'/www.i re pa.gov.in 
Notice board of Sr SocLbn Engineer 
(General) North Western Ra way, Diesel 
Shod, Shagal Ki Kothl [Jodhpurl'i notice 
board nqTE: rh# offer will only he 
accepted through ETondering 00 Che 
of www ireps gov in Offer in any 
olher fc™ will not he accepted. The 
issrtdereri'bidders must have Class-ill 
Dig la! Signature Certificate & roust be 
registered on IB EPS portal. Only 
registered tenderer,''biddors can 
participate on e-Tentferlng ah relevant 
paper Tuigt be .jplooded ai the time of 
participating ne-Tendering ™ 


Coijlael lulp int nu. ‘[3 lor raivrsjf sse:r% Kflipliinls. 



GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU 

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT 

Tirunelveli (Construction & Maintenance) Circle 

TENDER NOTICE 

Tender Notice No. 7 / 2019-20 / D1 / Dated 09.09.2019 

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, 

Percentage tender through online only will be received 
upto 15.10.2019 at 15.00 hours by the Superintending 
Engineer (H), C&M, Tirunelveli Circle for CRIDP 2019-20 
Works (Package No. 20 to 32) pertaining Tenkasi (H) 
C&M Division. 

Details of works, approximate value of works, 
EMD„ availability of tender documents and ail other 
details are available from 13.09.2019 onwards in the 
Government website https://tntenders.govTn. If any 
Changes/Corrections in the tender, it will be published in 
the above Government website only. 

Superintending Engineer(H) 

D1PR/3163/TENder/20 19 C&M, Tirunelveli Circle. 



‘I am willing to 
help them if 
they want. 
They know 
that’ 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


TENSIONS BETWEEN India and 
Pakistan over Kashmir are “less 
heated" now as compared to two 
weeks ago, US President Donald 
Trump has said, reiterating his offer 
to help the two South Asian neigh¬ 
bours ease the situation if both of 
them want. 

Trump’s remarks were his first on 
the issue since his meeting with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on the side¬ 
lines of the G7 summit in France on 
August 26. “India and Pakistan are hav¬ 
ing a conflict over Kashmir as you 
know. I think (it) is a little bit less 
heated right now than (what) was two 
weeks ago,” Trump told reporters at 
the White House on Monday. 

“I get along with both countries 
very well,” Tmmp said while respond¬ 
ing to a question on his assessment of 
the situation between India and 
Pakistan. “I am willing to help them if 
they want. They know that. That (of¬ 


fer) is out there,” he said. 

Trump, who in July had used the 
word “mediate” or “arbitrate”, is now 
using the word “help”, after having 
used “intervene” earlier as well. 

During a meeting with visiting 
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan 
in July, Trump had offered to mediate 
between the two countries on the is¬ 
sue of Kashmir. 

India was quick to reject the offer, 
saying the Kashmir issue was bilateral. 
It also dismissed Trump’s claim that 
Modi had asked him to mediate. 

During his meeting with Modi in 
France last month, Trump had said 
that Kashmir is an issue that needs to 
be resolved between India and 
Pakistan. 
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Pak minister takes 
on IMA for opposing 
medical journal’s 
critical take on J&K 


ABANTIKAGHOSH 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 

WRITING IN the reputed med¬ 
ical journal The Lancet, Pakistan 
health minister Zafar Mirza has 
hit out at the Indian Medical 
Association (IMA) for its letter to 
the journal condemning its edi¬ 
torial on the shutdown in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

The British journal had last 
month written about “serious 
concerns for the health, safety, 
and freedoms of the Kashmiri 
people”. 

In an article titled 
“Humanitarian crisis in Kashmir: 
don’t shoot the messenger”, 
Mirza, a former high-ranking of¬ 
ficial at the World Health 
Organisation—the article, in fact, 
carried his WHO email address — 
wrote: “The authors of this state¬ 
ment by the IMA, or at least the 
hundreds of thousands of doctors 
they represent, must not forget 
that when the medical profession 
becomes accomplice to national¬ 
istic and ideological jingoism, the 
results for humanity are in¬ 
evitably tragic, as evidenced by 
the holocaust in Europe not so 
long ago. I urge the IMA, or at least 
the individual doctors this body 
represents, to have the courage 
and moral imperative to retract 
this misguided and damaging 
statement against The Lancet and 
focus their attention on the suf¬ 
fering of the people they have 
taken an oath to protect.” 

The civilised world, he main¬ 
tained, “cannot afford to repeat 
the mistakes of the past”. 

In its letter to The Lancet in the 
wake of the editorial on J&K, the 
IMA had stated that the article 
was tantamount to interference 
in India’s internal matters. It 
wrote: “It is unfortunate that the 
reputed medical journal The 
Lancet has committed breach of 


propriety in commenting over 
this political issue. It is amount¬ 
ing to interference into an inter¬ 
nal matter of Union of India. The 
Lancet has no locus standi on the 
issue of Kashmir... The Lancet has 
reacted to an internal adminis¬ 
trative decision of Government 
of India under the garb of con¬ 
cern for the health of Kashmiris.” 

The Union government has 
maintained that health services 
in Kashmir have not been af¬ 
fected by the restrictions im¬ 
posed on citizens since the 
August 5 decision to scrap spe¬ 
cial status to J&K under Article 
370 and to bifurcate the state into 
two Union Territories. 

In a press release, the J&K ad- 
ministration stated that data 
compiled by the Health and 
Medical Education Department 
for the month of August showed 
that 46,449 patients visited in¬ 
door patient departments (IPDs) 
in various government-run 
healthcare institutions, and doc¬ 
tors successfully performed 
4,334 major and 44,236 minor 
surgeries in peripheral and ter¬ 
tiary care hospitals. 

Borrowing heavily from some 
articles published in The Lancet 
and other international medical 
journals on the situation in 
Kashmir, and its effects on health 
services in the region, Mirza 
wrote: “Such knee-jerk reactions 
have become the norm in today’s 
polarised world, but an open let¬ 
ter by an august body, the Indian 
Medical Association (IMA), 
which attacks The Lancet for its 
credibility and calls the Editorial’s 
intentions malafide, causes me 
great concern as a member of the 
medical fraternity. The current 
plight of Kashmiris being denied 
access to essential health care 
and living under great duress 
with no communication with the 
outside world was also high¬ 
lighted in the BMJ.” 
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Ex-legislator from 
Im ran party seeks 
asylum in India 


DIVYAGOYAL 

LUDHIANA,SEPTEMBER10 

ALLEGING THAT he was “falsely 
implicated” in a murder case of his 
party colleague and that life was 
“nothing short of hell for minori¬ 
ties in Pakistan”, Baldev Kumar 
(43), a former legislator from 
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
party, has sought asylum in India 
for himself and his family. 

Kumar, a former Member 
Provincial Assembly (MPA) from 
the minority-reserved Barikot 
seat of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province of Pakistan, is currently 
in Khanna in Punjab’s Ludhiana 
district where his in-laws reside. 

While his wife Bhawna and 
two children had reached 
Khanna four months back, 
Kumar came on August 12. 

Appealing to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to give him asy¬ 
lum in India, Kumar told The 
Indian Express, “Those who say 
that Imran Khan is building a 
Naya Pakistan should visit and see 
what is the condition of Hindus, 
Sikhs and Christians there. In fact, 
even Muslims are not safe in 
Pakistan. Imran Khan is on the 
way to make Pakistan a terrorist 
state... I want my family to live a 



safe and happy life so I have de¬ 
cided to live in India. There is no 
question of returning to Pakistan 
now. I will be soon make a written 
appeal to PM Modi to let me and 
my family live here.” 

Khanna SSP Gursharandeep 
Singh said that Baldev Kumar is 
a Pakistan citizen visiting India 
on documents valid till 
November. “We haven’t given 
him any security,” said the SSP. 

Ex-MPA Baldev Kumar was 
arrested in the murder case of his 
colleague MPA Dr Soran Singh 
who was shot dead near his res¬ 
idence in district Buner of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa on April 22,2016. 
However, in April 2018, an anti¬ 
terrorism court in Buner acquit¬ 
ted Kumar of murder charges 
giving him ‘benefit of doubt’. 

Supporting the Kartarpur 
Corridor, Kumar said, “I support 
the Kartarpur Corridor opening, 
but Sikhs in India should know 
that Imran Khan is not doing it 
out of any love for Sikhs. Hindus 
and Sikhs are being killed in 
Pakistan.” 


As Pawar, Sonia discuss polls, 
Kripashankar, Urmila quit Cong 


MANOJCG 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


ON THE day that NCP chief 
Sharad Pawar met Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi to 
discuss a seat-sharing arrange¬ 
ment between the two parties 
for the upcoming Maharashtra 
Assembly polls, the Congress 
suffered another setback 
Tuesday when former Mumbai 
party chief Kripashankar Singh 
and actor-turned-politician 
Urmila Matondkar quit. 

The resignations came hours 
after Pawar and Gandhi met and 
decided to contest an equal num- 
ber of seats in Maharashtra. 
While Singh said he did not agree 
with the party’s stand on Article 
370, Matondkar, who was the 
Congress Lok Sabha candidate 
from Mumbai North, blamed in¬ 
fighting in the Mumbai Congress 
unit for her exit. 

On seat-sharing talks, a 
Congress leader said the two 
parties could contest around 125 
seats, leaving about 38 seats to 
other allies. “Seat sharing is de¬ 
cided... It is more or less a 50-50 
arrangement. And in that, both 
the parties will accommodate 
our allies... Broadly, the seat¬ 
sharing is on track,” a senior NCP 
leader told The Indian Express. He 
said Pawar was in Delhi to attend 



Urmila Matondkar and Kripashankar Singh 


former BJP Finance Minister 
Amnjaitley’s memorial meeting. 

A senior Congress leader said 
both parties have identified al¬ 
most 120 seats each. “In the last 
few seats, we will see who has 
got a stronger candidate...that 
party will take that seat. In the 
Lok Sabha elections also, the ini¬ 
tial deal was 50-50. Then, the 
NCP did not have candidates in 
certain seats...it became 24- 
26...after that also they surren¬ 
dered one seat to us...the final 
arrangement will be known by 
Wednesday,” said the leader. 

Kripashankar Singh’s exit, 
meanwhile, stunned the party in 
the state. He told The Indian 
Express that he was “upset” with 
and “hurt” by the Congress deci¬ 
sion to oppose the Centre’s move 
to scrap Jammu and Kashmir’s 
special status under Article 370 
of the Constitution. 

“The day Article 370 was 


scrapped...and the Congress op¬ 
posed it in Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha...that day itself, I had said 
that nation should be first for the 
party...instead of opposing abro¬ 
gation of Article 370...the party 
should talk about how people of 
J8d< can be integrated with the 
mainstream...,” he said. 

“For me, nation is first and 
everything comes after that...we 
always say Kashmir is an integral 
part of India. Then how the state 
can have a separate flag, 
Constitution...instead of oppos¬ 
ing, the Congress should have told 
the Government that we could 
not do it...now that you have done 
it...let’s discuss betterment and 
development of the state.” 

Singh said he had to face 
probing questions from the peo¬ 
ple on the Congress’s stand on 
Article 370. “When the nation is 
going in one direction...the party 
should understand...” 


Matondkar’s exit signalled 
the rift within the Congress. “I 
have resigned from the Indian 
National Congress. My political 
and social sensibilities refuse to 
allow vested interests in the 
party to use me as a means to 
fight petty in-house politics in¬ 
stead of working on a bigger goal 
in Mumbai Congress,” she said. 

In a letter to Congress leader 
Milind Deora, Matondkar had 
criticised the conduct of Sandesh 
Kondvilkar and Bhushan Patil, 
close associates of Sanjay 
Nirupam, former Mumbai 
Congress president. 

Former Mumbai Congress 
chief Milind Deora backed her. 
“After Urmila Matondkar decided 
to fight LS elections from Mumbai 
North, I supported her campaign 
wholeheartedly as Congress 
Mumbai President. I stood by her 
when she was let down by those 
who brought her into the party. 
Fully agree that Mumbai North 
leaders must be held account¬ 
able!” he tweeted. 

Adding to the growing list of 
leaders quitting the Congress in 
Maharashtra, former state cabi¬ 
net minister and four-term MLA 
Harshavardhan Patil is also ex¬ 
pected to join the BJP. Sources in 
the Maharashtra BJP claimed 
Patil will be inducted into the 
party Wednesday. 

— (WITH ENS MUMBAI) 


Brahmins held in high 
regard by virtue of birth, 
play guiding role: Speaker 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

JAIPUR,SEPTEMBER10 

TRIGGERING A controversy, Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla has said 
that Brahmins are held in high 
regard by virtue of their birth, 
and they have always played a 
“guiding role” in the country. 

Addressing a meeting of the 
Akhil Brahmin Mahasabha in 
Kota on Sunday, Birla said: 
“Brahmin samaj hamesha sam- 
poorn samaj ko maargdarshan 
deta hua kaam karta hai. Is desh 
ke andar Brahmin samaj ki hame¬ 
sha maargdarshan bhumika rahi 
hai. Samaj ke andar shiksha ho, 
sanskar ho, in vicharo ko pahun- 
chane mein, Brahmin samaj ki 
bhumika hamesha rahi hai. Aur 
aaj vartaman samay ke andar bhi, 
ek gaon ek dhani mein, ek 
Brahmin parivar bhi rehta hai, toh 
woh Brahmin parivar apne 
samarpan aurseva ke kaaran, 
uska hamesha ucch sthan hota 
hai. Aur isiliye is samaj mein paida 
hone kesaath he, aapkasamman, 
sampoorn samaj mein ucch roop 
se hota hai. (Brahmin commu¬ 
nity always works towards guid¬ 
ing all other communities. The 
community has always played a 
guiding role in this nation. It has 
always played a role in spread¬ 
ing education and values in the 
society. And even today, if just 
one Brahmin family lives in a vil¬ 
lage or a hutment, then that 
Brahmin family always holds a 
high position due to its dedica¬ 
tion and service. Hence, 
Brahmins are held in high regard 
in society by virtue of their 
birth).” 

Birla also posted similar re¬ 



marks on Twitter and Facebook 
on Sunday, triggering criticism 
from many quarters. “Brahmins 
have always held a high position 
in society, which is due to their 
sacrifice and dedication. This is 
the reason the Brahmin commu¬ 
nity has always been in a guid¬ 
ing role,” he tweeted on Sunday. 

Condemning his statement, 
Kavita Srivastava, Rajasthan 
president of the People’s Union 
for Civil Liberties (PUCL), said: 
“To establish a community’s su¬ 
premacy or declare one commu¬ 
nity over other communities is 
against Article 14 of the 
Constitution. This, in a way, de¬ 
means other castes and pro¬ 
motes casteism.” Srivastava said 
the PUCL would send a com¬ 
plaint against Birla to President 
Ram Nath Kovind. 

Addressing the meeting, 
Birla, an MP from Kota, said: “In 
this country, you will still find 
that most teachers today hail 
from the Brahmin community.” 

The meeting was a “Yuvak 
Yuviti Parichay Sammelan” 
(youth introduction meet) for 
Brahmin families looking for 
prospective brides and grooms. 
“If we want to bind society to¬ 
gether, there is only one arrange¬ 
ment today. Like our ancestors 
used to forge alliances for mar¬ 
riage, we have parichay samme¬ 
lan today, and if we want to save 
society, this is the only alterna¬ 
tive,” Birla said. 


Guntur tense, Naidu calls rally 
over ‘YSRCP attacks on TDP’ 


SREENIVAS JANYALA 

HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER 10 


ALLEGING THAT hundreds of 
families have been forced to flee 
from their villages due to fre¬ 
quent attacks by workers of the 
YSR Congress Party, TDP presi¬ 
dent and former Andhra Pradesh 
CM N Chandrababu Naidu has 
called a huge rally at Atmakur in 
Guntur district on Wednesday. 

However, the situation has be¬ 
come tense as the YSRCP govern¬ 
ment has said it will not allowTDP 
leaders to disturb peace in the 
state, with Guntur Police impos¬ 
ing Section 144 in the Palnadu re¬ 
gion, prohibiting large gatherings. 

The ‘Chalo Atmakur’ rally is 
scheduled to see participation of 
victims of alleged attacks along 
with thousands of TDP workers. 
Naidu has also set up a rehabilita¬ 
tion centre at the TDP headquar¬ 
ters at Guntur to provide help, in¬ 
cluding legal assistance, to victims, 
especially of Palnadu region, 
where the TDP alleged that 500 
families have been forced out of 
their homes by YSRCP members. 

TDP leaders have accused 
police of inaction and not regis¬ 
tering FIRs over clashes between 
YSRCP and TDP workers. The 
TDP has said it would also file a 
complaint with the NHRC. 

Tempers soared on Tuesday 
as YSRCP MLAs Ambati 
Rambabu and A Ramakrishna 
Reddy announced that they 
would also take out a rally to 
Atmakur from the YSRCP office 
in Guntur to highlight alleged at¬ 
tacks on party workers during 
the TDP regime. “Naidu is in¬ 
dulging in dirty politics. He is in¬ 
stigating people by calling the 
rally,” Rambabu said. 



Affected families of TDP workers in Guntur. Express 


The TDP has claimed that 
eight party members have been 
killed by YSRCP leaders in the last 
four months. “About 500 TDP 
workers, activists and sympathis¬ 
ers have been attacked by YSRCP 
leaders till now," former TDP min¬ 
ister Kalava Srinivasulu claimed. 

“This rally is to highlight the 
atrocities committed by YSRCP 
leaders and their cadre on TDP 
activists and common people. It 
is to protect democracy and hu¬ 
man rights of ordinary people 
who are living under the fear of 
YSRCP leadership,” Naidu said on 
Tuesday. He urged TDP members 
to ensure the rally is peaceful. 

However, state Home Minister 
M Sucharita said the government 
will not allowTDP leaders to dis¬ 
turb peace in the state. “Action 
would be taken against anyone 
trying to create a law and order sit¬ 
uation,” she said on Tuesday. 

Over the last few days, 
dozens of families have arrived 
at the TDP headquarters at 
Guntur, saying that they were 
forced to flee as YSRCP workers 
were attacking them. 



Confrontation 
has rattled 
ruling party 


THIS IS the first major 
confrontation between 
the ruling YSRCP gov¬ 
ernment and TDP. The 
allegation that YSRCP 
workers are terrorising 
families of TDP workers, 
forcing them to flee, has 
rattled the ruling party, 
already on the backfoot 
due to accusations that 
its vindictive politics is 
affecting business and 
investment sentiment in 
the state. 


Five INLD MLAs 
disqualified 
from Haryana 
Assembly 

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 10 


A WEEK after receiving the resig¬ 
nations of four INLD MLAs who 
have switched to Jannayak 
Janata Party (JJP) of Dushyant 
Chautala from Vidhan Sabha, 
Haryana Assembly Speaker 
Kanwar Pal Gujjar Tuesday dis¬ 
qualified them from member¬ 
ship of the Assembly. 

The disqualified MLAs are 
Naina Chautala, Pirthi Singh, 
Rajdeep and Anoop Dhanak. The 
INLD had filed two petitions in 
this regard, one in March and an¬ 
other in July seeking their dis¬ 
qualification. While hearings of 
the case were on, the four MLAs 
on September 3 had submitted 
their resignations to the Speaker, 
who had accepted the same. 

INLD’s Ferozepur Zhirka MLA, 
Naseem Ahmad, who first 
switched to Congress and then to 
BJP, was also disqualified Tuesday. 

“Though their resignations 
have been accepted by me with 
effect from September 3, in such 
a situation, there can be no es¬ 
cape from the conclusion that the 
respondents (the 4 MLAs who 
switched to JJP) have incurred 
disqualification from member¬ 
ship on the ground of defection,” 
observed Gujjar while disquali¬ 
fying their membership with ef¬ 
fect from March 27. 

Meanwhile, INLD vice-presi¬ 
dent Ashok Arora resigned from 
the party Tuesday. While there 
is speculation that he may join 
Congress, Arora told The Indian 
Express that he would join either 
Congress or BJP but would take 
a final call in 1-2 days after con¬ 
sultation with his supporters. 


‘Mop-Up’ Round Of Counselling Runs Into Controversies 

Bihar medical admission loophole: Low ranks mean top colleges 



Nalanda Medical College is among the top institutes in Bihar 


SANTOSH SINGH 

PATNA,SEPTEMBER10 


■ A GIRL with 14371 All India 
Rank (AIR) in NEET-UG 2019 and 
981 Bihar rank, got through to the 
state’s best college - Patna 
Medical College, in the ‘mop-up’ 
round of counselling. She was not 
allotted any college in the first 
and second rounds. The seat al¬ 
lotment is made as per Bihar 
rank. Her ranking was below the 
cut-off for the lowest-ranked 
Betiah Medical College in the sec¬ 
ond round, which was 954 in the 
open category. In the mop-up 
round though, the cut-off state 
rank for an MBBS seat was 1224. 

■ A boy, with 6871 AIR and 405 
(Unreserved) Bihar rank, settled 
for the third-best college in the 
state — Nalanda Medical College. 

Bihar has 972 medical seats. 
At the start of the mop-up round 
which follows two rounds of 
counselling, a total of 183 seats 
or almost 20% were vacant. Of 
this, 131 were for the unreserved 
candidates. This suggests that at 
least 100 candidates had to be 


content with admission in den¬ 
tal colleges for Bachelor of Dental 
Surgery (BDS) courses, who 
could have got MBBS seats were 
they allowed to take part in the 
mop-up round of counselling. 

Students in Bihar find them¬ 
selves in such a piquant situation 
because of a rule that bars those 
already admitted to any college 
after the second round of coun¬ 
selling from attending the mop- 
up round. Though Patna Medical 
College and the second-best 
Indira Gandhi Institute of Medical 
Sciences had six and nine seats, 
respectively after the second 
round, the boy with 405 Bihar 
rank could not apply for these. 

Students now complain that 
this “non-transparent” coun¬ 
selling by Bihar Combined 
Entrance Competitive 

Examination Board (BCECEB) 
has forced at least 125 candi¬ 
dates with better state ranks to 
remain content with colleges 
they were allotted in the first two 
rounds. They have been “de¬ 
barred” from taking part in mop- 
up (final) round of counselling 
where there was every possibil¬ 


ity of a college upgrade. 

All 183 seats, vacant after two 
rounds, were filled during the 
mop up round. This meant 
lower-ranked students are now 
ahead of those who have already 
sought admission after the sec¬ 
ond round and were not allowed 
to take part in the mop-up round. 

Several states such as 
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh and West Bengal allow 
all students — even those who 
have been allotted seats after the 
second round of counselling — 
to attend the mop-up round. 



Bihar, however, takes recourse to 
a 2017 Supreme Court and a 
2018 state government order to 
bar admitted students from the 
mop-up round. 

The 2017 Supreme Court order, 
in the Dar-Us-Salam Educational 
Trust and others versus Medical 
Council of India and Others case, 
stated: “After the second round of 
counselling for All India Quota 
seats, the students who take ad¬ 
mission in All India Quota seats, 
would not be allowed/ permitted 
to vacate the seats.. This would en¬ 
sure that very few seats are re¬ 


verted to the state quota and also 
All India Quota seats are filled by 
all India merit list only”. 

The order concludes saying: 
“Needless to say this arrangement 
will not apply to states of Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana and Jammu 
and Kashmir. As far as other states 
are concerned, this arrangement 
shall apply to all the colleges.” 

Though the SC order talks 
about the All India Quota seats 
and not state quota seats any¬ 
where, Bihar has made this the 
basis for not allowing those al¬ 
ready admitted to take part in 
the mop up round. But most 
states have interpreted the same 
order differently and allowed all 
candidates to attend the mop-up 
round of counselling opening 
possibilities of college upgrade. 

In Rajasthan, the state govern¬ 
ment’s previous decision of not al¬ 
lowing students to attend mop-up 
round was successfully chal¬ 
lenged. This year, the state govern¬ 
ment had to allow even admitted 
students to attend the mop-up 
round with possibilities of upward 
movement or upgradation. 

When contacted, BCECE 



Controller of Examination Arvind 
Choudhary, said: “We are going 
by the Supreme Court order and 
a 2018 state government order. 
The aggrieved is free to take the 
legal route.” 

When contacted, Principal 
Secretary (Health) Sanjay Kumar 
said: “We are having a look at it.” 

B Srinivas, Assistant Director 
General Medical Education, 
Director General of Health 
Services, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, told The Indian 
Express: “Mop-up means residual 
or leftover. In Bihar, 183 vacant 
seats before mop-up round is a 
huge number. There is a need to 
have a relook at the SC order and 
its interpretation. The percentage 
of mop-up has to be decided. If 
very low rankers get the best col¬ 
leges, there will be a clamour. The 
idea of mop-up was to give others 
a chance but no cap was fixed for 
the mop-up cap round. In princi¬ 
ple, Bihar looks to follow mles but 
it is just the big number of avail¬ 
able seats that demands revisiting 
the system of counselling.” 

FULLREPORT ON 
www.indianexpress.com 


e paper inalane 


ss.com 


Deal between Raman, 
Jogis to influence 2014 
Antagarh bypoll, claims 
former Cong candidate 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

BHOPAL,SEPTEMBER10 


FIVE YEARS after he withdrew 
from a by poll to Antagarh (ST) 
Assembly constituency in 
Chhattisgarh, then Congress can¬ 
didate Manturam Pawar has ac¬ 
cused then Chief Minister Raman 
Singh, former CM Ajitjogi, his son 
Amit Jogi and others of striking a 
Rs 7 crore deal to influence the 
election and forcing him to with¬ 
draw his nomination. 

Manturam was among 12 
candidates in the fray but he 
withdrew at the last moment, 
handing an easy victory to BJP’s 
Bhojraj Nag. He later joined the 
then ruling BJP, which is now the 
Opposition party. 

On Tuesday, the BJP expelled 
him for anti-party activities. 

On Saturday, the 52-year-old 
recorded a statement under 
Section 164 of the CrPC in aJMFC 
Court, Raipur, accusing Singh, 
then PWD Minister Rajesh Munat, 
former CM Jogi and his son Amit, 
among others, of forcing him to 
withdraw his nomination. 

Manturam claimed that a Rs 
7 crore deal was struck at the 
then PWD minister’s home. 
After recording his statement, he 
sought police protection for him 
and his family, citing threat to his 
life and property, and was pro¬ 
vided security on Saturday. 

He alleged that Congress lead¬ 
ers Amin Menon and Firoz 
Siddique told him on August 28, 
2014, that Ajitjogi and his son and 
then legislator Amit had joined 
hands with Raman Singh and the 
BJP because they wanted to harm 
the Congress. He said Siddique 
and Menon called him to Makdi 
dhaba around 5 pm on August 29. 
He claimed the duo told him that 
a deal had been struck between 
Singh and thejogis. 

“I was told that I am a small fry 
and it was explained to me that 
Jogi did not like (then) PCC chief 


Bhupesh Baghel and wanted to 
cut him to size by teaching him a 
lesson in the by-election,” 
Manturam said, adding that 
Siddique made him talk to Raman 
Singh on phone and the then CM 
“asked me to do what I had been 
told to do”. 

Manturam claimed the then 
PWD minister handed over Rs 7 
crore to Siddique at his home and 
he did not get a single penny from 
the amount. He said that he was 
ready to reveal all his property and 
valuables for probe and claimed 
that he went through a phase of 
depression before Singh and the 
Jogis made him join the BJP. 

Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh 
Baghel said his allegations about 
irregularities in the Antagarh by¬ 
poll have been proved right. “The 
conspiracy to murder democ¬ 
racy was deeper than our suspi¬ 
cion,” he tweeted. “I refuse to call 
it politics. I don’t think it’s appro¬ 
priate to call these conspirators 
politicians. Shameful.” 

Raman Singh accused the rul¬ 
ing Congress of putting pressure 
on Manturam to give the state¬ 
ment in view of the ensuing by- 
election to Dantewada con¬ 
stituency. The BJP leader claimed 
there was no deal or exchange of 
money and that he would pres¬ 
ent his side before the court. 

The Congress government 
constituted an SIT in January to 
probe the Antagarh tape case. In 
February, the police named the 
Jogis, PWD minister Munat, 
Manturam Pawar and Dr Puneet 
Gupta, who is the son-in-law of 
Raman Singh, in the FIR filed in 
connection with the case. 

The tapes, first reported by 
The Indian Express, in December 
2015, purportedly showed con¬ 
versations between Singh, 
Gupta, Ajit and Amit Jogi, among 
others. The tapes also have pur¬ 
ported conversations involving 
Pawar. The Congress had ex¬ 
pelled Ajit and Amit Jogi after the 
tapes surfaced. 



PM Narendra Modi with his Nepalese counterpart KP Oli 
during the inauguration via video conference of the cross- 
border petroleum products pipeline. Twitter /pti 


Modi, Oli launch South 
Asia’s first cross-border 
petroleum pipeline 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 

PRIME MINISTER Narendra 
Modi and his Nepalese counter¬ 
part K P Oli on Tuesday jointly in¬ 
augurated the first ever cross- 
border petroleum pipeline in 
South Asia that will ensure un¬ 
interrupted fuel supplies to land¬ 
locked Nepal to meet its energy 
demands at a lower cost. 

The 69 km-long Motihari- 
Amlekhgunj oil pipeline was in¬ 
augurated by the two leaders via 
a video link from their respective 
capitals. 

The pipeline, which starts 
from Motihari in Bihar and ends 
at Amlekhgunj in Nepal, is the 
first of its kind in the South Asia, 
the Indian Embassy in 
Kathmandu said in a statement. 

Indian Oil Corporation Ltd 
(IOCL), India’s largest refiner, built 
the pipeline, with an investment 
of over Rs 324 crore, in collabo¬ 
ration with Nepal Oil Corporation 
Ltd (NOCL), fulfilling the commit¬ 
ment made under an MoU 
signed in August 2014. 

The two sides are also work¬ 


ing to build additional storage fa¬ 
cility at Amlekhgunj depot which 
will augment the storage of pe¬ 
troleum products in Nepal, and 
the NOCL has committed an esti¬ 
mated Rs 75 crore towards this. 

Reiterating India’s commit¬ 
ment to Nepal’s development, 
PM Modi said the bilateral proj¬ 
ects conceived by the two coun¬ 
tries are progressing well and he 
hoped to jointly inaugurate 
them with his Nepal counterpart 
in the coming days. 

Modi pointed out that it was 
constructed in a “record time”. 

While the deadline was 30 
months, it was readied in just 15 
months after the ground break¬ 
ing ceremony was held last year 
during Oli’s visit to India. Every 
year, the pipeline will carry two 
million metric tonne of clean pe¬ 
troleum products at an afford¬ 
able price to Nepal. 

Oli said that the pipeline was 
a big achievement for Nepal. “We 
(India and Nepal) have similar vi¬ 
sions of development, prosper¬ 
ity, and happiness of our people, 
backed up by solid political com¬ 
mitment and strong determina¬ 
tion to realise them,” he said. 


Javadekar presents draft New Delhi 
Declaration at UN conference 


Greater Noida: Union 

Environment Minister Prakash 
Javadekar on Tuesday presented 
to the participants of the 14th UN 
conference on land desertification 
the draft New Delhi Declaration 
which provides a roadmap to¬ 
wards combating the problem. 

According to sources, the 
draft was prepared on Monday 
and it was presented to the del¬ 
egates in a closed meeting at the 


ongoing UN Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 
COP 14, seeking their comments. 

Javadekar, the president of the 
COP, presented it at the closing of 
the high-level segment of the con¬ 
ference. Sources, however, said it 
would take some time for the fi¬ 
nal declaration to take shape. “It 
will be finalised and released on 
September 13,” an environment 
ministry source said. PTI 
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assifieds 


I, Yogesh S/o Sh.Sahab Singh 
R/0-165D Z,Block,New Roshan 
Pura,Najafgarh,New Delhi,have 
changed my name to Yogesh 
Chaudhary for all future 
purposes. 0040511678-7 

I, Anil Kumar Marwaha S/O Late 
Shri Lahori Lai R/Oflat no.102, 
Pocket-14, Moon Light 
Apartment, Sec-20, Rohini, 
Delhi-110086, have changed my 
nameto Anil Kumarforall 
purposes. 0040511799-2 


R/o 703/9 Old Railway Road 
Subhash Nagar Gurgaon- 
122001 , have changed my name 
to Jitender Agarwal 

0050155013-1 


AkhtarShamsi R/O G-10/2 
Muradi Road Batla House 
Jamia Nagar ND-110025 Delhi 
India, have changed my name 
to ShaguftaShamsi vide 
affidavit dated 10/09/2019 
sworn before Notary Ajay 
Seth, Delhi. 0050155018-1 


S/o Late Sh Surendra Kumar 
Bhimrajka R/O House No. 37 
Sector No.22 N.l.T. Faridabad HR 
121005 hereby declare that My 
sonnameisVansh 
Bhimrajka,Vansh and Vansh 
Bhimrajka is same person, 
henceforth he shall be known 
as Vansh Bhimrajka for all¬ 
purpose. 0040511887-1 

It is foTgeneral m formatio'n that" 
l,Veena Sharma W/o Sh. 

Pramod Kumar Sharma R/o 
H.no.C-44, St.No.5, Milan 
Garden Mandoli Extn., Delhi-93, 
informs that name of mine has 
been wrongly written as Beena 
Sharma in mysonSudhanshu 
Sharma’s school record, but 
my actual name of Veena 
Sharma which may be 
amended accordingly. 

0040511841-1 

It is for general information that 
LMOHNISH CHAUHAN S/O 
Mr.Jiwan Prakash Chauhan, 
R/o-TA-173/A, Second-Floor, 
Gali.No.3,Tughlakabad- 
Extension, New Delhi-110019, 
declare that my mother’s name 
is written as LILA NEELAM 
CHAUHAN in myschool- 
certificates.The actual name of 
my mother is LILA CHAUHAN 
which may be amended 
accordingly. 0040511869-2 

I, Salim Choudhary S/o-Noor 
Mohmmad R/o-E- 
83,M.K.Residench, Plot.No. 8 - 
B,Sector-11,Dwarka,New Delhi- 
110075,inform that name of 
mine has been wrongly written 
as Mohhmad Salim in my minor 
son's Aryan Choudhar aged 16 
years in school documents.The 
actual name of mine are Salim 
Choudhary. 0040511849-3 

I, Rajesh KumarJain@Rakesh 
Jain S/oSh.Suresh Chand Jain 
R/o- 86 -A, Gali No.5, Gulab- 
Vatika, Loni-Ghaziabad-UP 
states that,I also known by the 
nameas Rajesh Kumar Jain 
and Rakesh Jain.AII these 
names are of mine and is of 
same person. 0040511874-10 

I, Prince S/O I nder Sharma R/O 
Hno.6/5a, Wardno.12, Parvesh 
Nagar, Rohtak-124001.Changed 
my Name To Prince Sharma For 
All Future Purposes. 

0040511874-1 


I, Peaush Kumar Sehgal, S/o 
C.P.Sehgal, R/o-E-14, Moti- 
Nagar, New Delhi-110015.have 
changed my nameto Peaush 
Sehgal for all future purposes. 

0040511869-6 


I, Pavan Kumar S/O Prem Pal 
Singh, R/O 1-1757/21, Sangam- 
Vihar, Delhi-110062., CHANGED 
My Name To Pawan Kumar. 

0040511884-7 

I, Pari / Pari Chhabra d/o Vishal 
Chhabra r/o Flat NO.-103, Sartaj 
Apartments, E-38, Rajouri 
Garden, New Delhi-110027, 
have changed my name to 
Saddhavi Chhabra. 

0040511820-1 


I, NO.15163907K, L/NkShishu Pal 
S/O Sube Singh of 17 R&O 
Flight/660 Army Aviation SQN 
C/0 56APO, informs that my 
wife name changed from 
Meenakshi Devi to Minakshi. 
Correct name of my wife is 
Minakshi thatshould be 
amended in service records. 

0040511856-1 


I.NO.15163907K, L/NkShishu Pal 
S/O Sube Singh of 17 R&O 
Flight/660 Army Aviation SQN 
C/0 56APO, informs that my 
mother’s name changed from 
Ishpati Devi to Ishvati. Correct 
name of my mother is Ishvati 
that should be amended in 
service records. 0040511858-1 


I, Nimmi @ Kavita W/o Late 
Sh.Sunder Lai R/o BS-89B, 
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088 
have changed my name to 
Nimmi for all purposes. 

0040511822-1 


I, Monu B K S/O-Karan Kumar 
R/O-S-12/38, Khanna-Market, 
Indira-Gandhi Camp, Lodhi- 
Road, Delhi-110003. Have 
Changed my Nameto Monu 
Biswo Karma. 0040511884-2 


I, Mohd Mursaleen S/o Abdul 
Rasheed R/o Flat No.15-16,2nd 
Floor, Ansari Market, Darya 
Ganj, Delhi-110002 have 
changed my son’s name 
ABUZAR MURSALEEN to MD 
ABUZAR. 0040511840-3 


I, Mohd Laiq S/o Mohd Shafiq 
R/o3141-42, Second Floor, Gali 
Naqqar Chian, Turkman Gate, 
Delhi-110006 have changed my 
nameto Mohd Laiq Ahmed. 

0040511840-1 


It is for general information that 
I, NEHA CHAUHAN D/O 
Mr.Jiwan-Prakash 
Chauhan,R/o-TA-173/A, 
Second-Floor, Gali.No.3, 
Tughlakabad-Extension, New 
Delhi-110019, informs that my 
mother’s name is written as 
NEELAM CHAUHAN in my 
school-certificates. The-actual 
name of my mother is LILA 
CHAUHAN which may be 
amendedaccordingly. 

0040511869-4 


I, JlWAN PRAKASH 
CHAUHAN@JIWAN PRAKASH 
S/o Shri.Rello Ram, R/o-TA- 
173/A, Second-Floor, Gali.No.3, 
Tughlakabad-Extension, New 
Delhi-110019, informs that my 
wife’s name is written as 
NEELAM LILA@NEELAM 
(LILA)in my Naval Official 
Records. The actual name of 
my wife is LILA CHAUHAN 
which may be amended 
accordingly. 0040511869-3 


Makkar R/o-H.No.41,J.J. 

Colony,Satya Niketan,Moti 
Bagh-ll,New Delhi-110021,have 
changed my nameto Nisha 
Makkar for all future purposes. 

0040511849-2 


DWIVEDI W/o Mr. Jagdish 
Dubey R/o-H.No.85, Surya- 
Vihar Colony, Village-Sehatpur, 
Sector-91, Faridabad, 
Haryana.havechanged my 
name and shall hereafter be 
known as PINKI DUBEY. 

0040511869-1 

LYash Nagar S/o Jaibir Singh 
R/0-H.N0793, Sector-17 
Faridabad.My father Name is 
Wrongly Written in my 10+2 
Certificate Jaibeer Nagar.The 
Correct name is Jaibir singh. 

0040511821-4 

frVTmta Gupta D/o Sh.Kai lasli 
Gupta R/o-D-144, New- 
Seelampur, Delhi-110053, have 
changed my name.from VINITA 
to VINITA GUPTA for all future 
purposes. 0040511869-7 

I, Vijay Lakshmi Yadav, wife of 
Sh.Lal Singh Yadav r/o H.NO. 
658-659, Sector-28, Faridabad, 
have changed my name from 
Vijay Lakshmi Yadav to VIJAY 
LAX Ml YADAV. 0040511837-1 

LTaranpreet Kaur Jaggi W/o 
Jasvindersingh, R/o-B-173, 
Upper-Ground floor, Fateh 
Nagar Delhi, have Changed my 
Name to Taranpreet kaur 

0040511821-2 

I, Susheel BawejaS/O Ishwar 
Dass Baweja R/O-Hno.256, 
Bharat Nagar, Delhi-110052. 
Have Changed My Name To 
Sushil Kumar Baweja. 

0040511874-3 

I.Surender KumarS/O Shri. 

Suraj Bhan R/O-Khasra 
no.29/25, Alipur, Delhi-110036, 
have changed my name to 
Surender Kumar Mishra. 

0040511884-1 


l»Sumits/o Jugal Kishore 
resident 14/8-A,Tilak Nagar, 
Delhi-110018, havechanged my 
nameto Sumit Pathiala. 

0040511863-1 


I.Siddharth Nagar S/o Jaibir 
Singh Nagar R/o-H.No793 
Sector-17, Faridabad.My father 
& mother Name is Wrongly 
Written in MylOth-Certificate 
Jaibeer Nagar & Nagesh 
Nagar.Correct name is Jaibir 
Singh Nagar& Nageshwari 
Nagar. 0040511821-3 

i»Shurti Rathi W/OSagar 
Shokeen R/o-487/39, National 
Market Peera Garhi Delhi- 
110087, changed my nameto 
Shurti Shokeen. 0040511869-9 


I,Shashi KantaW/oSh.Sudesh 
Kumar R/o C-96, Peera Garhi 
Camp, Delhi-110056, after 
marriage (1994), have changed 
my name to Komal Rani for all 
future purposes. 0040511831-1 


I.Shally Dargun D/oTrilokNath 
R/o 1-71, Karampura Delhi- 
110015 havechanged my name 
toShallyforall purposes. 

0040511862-1 


I, Sandeep Virmani and 
Sandeep Kumar Virmani S/O- 
Balvinder Kumar R/O-Flat.No- 
A-502, Mayurdhwaj-Apartment, 
PLOT NO-60, PATPARGANJ, 
I.P.Extn, DELHI-110092. Have 
Changed My Name To Sandeep 
Kumar. 0040511869-5 

I.Surjeet Singh S/O Mohan 
Singh R/O-C-16, Block-C, Pratap 
Nagar, Delhi-110007. Have 
Changed My Name To Surjit 
Singh. 0040511874-5 


I, Ritesh S/o Ram Pyare R/o 
G2/14-B Street No-12 Sai 
Enclave Mohan Garden Uttam 
Nagar New Delhi-110059 have 
changed my nameto Ritesh 
Kumar Verma. 0040511884-3 


I, Ria D/o Sh. Sunil Chawla R/o 
593, Malout, Muktsar Malout 
Panjab-152107, have changed 
my name to Ria Chawlafor all 
purposes. 0040511894-1 


I, Rakesh Ganga Ram, S/O 
Ganga Ram, H. No-117, Pocket- 
2, Paschimpuri, West Delhi, 
Delhi-110063, Changed My 
Name To Rakesh Balai. 

0040511899-4 


I, Rajvir Singh S/o Ram Saroop 
R/o House No-7B Near Post 
Office Village Masoodpur 
Vasant Kunj New Delhi-110070 
have changed my name to 
RajbirSingh. 0040511884-4 

I, Durgesh Singh S/o L B Singh 
R/o-BS-58B,Shalimar 
Bagh,Delhi -88 have changed 
my name to Durgesh Kumar. 

0040511867-1 


I, Lai Singh Yadav, son of late 
Sh.Sheo Ram r/o HNo.658, 
Sector-28, hereby affirm and 
informs that mywife Vijay 
Lakshmi Yadav has changed 
her name as Vijay Laxmi Yadav. 
Now, in my Indian passport No. 
K-8844801, name of spouse 
may be changed as VIJAY 
LAXMI YADAV. 0040511838-1 

I, Krian A. Shetti S/o Dr. Ashok 
Ganapti Shetti, R/o 187-E, 
Pocket A-3, MayurVihar Phase- 
Ill, Delhi-110096, havechanged 
my nameto Kiran AshokShetti 
forall purposes. 0040511860-1 

I, Kavita Devi W/o Late bh. 
Shekhar, R/o H.No.65 Balmiki 
Basti Ranhola Extn. Nangloi 
Delhi-110041, havechanged my 
nameto Babita forall 
purposes. Both Kavita Devi & 
Babita are same person. 

0040511845-1 

l7KamlaKumaTi'W70Tvic): 
13924589 Ex Rect Balbir Singh 
R/O H.No.671, VPO-Devli, New 
Delhi-110080 havechanged my 
nameto Kamla Devi forall 
purposes. 0040511822-2 


S/O BaljeetSingh R/O-A-29, 
Lajpat Nagar-1, New Delhi- 
110024, Changed My Name To 
Kamal PreetSingh. 

0040511874-7 

l,"Jas vfncl e r S i n g PnaggTS/o 
Jaspal Singh Jaggi R/o-B-173, 
Upper-Ground floor, Fateh 
Nagar Delhi,have changed my 
nameto Jasvindersingh 

0040511821-1 

l.iqraAlam u/u Mehboob Alam 
Khan., R/O-5132, Sharif- 
Manzil,-Ballimaran, Chandni- 
Chowk, Delhi-110006. Changed 
My NameTo Iqra. 

0040511884-10 

I, Himanshu S/o.Ashok Kumar 
Garg R/o-32,Guru Angad Nagar 
Extension,Laxmi Nagar.Delhi- 
110092,have changed my name 
to Himanshu Garg 
permanently. 0040511849-1 


Kamla Nand Pandy R/O-K-4/4, 
Gali No-5, Gangotri-Vihar West 
Ghonda, Delhi-110053., 
Changed My Name To Harish 
Pandey. 0040511874-8 


Sharma R/o J-905, Prateek 
Laurel, Sector-120, Noida, have 
change my name from Bhawna 
Bhardwaj to Bhawana 
Bharadwaj forall future 
purpose. 0040511861-1 

I, Bharat BhushaiTS/o AmTF - 
Chand R/o-Flat no.425 
Platinum-Heights Sec- 8 B 
Dwarka-110078 have changed 
my name to Bharat Chand. 

0040511884-5 

I.Benazeer D/O Ismail Babu, 
R/O-1831,2nd-Floor, Gali No-1, 
Azad-Market, Delhi-110006., 
CHANGED My Name To 
Benazeer Badshah Khan. 

0040511884-9 

1, Beer Pal S/o Late Sh.Ramfaf 
R/oGaon-Tigaon,Tigaon (95), 
Faridabad, Tigaon, Haryana- 
121101 havechanged my name 
to Virpal Nagar for all 
purposes. 0040511822-3 

l» Ashok Kumar, S/o Megh Singh 
R/o H.No. WZ-1013D, Gali No. 13, 
Sadh Nagar, Palam Colony, 
Delhi-45, have changed my 
name to Ashok Kumar Yadav. 

0070673737-1 

I.Ashi Joshua D/O-Norris 
Mathews R/0-H.N0.1899-C/18, 
3rd-Floor, GovindPuri, 
Extn.Kalkaji New-Delhi. Have 
Change My Name From Ashish 
Mathews To Ashi Joshua.,For 
All Purpose. 0040511869-10 

I, Anil Sharma S/O Premnath 
Sharma R/O-A-204, Anmol 
Apartment, Sector-2, 
Plotno.3/A, Dwarka, Delhi- 
110075.Changed my Child 
Name Hridesh SharmaaTo 
HirdeshSharma. 0040511874-2 

I, Alima Khatun, D/o Khalil Miya 
and W/oJahid Miya alias Anil 
Mahto, and resident of SQ 
Flat.No.803,Tower-l, Parsvnath 
Prestige 2 (Srishti),Sector 
93A,Noida,Uttar Pradesh- 
201304,have changed the name 
of my mi nor son aged about 4 
years,to Aahaan Kumarfrom 
‘Sadham Miya’, as was 
recorded in his Birth Certificate 
No.WB.BR.2015/l/20041/2189,i 
ssued by Alipurduar 
Municipality on 20.01.2016.My 
son Aahaan Kumar and the 
said child ‘Sadham Miya’ are 
one and the same person.My 
son will hereafter be known 
and identified only by the 
name Aahaan Kumar for all 
official and unofficial 
purposes. 0040511888-1 


I, Alina D/o Mohd Zaheer R/o 
1686, Gali TakhatWali, 
Suiwalan, Darya Ganj, New 
Delhi-110002 havechanged my 
nameto AlinaZahir. 

0040511840-2 

I.Roshni Kumari W/O Ashish 
Kumar Singh, R/O K-316/1, Flat 
No-14, Rousa-Apartment, 

Street No- 6 , Mahipalpur-Extn, 
N.Delhi-110037. Changed My 
Name To Roshni Singh. 

0040511874-6 

I, Akanksha D/o Sh. Praveen 
Juneja R/OT-510/C-52/A-4, First 
Floor, Baljeet Nagar, New Delhi- 
110008 havechanged my name 
to Akanksha Juneja. 

0040511832-1 


I, MayankS/O Ashok Kumar R/O 
Village-Pana Moria, Murthal, 
Sonipat-131027. Have Changed 
My Name To Mayank Kumar. 

0040511874-4 


I Aditya@ P.Aditya, S/o 
Sh.P.Padmanathan, R/o-B/111, 
Pkt-B, Sigma-3, Greater- 
Noida—201301, Gautam- 
BudhNagar, Uttar-Pradesh. 
have changed my name to 
Aditya Padmanathan forall 
purposes. 0040511869-8 


I Sandeep Kumar Jain S/o 
Surinder Kumar Jain R/o 407, 
Jagrati Enclave, Delhi-110092, 
have changed my name to 
Sandeep Jain for all future 
purposes. 0040511857-1 


Chand Gautam R/0-F-23b, 
Street No-19, Laxmi-Nagar, 
Delhi-110092., Changed My 
Name To Manoj Gautam. 

0040511884-8 


LubhayaSharma R/O-Block-O 
H.No.49 Sector-12 Noida 
Gautam-BudhNagar-U.P. Have 
Changed My Name To Chhatar 
Pal Sharma. 0040511884-6 

I Charan Jeet Kaur W/o Chander' 
Pal R/o H. No. 184/C, Block-C, 
S.G.M. Nagar, Faridabad, 
Haryana-121001, have 
changed my name from Charan 
Jeet Kaurto Chetna Kushwah 
forall purposes. 0040511899-5 


PROFESSIONAL COURSES 

DOWSING Workshop- School of 
Indian Dowsers’ 162nd 
workshop on 15 September in 
Mumbai. Civil Engineers, 
Architects, Reiki Healers, 
Geologists, Land Examination 
Experts and all for ordinary 
Dowsing is useful. Learn 
Aliment Geopathlc Stress, 
Underground Radiation and 
howto search water. Become 
Certificate holders & earn 
more income. Guidance by 
world famous Dowsing Expert 
Professor Ravi Vaidya. 

Contact Mob.: 9821349038/ 
9821380289/See feedback of 
150 photos on website 
www.indiandowsers.org 

0070673678-2 


My Original-Certificate & 
Marksheet of Main Secondary- 
Examination Year-2013 Roll 
No.7155922 & Senior-Secondary 
Examination Year-2015 Roll 
N 0.7643799 Passoutfrom-CBSE 
has been actually 
lost.Vikashdeep sharma H.No- 
79.Village-Ecknar, Post-Office- 
Dhanwan, Distt.Nawada, Bihar- 
805103. Contact.7627039884. 

0040511702-10 

T,"DaTip Jolly, S/O Late Shri K L 
Jolly R/o B205, GK, Part-1, New 
Delhi-110048 have lost my 
original property document, 
Property No. A 301, Gitanjali 
Apartments, New Delhi-110092, 
Contact: 

dalipjolly@yahoo.com, 
9810001647. 0040511843-1 

lflsTiotrfied for the information 
that my Original Qualifying 
Examination Certificate of 
Main Secondary Examination 
ofyear 2014 and Roll no. 

2627737 issued by CBSE has 
been actually lost. Aakash 
Dadwal, Gurgaon, 8800961850. 

0040511834-1 

I Vinod Nautiyal S/o 
Sh.Surender Dutt Nautiyal R/o 
N-18-B-1, Dilshad Garden, 
Delhi-110095 have lost my 
original paper i.e. Flat Buyer 
Agreement & Possession 
Letter of Shop No.204, 

Aggarwal Tower, Local 
Shopping Center, O & P Pocket 
Market, Dilshad Garden, Delhi- 
110095. Finders may contact at 
Mobile NO.9818672206. 

0040511822-4 
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RAJESH KUMAR GUPTA-ADVOCATE 
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Vi m'i SHARMA [>/0 bajan 

SHARMA EX. W/O SH. MAN ISM 
BALONl. rei n ■!£ nl 1 C G/j/A S-frcet 
No-D. Shy am Vihar Pnase-Z, 
Niijn^irh krw Dulhi-11Q-D4-3 
■declare that remarre d w-th ALOK 
SHARMA S/O 5H. &ANWARI LA.L 
SHARMA vide marriaEt certificate 
No. so7ic:oi>:o73g2E. dated 2406- 
■ ZQJi? aflrr rl (if rry previous 

mi strand MAM SH BAtONI vide 
(,£iur: ji rvDro: Na IWA Na. H^S/lS 
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Father zA rny minor dac^htEf may 
SrrVdwrt as AcOK SHARMA. Ii is 
certified that 1 have cornplietf with 
aflier regal requirement In this 
rtjnn r^tisn VINNY SHARMA 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


My clients Arjun Yadav and Sunita W/o Sh. 
Arjun Yadav both R/o D-38, Gali No.3, Baljit 
Vihar, Near Aakash Model School, Nithari, 
Delhi-110086, do hereby disowned/ debarred 
their son and daughter in law namely Jatin 
Yadav and Babita Yadav from all her movable 
& immovable properties for being 
disrespectful, quarrelsome and disobedient 
towards my clients and my clients have/has 
henceforth severed all their relation with 
them. If the son and daughter-in-law of my 
clients mentioned above is found involve in 
any illegal activities/civil/criminal cases etc. at 
any time, my clients shall not be responsible 
for the same in any manner whatsoever and 
anybody dealing with them will do at his own 
cost and risk. 

Sd/- 

SUNIL KUMAR Advocates 
248, Vidya Vihar, West Enclave, 
Pitam Pura Delhi-110034 
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General 'PiJtJfle“^Treretfy informec 
that my clients Sh. Rajesh Kumar 
Bhutani son of Sh. Hari Krishan anc 
his wife Smt. Arti, both R/o B-161, 
Janta Colony Shivaji Vihar, New 
Delhi-110027, have severed all their 
relations and connections with their 
son Hardik living separately some¬ 
where else, as he has proven to be 
most disobedient, disrespectful anc 
harmful towards my clients and my 
clients hereby disown and debai 
them from inheriting any of their 
movable and immovable properties. 
Anybody dealing with him shall be 
doing so at his own cost and peril 
and for which my clients and theii 
other family members shall not be 
held liable or responsible. 

Sd/- 

N.K. MISHRA (Advocate) 
Ch.No. 568-A, 1st Floor, W. Wing, 
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54. 


PU+ca: rjrgu intomiKl Ural my diems 
Mrlhlesh Yadav aid fwr ibabord Ra ; 
Kimar Yadav bath P/a Hsxjm Ns. 

Rons V+iai Mofiawadpur 
h@i, Nartrt Weal DeIN Drill-.-!l £091 
ha™ dehamid ui'd irmir sun 

Dhda &nrt hs Ksvila Yadav Iran- 
Ih-sir al msvatle and inmavable 
proi>eriies either sfilf-acqu dc or 
anceslral srtuafisc ah over India anc 
SHVETLd reapers fee are' duu to lhair 
mlSt5eh^rtQ■ pnd 

cients made h a Seia r aliar today i.e 
201 "- 

JhN Kunji 

SaSrt.BtaM m hish 

En'tf.Nf.aTHNB)17 


Sh. Virender Jain R/O C-455, stree' 
no. 10 Majlis Park, Azadpur, Delhi- 
110033, debarred their Son Sh 
Saurabh jain and their daughter-in- 
law Smt. Shivani Bajpai with respec 
to all movable and immovable 
properties and inheritance and m\ 
clients have severed all theii 
relations with them and my clients 
are not responsible for their acts. 

PRAMOD AGARWAL (Advocate) 
D-62/07 
B-26 A, Arihant marg 
Kewal park Azadpur 
Delhi-110033 


PUBLIC NOTICE, 

My blent Shi ^amphal S'P Shri Jei 
KiS'ianK’oH.IVj. 121-A.3aviin N^gar, 
Re?*' [&hj-110G17 ha? nil his 
leiaUan® ihUi hit al Jet son Sir; Bulb r 
Sfa Sfi. Rampial disofcedienoe by 
him. My cJisril has dEbarrad iiiin frefn 
■Veiling al rwy&bfe 5 mninavable 
sraperes, snytody daaling h,n 
snsll tw dsirg so 2 t his ffAft r*. and my 
danl sha! nztbE rEspansihle Inr hin 
acts f deeds f Ihirgs wnh imnYtiliata 

ElfenlE. 

Ma n oj K j ™ r i Advocate I 
ML-2&-A5. First Flonr Hakiya Nagar. 
_Ntw DAMnM iOQiT 

My r+i.ii'; £1- Ri+n n 5lei+iei Sid his *il:: 

Mk . riK-rn Stephen fioiii R.M h rki 

fflHii’lG CWi OnmfMUKJ. SI jois 
Chi+di, Mfiffanl hereby pedare :nal 
infif Scr FAr.-oyel Slepben and Ns'nils 
Ms slra Ran arend! In BieircantBlaaKl 
dje to Ifer sh-amaful ato, n-^ga of rry 
dienl rs t^rng Larni-E-T-ed. Ms. Isha ^ari 
ganeraiy IhrealErs (heTi ard nsi" twa 
‘daughe s ruicalE h lake cases. S3 
-nydteil disown (heraKva rara&d son 
-Drid rite wirn Bon nsr nnopgrtiss aid 

Aw dwwn rroni the; r belwonsti end 

J jank sccorfils al ynTSi+v; jin J totor-e *tt 

;riSr> rrly plpn I i fipl I yrie iv 11,- cCmcerii 
oanisrh qn qrry jsd pf cxmi b-iftii 
daneby thehatw« named smtann hs 
■*Ha. Ai'oj Kumarfiftigh, Advocate 
Ch Nn SIS. Lmyars BIkL SaretCo. d. HD-r J 


Goldman Sachs senior executive 
held for swindling firm of Rs 38 cr 
to pay off poker debt, say police 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

fbs is In &nng to ptbir nedra cf autiical 
; erge thkil my Sienl Shri Charun Rymgr 
ageo 3G years sld g/o Sudar^an Rvs 
F 54. Gal No 15-. Pal Pm’npd Put, 
N'-;*- Dfilhi 110344 lyg w ring (g 
:+ii:i:;i: hisramfi Irom "Chamari Ki^fiar" 
Ki ■JUnafiKyrnar 

TKM atea erim Ual-cd £ wllbp ^ 
krvj* ■ >■ r^SAman v.iTTiar jn hx.rmlil 
|he rttt hencpVjdh yi-.y par^i 
dfifilhg wifi hurt would te do Sb pi &y N$ 
■lfiw fiSftlfl rtafTift) r fi. Aninn 

Kumar A n> Iht KrtJtqufiryc+iJ ri'iy Clrthl 
sm \he knnwiiataboii^$aid ifiA’i-aciMi 
hsfead tf armvfi itremoifid Un rumfi 

E.P. Bharti fAdvacateJ 
Ch No.l19.SnkfllConr!,&jlhi.17 


This is to tring to your kind 
-rodee lhat I Mllhllesh Kdinar. 
Adv;^alc or Ixihulf of ny clients 
■jirla Fry-; Prio^cts P^l. Led futf. 
Q-52. Lrvjc Road. Industrial 
Area nmihi ih&i toe 1 ku By 
Mr. Rain Sriph n af Enii. 

tn^nuo aav. Deled an id (XI 
1955.S. RD By Sruf. JaswanU in 
Fnvhii- of £.ml LiUnw^ti, Dalnd 
dll 5 10.1995 or Che pHJptrLy 
an-eriiig N^. H-5i. Lewrancc 
Rdad Deinl. Messdriflg B36 So 
Vtrs 2 Copy af pnrlnr:' ship de ad 
M/s Rose KetaUye a Sons. 
3. Copy cJ Ihir [Jenlh Curiificolc: 
fata Sh Rem Kaiarlya 

.i. Sms, 4. GPA by 
Mflflne Gvpie Wfc Sh Reiyeh 
Kuinar in lavmr of Sh. Pawan 
(turner |ho property bearing 
no- D-S2 Ir-Juslrial A-'ea Lawre-iLe 
I ir- ii we& Isnmft where 
y'l La-wi f irifi Road. Nfir#,' Dfrilii. 
If lounrl by anyone:, may KnrJy ac 
rertufln lo il>s afFw&aaid addreafi (fl 
rrty rlmnl 

Nlithi Irish Kumar (Advocatol 
Oi. No. 71 7 Lawyers Chambers, 
Disinct Cobd Rehin Celm (15 


COURT NOTICE 


PBOCUU.Jjifll =Ea. FJ'.j *—'ijl'iltc? [SDC-T 
■'IFKR 6 n& 3Jcl ff ^sd: n! Ctrt a T-:=dyfi! 
In th-a-cpLrtcf Sh. Laxmi Kiri 
Adsiiitnai Dewict judge rCciirai-o&i 
RtiDm Np. 307. 3rd Floor, 

Tis hazari Courls Delhi 
Suit I4 q. : CS No. 360/1 B 
Vinod Ghafil 
Versus 

Sixt" r Kumar A Dr= 

To, 

Sh. Sudfieer Kumar 
S/o Late Sh. N.S. Ghaltl 
Addre-55 : Ntrl Known 
WHEftEAS yuii are 
Irttontenfllly avoiding aervee ol 
Eummons. II i& hereby nolihed -hal 
if you shall not dedend Ihe case on 
the 31-ID-2019 the day Ibted tor 
the linsl disposal, it aim be heard 
and delarmmec e.r-p= rta. 

GIVEN under my hard and Ihe 
seal ol Ihe coud. this 09-DB-2O1 a 

51'' 

*(Wiii;nai Cistrkl Jidge lCenirai-w) 
CS«D L'filni 


EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 

BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 10 

A SENIOR executive of global fi¬ 
nancial services firm Goldman 
Sachs and a former employee of 
the company have been arrested 
by the Bengaluru Police for di¬ 
verting funds to the tune of Rs 38 
crore to a private account in 
Hong Kong, allegedly to repay 
gambling debt incurred by the 
senior executive. 

Ashwani Jhunjunwala, 36, 
and former employee Vedanth 
Rungta, 28, were arrested by the 
Marathahalli police on the basis 
of a complaint filed on 
September 8 by Abhishek 
Parsheera, the firm’s legal head. 
The two have been charged un¬ 
der Indian Penal Code sections 
for criminal breach of trust and 
cheating. 

“Ashwani Jhunjhunwala, an 
employee of the company, with 
the help of an ex-employee, 
Vedanth Rungta, misused his 
position and fraudulently mis¬ 
appropriated funds amounting 


to $5.4 million (approximately 
Rs 38 crores) by transferring 
the said amount to a private ac¬ 
count in Industrial and 
Commercial Bank of China 
(Asia) Limited,” the Bengaluru 
police said in a statement on 
Tuesday. 

The alleged illegal transfer of 
funds, which occurred on 
September 4, was halted on 
Tuesday on the request of the 
police and the funds were di¬ 
verted back to Goldman Sachs, 
police said. 

The fraud came to light on 
September 6, after junior em¬ 
ployee Gaurav Mishra, whose lo¬ 
gin credentials were used by 
Jhunjhunwala to transfer part of 
the funds, alerted the legal de¬ 
partment. 

An internal inquiry con¬ 
ducted by Goldman Sachs 
found that Jhunjhunwala used 
the login credentials of three 
junior employees after sending 
them away on errands during a 
training he was conducting. 

The internal probe found that 
the login credentials of Mishra 


were used to set up “third party 
Standard Settlement 

Instructions (SSI)”. CCTV footage 
matched with the time stamp on 
the systems at the time of the 
creation of the third party SSI 
showed Jhunjhunwala using the 
devices of his juniors. 

The internal probe also found 
that the senior executive trans¬ 
ferred funds to a private account 
in the name of Synergy Wisdom 
Limited in the Industrial and 
Commercial Bank of China (Asia) 
Limited in Hong Kong. 

Jhunjhunwala has reportedly 
admitted to transferring Rs 38 
crores to the account. He has also 
admitted to running up debts of 
Rs 49 lakh while playing poker 
online. 

The internal probe found 
that Jhunjunwala was helped 
by Rungta, who convinced him 
of a share in the funds trans¬ 
ferred to the foreign account in 
order to help him pay his debt. 
Rungta provided details of the 
Hong Kong account on 
WhatsApp to Jhunjhunwala, 
the probe found. 


Kerala municipality caught between 
SC demolition order, residents’ plight 



SHAJU PHILIP 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 
SEPTEMBER 10 

TORN BETWEEN an ultimatum 
by the Supreme Court to demol¬ 
ish flats constructed in violation 
of CRZ norms, and the predica¬ 
ment of350-odd families resid¬ 
ing at these apartments, the 
Maradu municipality near Kochi 
has adopted a two-pronged 
strategy — to serve eviction no¬ 
tices to the residents and to ap¬ 
proach the state government to 
protect their rights. 

Last week, the Supreme 
Court had asked the Maradu 
municipality to implement its 
earlier order to demolish the four 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

RR I' KNOWN TO IHF 
GENERAL PUBLIC TT-1 AT MY 
CLIENTS SH. SANJEEV JAIN 
^AADHARNO T320S-D1655-19;. 
Hi O' SH KAMA I KUMAR 
jain an:j hiS WIFF SMT 
HENLJ JAIN (AADHAR NO. 
73625723463.21 BOTH 
RESIDENT OF D-21, 3RD 
FLOOR. CAL NO. I WEAR 
SAI MAN I iK ! AXMI NAC'-IAK 
DELHI I - 11QG&2, HAVE 
DISOWNED TliElP SON SI I. 
KUSH AGRA JAIN (AADHAR. 
NO. 593638350272) AGED 25 
TEARS FROM All. IHfclh! 
MOVEABLE AHd- 
IMMOVEABLE PROPERTIES 
AN D OTI i ER ASSETS DUE TO 
THE FACT THAT HE IS 
CON r IN U O U 5 LV C AUSIN C 
IM M F N $ £ M h R r AI A N l,> 
PHYSICAL HARASSMENT 
INCLUDING GIVING 
THREATS TO MY CLIENTS 
AND HE IS NOT IN THEIR 
C [_i n i h ot My c L i E n r y 
HAVE SEVERE DALI SORTS 
OT RE L A TIONSHIP 
4NCLUEHNG FINANCIAL, 
SOCIAL. PROPRIETY ETC, 
WITH KU SHAQRA JAIN AND 
EVERYBODY AS SOCl Al p II 
WiTH HIM IN HIS AFORESAlD 
ACTS THERE IS CONSTANT 
APPREHENSION THAT 
KUSH AGRA JAIN yflV 
CAUSE WHOM (,i i-UL LOSS 
TO IMP PROPERTY.'ASSETS 
& REPUTATION OF MY 
CLIENTS. IF ANYBODY 
KEEPS ANY RELATION OR 
DEALS WITH HIM f ANYONE 

ASSOGhA fU3 \Wi I l-S HIM IN 

ANY MANNER 

WHATSOEVER HE/SHE 
WOULD BE DOING SOLELY 
AT HIS.HER OWN R : SK AND 
CON^i-DUfeN{:i-:-; anti My 
CLIENTS SHALL NOT BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ACT 
> SEED OF KUSH AGRA JAIN 
OR ANYONE ASSOCIATED 
Wl rn HIM IN H’S SAI DAC I S ' 

DHARMENORA KUMAR (Advocate! 

C* ffc 477, W ” " 


Public Notice 


flu:ii up Corcunercsai Olfice 1 Spate 
No. DTJ223, oa Second Floor, 
having its PlinPv Covered k'k 
measuring 63.955 sq-am -rieuefs 
■nnd hevsrg. its Saps?A nsa USE 

Square Meiers along at TihcCet 

Partointj Spata Nl 1 BF2Q27 and 
9P 2Q20 s:luat?s at DL* 'owe*- 
Jasdrt (Tarter-Bl Ne* 0? t.i nss 
registered a tie ol Late 

Bnagwan Dass KfrjraAa S b Late 
Khan Khurena, 635 
expired on 06.09 ?615. leaw'c 
a Wi {My 

registered pj ng ]755 

in Book No.3 Voterr* Ac 
twgs 09lo91 daled Oi "09.2006n 
lhaofflcBoiS R Villi. " mtavgr 
oi Mrs Knsurn Khuiann W o late 
Srtn Shagwan Daa.s kfiijNr.fn R 
8 JQO, OiiQuMl Fioor. F nends 

Colony, Now Dft» d 10025 and 
accordingly to* nariH> ort Mn 
Kgigrfl Khursnd is btinfi noM r 
DLF'i rnjL-Jil in mpad of 
captioned plot. If anybody bn -my 
otnachon to this he or tni, 
approach Ms ; DlF Hpme 
Davelopers Limj#d or toe 
undersigned wilim Zi of 
poMioabcn ollhiSnoLcfi 

Rakesh ND lAOvocafe 
Delhi Higto Court 
Enrol, No. 13- 


apartment complexes and file a 
compliance report on or before 
September 20. 

While municipal officials 
were sent Tuesday to serve evic¬ 
tion notices to the flat owners, 
asking them to vacate the apart¬ 
ments within five days, the 
council meeting passed two 
resolutions, asking the state 
government to ensure that the 
residents are protected. The 
municipality has also invited 
expression of interest from 
agencies to raze down the 
structures. 

As protests over the govern¬ 
ment’s decision to implement 
the SC order gathered steam, the 
ruling Congress in the municipal 
body moved a resolution, asking 
the government to protect the 
interests of the flat owners. It 
wanted the government to move 
a review petition in the court. 
The CPI(M)-led Opposition 
moved another resolution, 
which wanted the government 



PUBLIC NOTICE 


This is to inform that 
Plot No 207C,(GP) 
Sector 31, Faridabad 
(issued in lieu of Plot 
No 50, Sector 21C, 
Part HE, Faridabad) in 
the name of Sh. Sant 
Lai Sharma s/o Sh. 
Gopi Ram was sold 
thru sale deed No 
15900 dt. 12.1.2006 
to Sh. Rakesh 
Kukreja s/o Hira 
Nand Kukeraja, r/o 
635, Sector 21A, 
Faridabad and Mrs. 
Jyoti Arora w/o Sh. 
Harish Arora, r/o 548, 
Sector 2 1 A, 
Faridabad. Now they 
have applied to 
HSVP for transfer in 
their name, tf 
anybody is having 
any objection, then 
he/she may object to 
the same to the 
Estate officer, within 
30 days of publication 
ofthisadvertisement. 

Estate Officer 
HSVP Faridabad 


SCRAP FOR SALE (E-AUCTION) 

F-Auction fnrms are irwiifid from intending Buyers for dispose, strictly on 
'As is Wtiere is* basis, on lot basis oi Flood wafer effected Electrical 
A«Hiarioe 5 (Refrigefalor Wasbintg Machine, Coaler. Fan, Air Condilroner 
TV' Deep Freezer. Geyser Mixer Water Pump Microwave RO, Atta 
Chah<u Alnurah. Gas Churta, Swing. Machine &. other mi sc materials 
excluPsng_ taxes. Salvage Delonging- to M/s Prakash Electronics, 
Idaratganj M B. Gohna Maunath Bhanjan-275101 <U P.). Effected material 
c&rt b£ inspected at Idaratganj m.B. Gohne. Mat rath 8 nari jan-2 ?&1D1 
(U.P i between 11 . 09.19 io 23 . 09.19 after taking prior appointment from Mr. 
Om Prakash JaiswaJ -99^5140720 
E - Auction date time-21 09.19 between 03 ; 00 PM to 04 ; 30 PM 
interested Buyers/tudders have to deposit an EMD (D.G.) of Rs. 4 Lacs Jh 
‘evc-ur □( 'M s Prakash Electronics' payable at Mau ;-J F ; (□ participate rt 
(he e-aucton Qne or aB Bid&'OffefS can tie canceled wiltiout assigning any 
reason b-At.cliorr terms- can be -obtained from the Auctioneers Salvor 
•Settfers Pvt r Lid. 511. Rggr Usha Kiran Building, Commercial 
Complex. Azadpur, Delhi-110013. Contacl Mr, Jitender Thakur i 
0744013008 . 96 54772277 __ 

B.S. CHAWLA & Co. 

(SURVEYORS & VALUERS) D«thi/All^iabad 
Mli>b 09415215645 . 0981010842 ^ e-mail ; bschowla ceii/gmall com 


to inform the SC that the ruling 
could not be implemented. 

Council vice-chairman 
Boban Nedumparambil said the 
municipal body has no other op¬ 
tion but to address the concern 
of the residents. “As peoples’ rep¬ 
resentatives, we have to share 
the pain of the owners. At the 
same time, our officials are go¬ 
ing ahead with the plan to de¬ 
molish the flats,” he said. 

While officials went to the 
flats with eviction notices, some 
residents refused to accept it. 
They shut the gate of the com¬ 
plex to prevent the officials from 
entering the flats. 

Meanwhile, to mobilise pub¬ 
lic opinion against the demoli¬ 
tion drive, flat owners are set to 
observe a dawn-to-dusk fast on 
Wednesday, when Kerala cele¬ 
brates Onam festival. The fast 
would be held under the aegis of 
Maradu House Protection 
Committee, a forum of the flat 
owners. 



Vijay Kumar Chopra 


Punjab Kesari’s 
V K Chopra 
elected as 
PTI chairman 


EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 

THE CHIEF Editor of the Punjab 
Kesari Group, Vijay Kumar Chopra, 
has been appointed the chairman 
of Press Trust of India, which is the 
premier news agency in the coun¬ 
try. Chopra, a Padma Shri awardee, 
is also the managing director of the 
Punjab Kesri group. 

Chopra was elected as the PTI 
chairman at the meeting of PITs 
board of directors on Friday, 
September 6, following the 71 st 
annual general meeting of PTI. 

A former president of the 
Indian Newspaper Society, 
Chopra, 87, has been the chair¬ 
man of PTI twice in the past—in 
2001-2002 and in 2009- 2010. 
He will replace N Ravi, the pub¬ 
lisher and former Editor-in-Chief 
of The Hindu. 

Vineet Jain, the Managing 
Director of Bennett Coleman and 
Company Limited, which pub¬ 
lishes the Times of India, among 
other newspapers, was ap¬ 
pointed as PITs vice-chairman on 
Friday. He was also the PTI vice- 
chairman during Chopra’s last 
stint as chairman in 2009-2010. 

Other members of the PTI 
board, apart from Chopra, Jain and 
Ravi, include Viveck Goenka (The 
Indian Express Group), Mahendra 
Mohan Gupta ( DainikJagran ), K N 
Shanth Kumar ( Deccan Herald), 
Riyad Mathew (Malay ala 
Manorama ), Aveek Kumar Sarkar 
(.Anandabazar Patrika), M P 
Veerendra Kumar (Madjrubhumi), 
R Lakshmipathy ( Dinamalar ), 
Hormusji N Cama ( Mumbai 
Samachar), Praveen Someshwar 
(Hindustan Times), Justice R C 
Lahoti, Deepak Nayyar, Shyam 
Saran, and J F Pochkhanawalla. 
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North 

Panchkula property issue: HC 
notice to AJL, Motilal Vora 


Chandigarh: The Punjab and 
Haryana High Court on 
Tuesday issued notice to the 
Associated Journals Limited 
(AJL) and senior Congress 
leader Motilal Vora on a peti¬ 
tion filed by the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) against an in¬ 
terim order passed by the ap¬ 
pellate authority for status quo 
on AJL’s property in Sector 6, 


Panchkula, which the ED at¬ 
tached last year. Publisher of 
the National Herald newspa¬ 
per, AJL is run by Young Indian, 
controlled by the Gandhi fam¬ 
ily. After hearing the counsel 
representing ED, Justice 
Surinder Gupta issued a notice 
to AJL and Vora regarding a 
stay of the appellate authority 
order until November 7. ENS 



Union Minister Rajnath Singh greets senior BJP leader 
LK Advani at an event to pay tribute to Bharat Ratna 
Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant on his 132nd birth 
anniversary in New Delhi on Tuesday. Prem Nath Pandey 


East 

Bengal police arrest ‘JMB 
operative’ in Chennai 


Kolkata: The Special Task 
Force of Kolkata Police on 
Tuesday arrested a suspected 
member of the banned ter¬ 
ror outfit Jamaat-ul- 
Mujahideen Bangladesh 
(JMB) from Chennai. He has 
been identified as Asadullah 
Sheikh alias Raja (35) - a res¬ 
ident of Bardhaman district. 
He is accused of involvement 


in the 2018 Bodh Gaya blasts 
and other terror attacks. A 
Chennai court has granted 
three-day transit remand to 
the Kolkata STF and he will 
soon be brought to West 
Bengal. So far, The Kolkata 
STF has arrested five sus¬ 
pected JMB members, in¬ 
cluding Sheikh, in the past 
two weeks. ENS 


West 

‘Debt-ridden’ real estate 
developer kills self in Surat 


Surat: A 50-year-old real es¬ 
tate developer committed 
suicide in Surat district on 
Monday, reportedly due to fi¬ 
nancial trouble, police said 
on Tuesday. The deceased, 
Haresh Ravani (50), was 
found hanging from the ceil¬ 
ing of his farm house in 
Kamrej, by the house help. 
Ravani had left home earlier 
that day to check on ongoing 


projects in the city. Kamrej 
police station officials sent 
the body to a government 
hospital for a post-mortem. 
According to officials, Ravani 
was under stress and was 
also taking medication for 
depression because of ongo¬ 
ing financial trouble with his 
company. Sources said he 
had also borrowed money 
on interest. ENS 


South 

Army man suspected to have 
killed self was murdered: cops 


Visakhapatnam: A 32-year 
old Army man, suspected to 
have committed suicide here 
last month, was allegedly 
killed by his wife and two 
others, including her “para¬ 
mour”, and they have been 
arrested, police said on 
Tuesday. The 26-year-old 
woman confessed to have 
killed her husband, a 


Havildar in the Army, as he 
objected to her “illicit” rela¬ 
tionship, Commissioner of 
Police R K Meena told re¬ 
porters here. Initially, police 
registered a case of unnatu¬ 
ral death after the soldier was 
found hanging in his house 
here on August 19. His wife 
had then stated he allegedly 
committed suicide. PTI 


Mephedrone worth Rs 51 crore 
seized in Mumbai, five arrested 



Maharashtra ATS officials display the narcotics and cash 
seized from searches in Mumbai on Tuesday. PrashantNadkar 


EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER10 


THE MAHARASHTRA Anti- 
Terrorism Squad (ATS) on 
Monday arrested five people for 
their alleged involvement in the 
production and supply of 
mephedrone in Mumbai and 
Navi Mumbai. 

As many as 129 kg of the 
drug, whose estimated worth is 
Rs 51.6 crore, was allegedly 
seized from their possession. 

Acting on a tip-off, the ATS 
first arrested Abdul Razzak 
Kadar Shaikh (47) and Irfan 
Badar Shaikh (43) from near a 
bus stop in Bhandup on the 
Eastern Express Highway. They 
were allegedly carrying nine kg 
of mephedrone, which they 
planned to supply to Suleiman 
Jauhar Shaikh (28) in Bandra. 

After Suleiman was arrested, 
the ATS managed to trace the 
origin of the drugs to a labora¬ 


tory in a remote forest in Navi 
Mumbai’s Panvel. “We seized 
120 kg of mephedrone and 
Rs 1.4 crore in cash at the labo¬ 
ratory on Tuesday,” said ATS 
Deputy Commissioner of Police 
Vikram Deshmane. 

Two men who ran the labo¬ 
ratory — Naresh Maskar (28) and 
Jitendra Parmar (45) — were ar¬ 


rested. The ATS said that the duo, 
who ran a business together, had 
rented the premises to produce 
the drug. “They would procure 
chemicals from pharmaceutical 
companies and had employed 
labourers to produce 
mephedrone. They would keep 
shifting the location of the labo¬ 
ratories and would never stay at 


one place for more than six 
months,” said an official. 

The laboratory was allegedly 
continuously manufacturing the 
drug and producing fresh 
batches that were sealed and 
packed for delivery every three 
to four days. The ATS said Parmar 
also bred ornamental fish and 
sold them at high prices. 

The agency claimed that 
Maskar and Parmar had em¬ 
ployed Abdul and Irfan to deliver 
the finished product to 
mephedrone distributors across 
Mumbai, Thane and Navi 
Mumbai. 

With these arrests, the ATS 
claimed to have shut down one 
the biggest suppliers of 
mephedrone in Mumbai. “The 
accused would deliver batches 
of at least 10 kg of mephedrone 
to distributors regularly,” said 
the official. On Tuesday, the ac¬ 
cused were produced in court, 
which remanded them to police 
custody till September 16. 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY VISITS JALLIAN WALA BAGH £J) Slllll lllOHS 

‘Deeply humbled, visit provoked '; hiv: !'' UI ";' r s 

* J 7 r daughter tor 

feelings of profound shame’ questioning 


KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR 

AMRITSAR,SEPTEMBER10 


ARCHBISHOP OF Canterbury, 
Reverend Justin Welby, visited 
Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar on 
Tuesday, a century after the 
British colonial era massacre, 
that left thousands dead, and 
said that the experience had 
been “deeply humbling and pro¬ 
voked feelings of profound 
shame”. 

The massacre had taken 
place during Baisakhi in April 
1919 when the British Indian 
Army under the command of 
Colonel Reginald Dyer had 
opened fire at a crowd staging a 
pro-independence demonstra¬ 
tion. 

“I cannot speak for British 
government. But but I can speak 
in the name of Christ. It is place 


EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


PAYING GLOWING tributes to for¬ 
mer Union minister Arun Jaitley, 
who died last month, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday said his life inspires us to 
work harder for the nation. 

Describing Jaitley as a “very 
close friend”, Modi said he was a 
“stalwart blessed with so 
much talent”. 

Modi, who was on an official 
tour whenjaitley died on August 
24, paid an emotional tribute at 
the Shradhanjali Sabha held at 
the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium here. 

“He was a multifaceted person¬ 
ality. I miss his presence...Jaitley-ji 
had health ailments but if one 
spoke to him, he was more con¬ 
cerned about the nation. Serving 
the nation energised him,” the 
Prime Minister said. 

Modi said Jaitley added 



Archbishop of Canterbury 
Rev Justin Welby at the 
Jallianwala Bagh memorial 
in Amritsar on Tuesday. Rana 
Simranjit Singh 


for sin and redemption. Because 
you have remembered what 
they have done and their name 
will live, their memory will live,” 
Reverend Welby said. 

“I am so ashamed and sorry 


tremendous value to whatever 
work he had done. “We all have 
so much memories with Arun-j i. 
His life inspires us to work harder 
for the nation,” he said. “He was 
a young friend to me. I never 
thought that one day I would 
speak at the remembrance meet 
of my friend and pay my respects 


for the impact of this crime com- 
mitted here. I am a religious 
leader not a politican. As reli¬ 
gious leader I mourn the tragedy 
I see here,” he added. 

The archbishop read a prayer 
seeking forgiveness and lay face 
down on the floor in front of the 
memorial to pay his respects. 

In the visitors’ book, he 
wrote, “It is deeply humbling 
and provokes feelings of pro¬ 
found shame to visit this place 
that witnessed such atrocities a 
hundred years ago. My first re¬ 
sponse is to pray for the healing 
of relatives, of descendents, of 
our relationships with India and 
its wonderful people. But that 
prayer renews in me a desire to 
pray and act so that together we 
may learn from history, root out 
hatred, promote reconciliation 
and globally seek the common 
good.” 


to him. I would always remem¬ 
ber that I could not take part in his 
last journey.” 

Home Minister and BJP pres¬ 
ident Amit Shah remembered 
Jaitley as a “remarkable leader 
who left a lasting impression on 
Indian polity with his extensive 
knowledge and vast experience.” 


EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


KARNATAKA CONGRESS leader 
DK Shivakumar’s daughter, 
Aishwarya, was summoned by 
the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Tuesday to depose before 
the agency on September 12. 

Shivakumar is currently in 
ED custody in connection with 
an alleged money laundering 
case. 

Sources said Aishwarya has 
been summoned to seek clarifi¬ 
cation on a trip she took with her 
father to Singapore in 2017. They 
said she would be questioned 
over several documents associ¬ 
ated with the trip and its connec¬ 
tion to the money laundering 
case against Shivakumar. The 
agency is likely to record her 
statement under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), they added. 

Shivakumar, a former 
Karnataka Cabinet minister, was 
arrested by the ED on September 
3. The central agency had regis¬ 
tered the money laundering case 
against him, Hanumanthaiah - 
an employee at Karnataka 
Bhavan in New Delhi - and oth¬ 
ers in September last year. 

The case was filed based on 
an Income-Tax (I-T) department 
charge sheet filed against 
Shivakumar and others before a 
court in Bengaluru for alleged 
tax evasion and hawala dealings. 

Following his arrest, 
Shivakumar had tweeted, “I con¬ 
gratulate my BJP friends for fi¬ 
nally being successful in their 
mission of arresting me. The IT 
and ED cases against me are po¬ 
litically motivated and I am a vic¬ 
tim of BJP’s politics of vengeance 
and vendetta.” 

He further said, “I appeal to 
my party cadre, supporters and 
well-wishers to not be disheart¬ 
ened as I have done nothing ille¬ 
gal. I have full faith in God & in 
our country’s Judiciary and am 
very confident that I will emerge 
victorious both legally and polit¬ 
ically against this vendetta 
politics.” 


PM tribute to Jaitley: Close friend, 
blessed with so much talent 



Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the condolence meet for 
former Finance Minister and BJP leader Arun Jaitley in New 
Delhi on Tuesday. Renuka Puri 


MV ACT 

Gujarat trims 
fine for traffic 
violations 


EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

GANDHINAGAR,SEPTEMBER10 

DAYS AFTER Union Transport 
Minister Nitin Gadkari defended 
steep penalties for traffic viola¬ 
tions introduced under the new 
Motor Vehicles (MV) Act, BJP- 
governed Gujarat on Tuesday 
announced a steep cut in such 
penalties, in some cases by up to 
Rs 4,000. 

Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay 
Rupani said his government has 
no interest in “harassing people” 
by levying steep fines or “dragging 
court cases” for years, but it takes 
safety of people as its top priority. 
He said, “The Union government 
introduced some strict changes in 
MV Act and set maximum 
penalty for various offences. State 
governments have been given 
power to set the limits...” 

Penalty for not carrying li¬ 
cence, pollution control certifi¬ 
cate, insurance and registration 
certificate has been kept at Rs 
500 for first-time offence and Rs 
1000 for a second offence - the 
Central MV Act set it at Rs 1,500 
for a repeat offence. 

Penalty for violations such as 
using black films on window- 
panes, speaking on cellphone 
while driving, and parking in no¬ 
parking zone has been kept at Rs 
500 for first-time offence and Rs 
1,000 for a second time - the cor¬ 
responding fines under the 
Central law is Rs 500 and Rs 1,500. 



Rupani: New penalties 
to kick in from Sept 16. 


Penalty for riding a two¬ 
wheeler without helmet and 
driving without seat belt is Rs 
500 in Gujarat, against Rs 1,000 
under the Central law. 

In Gujarat, driving a vehicle 
without registration would in¬ 
cur a penalty of Rs 1,000 for two- 
wheelers, Rs 2,000 (for three- 
wheelers), Rs 3,000 (LMVs) and 
Rs 4,000 for heavy motor vehi¬ 
cles (HMVs). The penalty is a flat 
Rs 5,000 under the Central Act. 

For driving vehicles without 
fitness certificates, the fine has 
been kept at Rs 500 for three- 
wheelers and Rs 5,000 for LMVs 
and HMVs — the Centre has kept 
the penalty at Rs 5,000 for all ve¬ 
hicles. For driving vehicles with¬ 
out pollution check, the penalty 
in Gujarat will be Rs 1,000 for 
bikes and LMVs and Rs 3000 for 
HMVs. The penalty for this of¬ 
fence under the MV Act is 
Rs 10,000. 


Cops: Man planned 
own murder for 
insurance payout 


EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

JAIPUR,SEPTEMBER10 

THE RAJASTHAN Police have 
found during their investigation 
into the murder of a 40-year-old 
man in Bhilwara district that the 
victim allegedly planned his 
own murder and paid two men 
for killing him. 

The police started the inves¬ 
tigation after Balbir Singh 
Kharol’s body was discovered on 
September 3 and a murder case 
was registered on the basis of a 
complaint by the family. Two 
people — Sunil Kumar and 
Rajveer Singh — were arrested 
for the murder. 

According to the police, their 
investigation so far suggests 
Kharol planned his own murder 
in order to ensure that his family 
members could get an insurance 
payout of Rs 50 lakh. 

“Kharol was in the business 
of financing and had lent around 
Rs 20 lakh to several people in 
Bhilwara. For the past six 
months, he was neither getting 
the principal amount nor the in¬ 
terest... We have found in our in¬ 
vestigation so far that Singh was 
depressed due to this and this is 
why he planned his own mur¬ 
der,” said Bhilwara SP Harendra 


Singh. 

The SP said that Kharol had 
bought an accident insurance 
policy worth Rs 50 lakh last 
month. 

“The two people arrested for 
the murder of Kharol told us that 
he was planning his own death 
for some time and had also 
thought about orchestrating an 
accident, but later changed his 
mind. He gave the duo money to 
kill him...” Singh said. 

According to a statement by 
the Bhilwara police, Kharol had 
promised to pay Rs 80,000 to the 
two men and had given them Rs 
10,000 in advance. Kumar col¬ 
lected the remaining amount 
from Kharol’s pocket after mur¬ 
dering him, police said. 

However, Kharol’s family has 
called the police theory incor¬ 
rect. “My brother had given out 
loans worth Rs 20 lakh. He didn’t 
have any debt and it is ridiculous 
that the police, on the basis of 
statements by only the two ar¬ 
rested accused, is claiming that 
he planned his own death. We 
have no financial problems. 
There was no reason for my 
brother to kill himself... We don’t 
agree with this and we will sub¬ 
mit a memorandum to the dis¬ 
trict collector,” said Mahendra 
Singh, Kharol’s elder brother. 


Move Also Meant To Crack down on Borrowing From Moneylenders 

MP scheme for tribals at birth, death ceremonies 


Focus on tribal votes 
as bypoll approaches 


THIS IS not the first attempt the Congress government has 
made to win over tribals. It has already invalidated loans 
taken by tribals from moneylenders. It’s set to bring an or¬ 
dinance to amend the MP Anusuchitjanjati Sahukar 
Viniyam, 1972. The heightened focus comes as bypoll to 
the Jhabua Assembly seat is looming. The seat fell vacant 
after BJP MLA G S Damor was elected to the Lok Sabha. 



‘Go to Pakistan’: BJP’s 
Hegde accuses IAS officer 
who quit of treachery 


TMC leader 
killed in party 
office in Bengal 

Kolkata: A 55-year-old TMC 
leader was shot dead inside the 
party office in Murshidabad dis¬ 
trict on Monday night. 

In a similar incident in North 
24 Parganas district, TMC district 
youth president Vinod Singh and 
his associate Dipak were shot at 
from a close range inside the 
party office in Madhyamgram. 

Three people have been ar¬ 
rested in connection with the 
murder of the TMC leader, Nimai 
Mondal. According to police 
sources, six bullets were fired 
targeting him, while he was sit¬ 
ting inside the party office. While 
Mondal died on spot, another 
person was injured. 

A senior police officer said a 
case has been registered. In 
Madhyamgram, state minister 
Jyotipriyo Mullick, who is the 
TMC district president, blamed 
political parties. ENS 


MILINDGHATWAI 

BHOPAL,SEPTEMBER10 


IN A bid to woo tribals, who con¬ 
stitute 21.09 per cent of the 
state’s population, the Congress 
government in Madhya Pradesh 
has come out with a scheme to 
lend them support on traditional 
occasions. 

Customs often include throw- 
ing a feast on the occasion of a 
child birth and also l mrityubhoj ’— 
a gathering organised after a 
death in the family. 

Called the Mukhyamantri 
Assistance Scheme, the pro¬ 
gramme aims to help beneficiar¬ 
ies avoid borrowing from local 
moneylenders for organising 
these gatherings.The scheme will 
be implemented in 89 tribal 


blocks across 20 districts, where 
the tribal population is 80.67 lakh. 
As many as 47 of the 230 
Assembly constituencies in the 
state are reserved for tribals. 

According to the scheme’s 
rules, released on Monday, in 



case of a childbirth, a beneficiary 
family will receive either 50 kg 
wheat or rice depending on the 
block. Beneficiaries in 28 blocks 
across Mandla, Dindori, Balaghat, 
Shahdol, Anuppur and Umaria 
districts will be provided rice, 


while those in 61 tribal blocks 
across Alirajpur, Jhabua, 
Badwani, Dhar, Khargone, 
Khandwa, Burhanpur, Ratlam, 
Hoshangabad, Betul, Sidhi, Seoni, 
Chhindwara and Sheopur will 
get wheat. 

The quantum of grain given 
will double where there’s a death 
in the beneficiary family. 

Also, a one-time payment of 
Rs 25,000 will be made to every 
village for buying utensils to cook 
food and store water for these oc¬ 
casions. The gram panchayat will 
buy the utensils from an empan¬ 
elled vendor. The chief executive 
officer of the block panchayat will 
identify one village head, who will 
provide it to villagers, according 
to their need. 

The grain will be provided to 
a family only for the birth of the 

1 ■ ■ 


first two children. 

Government employees of 
levels class-3 and above will not 
be eligible for the scheme. 

Former tribal affairs minister 
and BJP MLA Vijay Shah said the 
scheme was an attempt to bribe 
tribal voters. “If someone is needy, 
the government should help irre¬ 
spective of whether he or she be¬ 
longs to the general or reserved 
category... Tribals take pride in 
their customs. It is not appropri¬ 
ate to bribe them,” said Shah, him¬ 
self a tribal leader. 

However, Ajay Shah of the 
Congress said, “Though 50-kg or 
100-kg grain does not amount to 
much, it will provide partial relief,” 
he said, adding that the govern¬ 
ment won’t exploit the scheme by 
making elected representatives 
attend such events. 


EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 10 

SENIOR BJP leader and Member 
of Parliament from Karnataka 
Anantkumar Hegde has accused 
IAS officer Sasikumar Senthil, 
who recently resigned, of treach¬ 
ery and has suggested that the 
officer go to Pakistan. 

Hegde, a six-term MP from 
the Uttara Kannada region, on 
Monday said Senthil was a trai¬ 
tor for his opposition to govern¬ 
ment actions like the abrogation 
of Article 370 in Kashmir. 

“This is treachery. If an IAS of¬ 
ficer ventures to question a gov¬ 
ernment which is in place on the 
basis of a mandate of the people 
and questions a decision of 


Parliament, then there is no 
greater letting down of the gov¬ 
ernment. Authorities must take 
prompt action,” Hegde said in a 
video on social media. 

“What this man should do 
along with all his supporters is 
go away to Pakistan... Instead of 
dividing our country by staying 
here it is better he goes there and 
fights our country and govern¬ 
ment directly," Hegde stated. 

Senthil, a 2009-batch IAS of¬ 
ficer who was serving as the 
deputy commissioner of the 
Mangalore region, resigned on 
Friday, citing the compromise of 
the “fundamental building 
blocks of democracy”. He indi¬ 
cated policies in Kashmir and 
“fascist” tendencies of the gov¬ 
ernment as triggers for his exit. 
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Wordly Wise 

“We are iust an advanced breed of monkeys 

ON A MINOR PLANET OF A VERY AVERAGE STAR.” 

— Stephen Hawking 
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL 


Death of a deal 

By calling off talks with Taliban, President Trump gives all sides 
opportunity to see what was wrong, reconsider their positions 

P RESIDENT DONALD TRUMP has finally arrived at the conclusion that most 
Afghans had come to many months ago, when his special representative, 
Zalmay Khalilzad, began talks with the Taliban. “If they cannot agree to a cease¬ 
fire during these very important peace talks, and would even kill 12 innocent 
people, then they probably don’t have the power to negotiate a meaningful agreement 
anyway,” he tweeted late on September 7. His discovery of this foundational problem 
came when Khalilzad and the Taliban had all but stitched up an agreement to facilitate 
fulfilment of Trump’s election promise—withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan. Trump 
said he was cancelling a “secret” meeting at Camp David between him and the Taliban 
leaders, and a separate one with Afghan president Ashraf Ghani. But his reason for doing 
so, an attack in Kabul on September 5, claimed by the Taliban, in which an American sol¬ 
dier was killed, was bewildering — the Taliban has carried out equally or more fierce at¬ 
tacks through the talks. The real explanation may lie elsewhere. Perhaps it was because 
the US President baulked at the optics of having the Taliban over on the 9/11 anniversary, 
or had second thoughts about giving the go-ahead to an agreement which his Secretary 
of State had reportedly refused to put his signature on. 

Most Afghans dreaded the “deal” between the US and the Taliban. It was no peace 
agreement. That, Khalilzad had said, was for the Afghans to work out with the Taliban. 
What he and the Taliban had worked out was only a calendar for the US drawdown of its 
soldiers, in return for a promise — without a guarantee — that the Taliban would not al¬ 
low A1 Qaeda and ISIS any room. The Afghan government had been excluded in the talks 
and Khalilzad showed President Ghani the draft agreement only when it had been fi¬ 
nalised. Will Trump withdraw troops without an agreement of any kind? Or is there a 
plan to resume talks with the Taliban later? The only certainty is that the violence in 
Afghanistan, which has not stopped for a day, will continue. 

In their response to Trump, the Taliban claimed they were ready to begin the “intra- 
Afghan talks” on September 23, and warned that his announcement of “an end to nego¬ 
tiations... will harm America more than anyone else...” With the exception, arguably, of 
Pakistan, whose proxy the Taliban are, however, the world sees the Taliban in the same 
light — as not committed to peace unless it was granted the upper hand in Afghanistan, 
not trustworthy in its politics. If the world, including India, still supported the process of 
talks between the US and the Taliban, it was because it seemed different than the status 
quo. Perhaps the break that Trump has caused will give all sides an opportunity to see 
what was wrong, reconsider their positions and begin a more inclusive “peace process”, 
rather than a deal that was windowdressing an US surrender to the Taliban. 


An elusive peace 

Eighteen years on, 9/11 marks the lack of closure 

to the war in Afghanistan 


C Uday Bhaskar 



THE 18TH ANNIVERSARY of the tragedy of 
9/11 was envisioned as heralding a tri¬ 
umphant closure to a long drawn out war 
under the leadership of US President Donald 
Trump. The war that began in October 2001 
has been bloody and has led to more than 
2,400 American service personnel and about 
900 NATO nations’ soldiers losing their lives, 
along with thousands of hapless Afghan cit¬ 
izens. The number of local Afghans killed is 
imprecise but is estimated to be closer to 
1 , 00 , 000 . 

Few US officials knew the details of the 
final “deal” between the White House and 
the Taliban but it was to be capped by a secret 
meeting between President Trump and the 
Taliban leaders on Sunday (September 8) in 
Camp David. It may be recalled that this 
venue outside the US capital hosted the his¬ 
toric 1978 secret peace accord between 
Egypt and Israel. 

However, the triumphant closure to the 
war in Afghanistan was aborted through a 
series of tweets by President Trump on 
Saturday (September 7), who cited the killing 
of a US soldier by the Taliban in Kabul on 
Thursday (September 5), as the trigger for his 
abrupt change of policy. 

A degree of policy fecklessness and polit¬ 
ical inconsistency characterises the last 18 
years of the US-led global war on terror 
(GWOT), though the acronym is no longer in 
vogue. The enormity of 9/11 in September 
2001 and the symbolism of the Twin Towers 
in New York collapsing had elicited near uni¬ 
versal support and sympathy for the US at 
that time and it was expected that this level 
of global resolve would swiftly quarantine 
A1 Qaeda and its Taliban support base in 
Afghanistan. 

However, in a very imprudent change of 
objective and target by the White House, the 
first of many feckless policy lurches was ef¬ 
fected when the US shifted its focus from 


A degree of policy 
fecklessness and political 
inconsistency characterises 
the last 18 years of the US- 
led global war on terror 
(GWOT), though the 
acronym is no longer in 
vogue. The enormity of 9/11 
in September 2001 and the 
symbolism of the Twin 
Towers in New York 
collapsing had elicited near 
universal support and 
sympathy for the US at that 
time and it was expected that 
this level of global resolve 
would swiftly quarantine A1 
Qaeda and its Taliban 
support base in Afghanistan. 


Afghanistan to Iraq in early 2003. Very soon, 
precious human lives and considerable 
wealth were expended with little account¬ 
ability or reasonably well-defined politico- 
military objectives. The US soldier paid with 
life and limb and the US citizen through tax 
dollars to support a war in distant lands that 
seemed to have no purpose or closure. 

While there is palpable relief globally 
(barring in Pakistan) at the US-Taliban deal 
being aborted at the last minute, the osten¬ 
sible reason for this decision — the death of 
one US soldier—is unconvincing when thou¬ 
sands have already died in this war. US spe¬ 
cial representative Zalmay Khalilzad had 
spent months in shuttle diplomacy to bring 
the Taliban to the negotiating table and 
Trump’s determination to arrive at a “deal” 
was also linked to the US president’s re-elec¬ 
tion campaign strategy for2020. The fact that 
Washington was willing to accept the exclu¬ 
sion of the elected Ghani government in 
Kabul in the preparatory negotiations was 
seen as an indicator of the Trump team’s re¬ 
solve to seal the deal. 

Why, then, was this deal with the Taliban 
called off at the last minute? Many reasons 
are being advanced, including sharp differ¬ 
ences between the US National Security 
Adviser John Bolton and the State Depar¬ 
tment and those perceived to have Trump’s 
ear. The considered opposition to a dubious 
and hasty deal was also evidenced in the 
manner that former US diplomats, who had 
served in Kabul, released a joint statement 
(September 3) titled: “US-Taliban Negotia¬ 
tions: How to Avoid Rushing to Failure”. 

The nine signatories (James Dobbins, 
Robert P Finn, Ronald E Neumann, William 
Wood, John Negroponte, Earl Anthony 
Wayne, Ryan Crocker, James Cunningham, 
and Hugo Llorens) make a persuasive case 
for US policy to be pursued with caution and 
conclude: “It is critical that the United States 


make clear that full withdrawal will not oc¬ 
cur on fixed dates but will, on the contrary, 
require conclusion of a real and clearly de¬ 
fined peace.” 

An abiding and sustainable peace agree¬ 
ment has remained elusive in Afghanistan 
and this is a reflection of the deep fault-lines 
in a predominantly tribal society that has 
been ravaged by great power rivalry, regional 
perfidy and internal ethno-linguistic fissures. 
The 1979 Soviet occupation of Afghanistan 
during the Cold War and the cynical stoking 
of religious fervour by the US-Pakistan nexus 
enabled the rise of the Afghan mujahideen 
— evocatively captured in the image of an 
Osama bin Laden-like figure holding aloft a 
Kalashnikov rifle in one hand and the Koran 
in the other. 

This marked the beginning of the politi¬ 
cal endorsement of jihadi violence that later 
morphed into terrorism. It was visible in the 
pattern of attacks on US assets in the early 
1990s that provoked then US President Bill 
Clinton to use Tomahawk cruise missiles 
against terror camps in Afghanistan — but to 
little avail. 

It merits recall that the radical ideology 
which triggered 9/11 and associated with A1 
Qaeda preceded September 2001 and India 
was also scarred by this Islamic terror virus 
in the early 1990s. The ignominy of India hav¬ 
ing to release terror suspect Masood Azhar 
in December 1999, who found shelter in 
Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, is a stark re¬ 
minder of the security challenge that later 
transmuted into the attack on the Indian 
Parliament in December 2001. 

The return of the Taliban may have been 
averted for now but the road ahead for the 
hapless yet stoic Afghan citizen remains dark 
and dangerous. Will US policy be unveiled in 
the next Trump tweet? 

Bhaskar is director, Society for Policy Studies 


Shades of green 

Scaling up of ambition on restoring degraded land needs to be 
accompanied by robust methods to measure green areas 

O N MONDAY, PRIME Minister Narendra Modi announced that India will scale 
up its ambition to restore degraded land. PM Modi’s announcement, at the 
ongoing 14th Conference of Parties (CoP) of the United Nation’s Convention 
to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in Greater Noida, is significant from the 
standpoint of the country’s global environmental commitments. The country will now 
restore 26 million hectares by 2030, five million hectares more than what it had pledged 
at the Paris Climate Change Meet in 2015. Monday’s announcement is also salutary given 
the growing crisis of desertification. According to ISRO’s Desertification and Land 
Degradation Atlas, nearly 30 per cent ofland in the country is degraded. This, PM Modi said, 
“would be reversed by adopting a landscape-restoration approach”. It will require the 
environment ministry to shift focus from its plantation-oriented afforestation schemes 
and recognise the importance of ecosystem services ofland and forests such as watershed 
management, biodiversity conservation and improving soil health. 

PM Modi also spoke of the increase in the country’s green cover in the past year. In fact, 
over the past two decades, the Dehradun-based Forest Survey of India (FSI) has reported 
a consistent increase in the country’s forested area. But the agency hasn’t convincingly an¬ 
swered a question: How is it that India’s forests have not been impacted by the relentless 
pressure on land? This paradox can be ascribed to a methodological problem with the FSI’s 
audits. The agency uses satellite images to identify green cover as forest, and does not 
discriminate between natural forests and plantations. Addressing the asymmetry be¬ 
tween India’s green cover and land degradation data is, however, not just an academic mat¬ 
ter. Several studies have shown the limitations of monoculture plantations in sequester¬ 
ing GHG emissions. A study published in the journal Science in 2016 found that the capacity 
of the green areas in Europe to absorb carbon dioxide has come down significantly de¬ 
spite recording an increase in such areas over the past 250 years. 

Last month, a report of the IPCC elucidated the links between global warming and 
land degradation. Climate change “not only exacerbates many of the well-acknowledged 
land degradation processes”, but it “becomes a dominant pressure that introduces novel 
degradation pathways in... ecosystems,” it said. PM Modi’s announcement at the UNCCD 
meet signals the country’s intent to meet this challenge. India’s environment establish¬ 
ment now needs to re-evaluate the methods to measure the country’s green cover. 


Volatile tweeter 


It’s official: No one talks the markets up, down and sideways 
like the electronically garrulous Donald 


A FTER APPLYING MACHINE learning and deep thought to the teeming Twitter 
feed of POTUS, the analysts at JP Morgan have arrived at the conclusion that 
Trump is fiddling with financial markets, 280 characters at a time. Not only 
are his tweets interfering with stock value, Citigroup has discovered, but 
currency markets are also fretful for about 60 minutes whenever he tweets about trade 
or monetary policy. He does that quite a lot these days. 

In response, JP Morgan has assembled a Volfefe index correlating presidential tweets 
with market volatility. It is named in homage to that midnight moment in Washington 
in 2017 when Trump told the Twitterverse, en passant: “Despite the negative press cov- 
fefe.” Someone immediately booked covfefe.com, and politicians, journalists, comedi¬ 
ans, fact-checkers, dictionary-keepers, conspiracy theorists and internet kibitzers spent 
weeks investigating the true, hidden meaning of “covfefe”. 

Markets are only human, and they are seeking financial meaning in Trump’s tweets. 
Historically, markets have enjoyed being irrational. There are contemporary punters who 
regard the Dow Jones Industrial Average as a joke index. In the 17 th century, many strongly 
believed that everyone on earth would be desperate to own a tulip bulb. In the next cen¬ 
tury, they invested wildly in the South Sea Company. But the Volfefe index means busi¬ 
ness. It analyses Trump’s speech patterns and has real statistical value. In our epistemo¬ 
logically bamboozled era, it is something to hold on to. We look forward to more indices 
linked to major world leaders, none of whom make any sense. It wouldn’t improve pol¬ 
itics, but markets worldwide would get an accurate weather report. 
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Ajey Lele 


Bright Side Of The Moon 

ISRO’s Moon mission presents the country a chance to reassess its space priorities 


MORE THAN 48 hours have passed by now 
and news about the health of the Indian 
Space Research Organisation’s (ISRO) 
Vikram lander is not very good. The lander 
appears to have made a hard-landing be¬ 
cause of which, possibly, ISRO is not able to 
establish any contact. Still, ISRO has not 
given up and they propose to keep on try¬ 
ing for 11 to 12 days — when sunlight would 
be available on the Moon’s surface, provid¬ 
ing energy for the lander. 

There have been occasions in the past 
when declared “dead” satellites/space probes 
have suddenly come alive. One recent case is 
that of NASA’s IMAGE satellite (Imager for 
Magnetopause-to-Aurora Global Explo¬ 
ration), launched in early 2000. The space¬ 
craft stopped transmitting in late 2005, and 
NASA declared the satellite dead. But an am¬ 
ateur astronomer stumbled upon a signal 
from this satellite after many years and NASA 
declared this satellite alive again, on January 
20, 2018, when it successfully collected 
telemetry data from the satellite. 

As per NASA, the apparent “zombie” satel¬ 
lite was one of a series of nine satellites — LES1 
to LES9 — launched on February 11,1965. 
Actually, it never reached the correct orbit. In 
2013, an amateur radio astronomer from the 
UK picked up a signal that was later determined 
as coming from LES1. However, these activities 
have happened in the Earth orbit. We have no 
such experiences from the Moon orbit. 

Obviously, “hope against hope” is going to 
be ISRO’s policy for at least the next one lu¬ 
nar day (12 Earth days). Today, and rightfully 
so, the entire country stands with ISRO. The 
average citizen understands that ISRO has 
been sincere in its approach. For all these 


Nationalist ideology may 
continue to shape global 
politics even today However, 
India should avoid getting 
into this trap, particularly 
with programmes related to 
science and technology. 

Space is too important a 
science for human growth. It 
is not a domain for any 
flaunting. Going to the 
Moon and Mars is 
important for multiple 
reasons, including the quest 
for minerals and energy 
security (Helium 3). 


years, with various successes in the domain of 
space, ISRO has raised the stature of the coun¬ 
try internationally: Naturally, in this difficult 
period it is the responsibility of every Indian 
to keep ISRO’s motivation levels high. At the 
same time, it is also important to do some 
critical assessment of where India stands in 
the domain of space. For this, it is important 
to make an assessment of the technical re¬ 
sources and expertise available with ISRO in 
order to carry forward a major space pro¬ 
gramme, and of the nature of likely govern¬ 
mental funding available for these purposes. 
It is also important to factor in the nature of 
the private space industry which can support 
a space programme of this size. In addition to 
all this, international collaborations have be¬ 
come an important element in the present 
times. The government needs to carry out a 
detailed assessment of all these aspects. 

More importantly, there should be clar¬ 
ity about why India should invest in space. 
Actually, our forefathers had thought about 
it very wisely: India’s investments in space 
should be made bearing socio-economic de¬ 
velopment in mind — that was the mantra 
then, and that stands true even today. At 
present, space technology has become so 
important that the daily lives of human be¬ 
ings get affected and are, consequently, gov¬ 
erned by it. 

Nationalist ideology may continue to 
shape global politics even today. However, 
India should avoid getting into this trap, par¬ 
ticularly with programmes related to science 
and technology. Space science is important 
for human growth. It is not a domain for any 
flaunting. Going to the Moon and Mars is im¬ 
portant for multiple reasons, including the 


quest for minerals and energy security 
(Helium 3). India should, thus, avoid getting 
swayed by rhetoric such as the “Space Race”. 

Space should emerge as an important 
constituent of foreign policy. Missions like 
those to the Moon and Mars offer India prime 
opportunities for bilateral or multilateral col¬ 
laboration. There are indications, in fact, that 
Chandrayaan 3 could be a joint mission with 
Japan, and this is an idea that needs to be wel¬ 
comed. Such collaborations could allow tech¬ 
nology sharing and they could also prove to 
be more cost-effective and time-saving. 

India needs to make more investments in 
its strategic programme: Efforts made to con¬ 
duct an ASAT (anti-satellite test) should not 
remain one-off attempts, and should be cap¬ 
italised upon. Today, the armed forces require 
many more satellites for various purposes 
and ISRO just cannot be overloaded with this 
task. There is a need to evolve a separate 
agency for this purpose. 

The problem with Chandrayaan 2 has pre¬ 
sented an opportunity to have a relook at the 
priorities for India’s space agenda. A fresh au¬ 
dit could be done of ISRO’s various future pro¬ 
grammes. In fact, in the future, money and 
manpower are going to emerge as major is¬ 
sues and, hence, this is the time to undertake 
exercises of prioritisation. And, to reiterate, 
investments in this domain should be done 
only for social reasons, for science and for se¬ 
curity. If India has to emerge as a space power, 
then it should be via a combination of soft 
and hard power. Missions like the ones to the 
Moon offer such opportunities. 

The writer is a senior fellow at IDSA, 

New Delhi 


September 11,1979, Forty Years Ago 



Clamping Down Press 

MRS INDIRA GANDHI said she could not 
give any guarantee that censorship on the 
press would not be imposed again. 
Participating in a meet-the-press pro¬ 
gramme of the Bombay Union of 
Journalists, Mrs Gandhi said that all coun¬ 
tries had some kind of censorship or the 
other. “How can I give a guarantee ?” she 
said replying to a question. She admitted 
that some journalists were “punished un¬ 
justly” during Emergency, but added that 
during the last two-and-a-half years, 
“Former Information Minister, Advani, has 
put RSS men in most newspapers, All India 
Radio and Television”. 



Sino-Bhutan Ties 

RECENT INTRUSIONS BY Tibetan graziers 
deep into Bhutanese territory have under¬ 
lined the need for direct talks between 
Thimpu and Beijing. This was revealed by 
King Jigme Singye Wangchuk of Bhutan, in 
Bombay. He said he learnt from Indian offi¬ 
cials in Havana that some armed Chinese 
were also seen alongwith the graziers. But 
that he could only confirm this fact after 
making inquiries in Thimpu. In a rare inter¬ 
view with two Indian journalists, the king 
discussed a host of issues, and dismissed as 
“utter nonsense” the suggestions that Bhutan 
was aspiring to have close relations with 
China at the expense of its ties with India. 


Sugar Price Control 

THE GOVERNMENT HAS clamped statutory 
price control on sugar. Under the new dispen¬ 
sation to the sugar industry, the ex-factory 
prices will be so fixed that the retail price will 
range between Rs 290 and Rs 300 per quintal. 
The decision to impose statutory price con¬ 
trol on sugrar was taken at an hour-long 
meeting of the Union Cabinet in New Delhi. 
The meeting reviewed the state of the econ¬ 
omy and took decisions to check the prices of 
essential commodities. The meeting was pri¬ 
marily convened to discuss the price situa¬ 
tion and almost all the ministers felt that the 
measures taken so far by the government had 
not produced satisfactory results. 
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What the others say 

“Where dialogue makes things possible, walking away from negotiations 
achieves nothing. Calling off the talks will hardly lead to the change in the current 
situation that the Americans are hoping for.” — DAWN 


The Valley without 370 

Centre’s goal is to engage with Kashmiris tired of violence, provide safe spaces to express their desire for peace 



HINAV KUMAR 


AUGUST IN THE Kashmir Valley is more like 
spring in the rest of north India. The temper¬ 
atures are mild, flowers are in full bloom, and 
the fruit and dry fruit that the Valley is famous 
for, apples, plums, walnuts and almonds, are 
ready for harvest. After the lull of the mon¬ 
soon, tourists begin to return in increasing 
numbers. Usually, it would be a busy and 
bustling time across the Valley. However, after 
the decision of the Government of India with 
regard to the abrogation of Articles 370 and 
35A and the bifurcation of the state into two 
Union Territories, there’s an uneasy calm. 

For all the uniformed forces tasked with 
keeping the peace in the Valley, the last five 
weeks have been a great test of their commit¬ 
ment and capability. The Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, the Indian Army, the CRPF, the BSF, the 
ITBP and the SSB are all deployed in signifi¬ 
cant numbers across towns and villages in the 
Kashmir Valley to ensure that the mistakes we 
may have made while handling the agitations 
of2008,2010 and 2016 are not repeated. 

Colleagues in the civil administration 
have also responded admirably to many of 
the administrative challenges created by this 
lockdown. Our immediate goal was to en¬ 
sure that large-scale mob violence, civilian 
casualties and terror strikes are averted. After 
five weeks of painstaking efforts, personally 
supervised by the NSA, we can express some 
satisfaction at what has been achieved thus 
far. For comparison’s sake, in the first five 
weeks after the death of Burhan Wani in July 
2016, there were over 40 civilian casualties 
in firing by the security forces. 

So far, we have successfully managed to 
prevent large-scale mobs from forming to in¬ 
dulge in violence. The preventive arrests have 
had a positive impact. We have kept civilian 
casualties to a bare minimum. There may be 
some dispute about the exact number, but it 
is definitely in single digits. And thus far, we 
have not allowed jihadi groups to execute a 
major terror attack. It is a sign of their desper¬ 
ation that they have resorted to attacking fruit 
traders and shopkeepers. Landlines have 
been restored even though mobile and inter¬ 
net connectivity remains blocked. The au¬ 
thorities are keen that schools and shops re¬ 
sume their normal functioning at the earliest, 
but right now they are being prevented from 
doing so by jihadi separatists. 

However, there is no room for compla¬ 
cency. Our challenges have been met so far 
but the road ahead is long and difficult. 
Anyone who thinks that a society that has 
been shaped by the logic of azadi for 70 years 
and the logic of jihad for the last 30, will 
peacefully and happily accept these changes, 
is being unrealistic. While we are all prepared 
for the long haul, it is the narrative outside the 
Valley that is a cause for some concern. 

Sections of the national and international 
media reporting about Kashmir have adopted 
a stance that has little to do with the ground 
realities. This view presents our uniformed 
forces as lawless psychopaths on the ram¬ 
page, committing unspeakable atrocities on 
hapless Kashmiri citizens. Morphed as well 
as old images and videos, many created by 
the ISI and its proxies, are being circulated 
without verification to support this narrative. 
Wild allegations by aggrieved citizens are be¬ 
ing accepted at face value and are being re¬ 
ported verbatim as facts without adhering to 
the basic principles of journalistic checks. One 
report talked of military camps filled with 
children bathed in blood. Another talked of 
mass sexual harassment during the cordon 
and search operations. Another tried to mis¬ 
chievously drive a wedge between the secu¬ 
rity forces by falsely claiming that all of 
Jammu and Kashmir police had been un¬ 
armed. It is almost as if the Kashmir that we 
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are policing and the Kashmir that is being re¬ 
ported on inhabit two alternative realities. 

One can understand the lack of objectiv¬ 
ity of the Western media and of platforms like 
AlJazeera. Since 1989, they have consistently 
ignored atrocities committed by militants in 
Kashmir and portrayed the situation prima¬ 
rily in terms of human rights violations by the 
Indian state. For this constituency, acts of ter¬ 
ror are not a human rights violation. The at¬ 
tempts to impose Sharia by bombing bars and 
cinema halls were not human rights viola¬ 
tions. The killing of elected representatives 
and the forced boycott of elections are not hu¬ 
man rights violations. The use of children for 
stone pelting and fidayeen attacks are not hu¬ 
man rights violations. And the ethnic cleans¬ 
ing of Pandits was definitely not a human 
rights violation. We are to believe that per¬ 
haps it was simply a voluntary migration that 
was encouraged for their safety. 

There are deep historical and cultural rea¬ 
sons for this bias. The 9/11 attacks did make 
the West a bit more sympathetic to our con¬ 
cerns about Kashmir. But having exhausted 
their bloodlust in Afghanistan and Iraq, the 
West, especially the US and the UK, seem to 
be reverting to a more sophisticated version 
of the Great Game that is largely based on the 
geopolitics of Afghanistan and Central Asia. 
This neocolonial view accepts the logic of 
Partition, sees Pakistan as a cmcial ally whose 
complicity in global networks of narco-ter¬ 
rorism is routinely brushed under the carpet, 
and India is a pretender with ambitions on the 
global stage that must be occasionally hu¬ 
moured, but never seriously accommodated. 

Many of our influential intellectuals con¬ 
tinue to parrot standard tropes based on the 
old binaries of the left and right and on arti¬ 
cles of faith such as secular versus commu¬ 
nal. Terms like genocide and concentration 
camp are being used fast and loose with little 
understanding of their historical meaning 
and applicability to the current situation in 
the Valley. For this group of self-styled de¬ 


fenders of our constitutional democracy, 
Article 370 is the foundation stone of the 
Valley’s relationship with India. Not several 
thousand years of shared history and culture. 
And, of course, it doesn’t matter that there is 
a clear-cut democratic mandate for abrogat¬ 
ing Article 370. It doesn’t matter that after 
three decades of Pakistan-supported jihad, 
there was a need to change the rules of en¬ 
gagement. And it certainly doesn’t matter 
that assimilating Kashmir is absolutely vital 
to the idea of India. The first partition of India 
was a grievous wound, but we survived. The 
second partition of India would surely be fa¬ 
tal. 

There is much talk of the hurt Kashmiri 
sentiment and how it is simply waiting to 
erupt. There is no such talk of the Ladakhi 
sentiment or the Jammu sentiment. As and 
when restrictions are eased, there will surely 
be desperate attempts to orchestrate civil un¬ 
rest and mob violence. If that happens, we 
will take whatever steps required to restore 
public order. Pakistan proxies across the LoC 
are planning their own strikes. We are pre¬ 
pared for them too. 

While there may be many in the Valley 
who will not immediately accept the 
change in their constitutional status, we 
hope their number will be significantly ex¬ 
ceeded by those who are sick of the violence 
and disruption that has defined their life for 
over three decades. Engaging with them 
and giving them a safe space to express 
their desire for peace and prosperity is our 
primary mission in the Valley now. Post-re¬ 
laxation of curbs, the government’s priori¬ 
ties will be development and employment 
generation, something jihad and azadi had 
little space for. The Cassandras at home and 
abroad will, of course, be praying for our 
failure. But, backed by the faith of our citi¬ 
zens, we intend to prove them wrong. 

The author is an IPS officer servingwith the 
BSF in Kashmir. Views are personal 
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View From The Right 


Understanding RSS 

IN HIS ARTICLE in Panchjanya, “RSS ideology 
is all inclusive”, Joint General Secretary 
Manmohan Vaidya talks about the intoler¬ 
ance shown by the “left liberals” against the 
Sangh and its ideology. Vaidya begins the ar¬ 
ticle with a reference to the recent visit of 
German Ambassador to India, Walter Lindner, 
to the RSS headquarters in Nagpur. The visit 
was criticised by many on the social media. 
Vaidya writes that a group named left liber¬ 
als has grown with the support and protec¬ 
tion of the administration, especially under 
the Congress. He adds that he does not know 
who gave them such a “contradictory” title 
as the behaviour of this group is the “exact 
opposite” of the term (liberal) and they ap¬ 
pear “illiberal”. “In reality these people are il¬ 
liberal and intolerant towards those who do 
not agree with their ideology,” says Vaidya. 

He also says that these people have, us¬ 
ing lies and unsubstantiated allegations, op¬ 
posed the RSS. 

epapeK indianej^fcss. com 


Vaidya notes: “RSS is not a banned organ¬ 
isation. Even though the government has, 
without any legal basis, banned the Sangh 
and has later revoked the ban without any 
conditions. It is not even a secret organisa¬ 
tion. Its activities are conducted in open fields 
and anyone can participate in them.” 

Apart from the German ambassador’s 
visit, Vaidya mentions the invite to former 
President Pranab Mukherjee as an example 
of the orgnisation’s inclusive nature, even 
though Mukherjee has been a Congressman 
all his life. 

Vaidya says that in his four-decade asso¬ 
ciation with the RSS, he has never heard any 
senior functionary of the RSS “glorify” either 
Hitler or Nazism. “The illiberal brigade pres¬ 
ent in the media and the intellectuals has al¬ 
ways cited M S Golwalkar’s book, We or Our 
Nationhood Defined, which was published 
for the first time in 1938, when Golwalkar 
did not hold any post in the RSS,” Vaidya 
says. He stresses that “this book does not 
represent the views of the RSS”. Vaidya con¬ 
cludes that the illiberal left in the media and 
among the intellectuals “never had any in¬ 
terest in meeting and understanding the vol¬ 
unteers of the Sangh”. 

Partition stories 

PANCHJANYA HAS STARTED a series looking 


into “stories related to the Partition”. The in¬ 
augural story in the series is, “The League’s 
scheme to make India devoid of Hinduism”. 
The article states: “The Congress has been 
betraying the Hindus since before 
Independence. The question is, if it was not a 
Hindu organisation then how did it continue 
to make deals with the Muslim League? The 
partition of India was a result of the secular¬ 
ism of Congress.” 

It is often heard, the article claims, that it 
was the obstinate conduct of Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah and the Muslim League, which was 
responsible for the Partition. That it is only 
the “partial" truth and not the “entire truth”. 
It adds that the foundation of Partition was 
laid down when Congress reached an agree¬ 
ment with the Muslim League in 1916. 
Slowly the voice of Jinnah had become the 
voice of the entire Muslim community. It 
adds: “Jinnah had decided to make the cen¬ 
turies-old dream of the Muslim community 
come true”. The dream, the article says, was 
“to bring India under the Islamic flag”. 

Defending NRC 

THE EDITORIAL IN Organiser is on the 
National Register of Citizens (NRC), which it 
calls the “National Register for Citizenship”. 
The editorial speaks about the recently pub¬ 
lished final draft of the NRC, which has left 


out over 19 lakh people. It states that “some 
in media and political circles are happy to 
find loopholes in the NRC and projecting it 
as a Hindu-Muslim issue” and that the inter¬ 
national media too is “playing with the fire 
and attacking the government for complet¬ 
ing the process as per the schedule given by 
the Supreme Court”. The editorial conceded 
that “corrective action” is required in “many 
aspects” which will need “political will to im¬ 
plement”. 

It explains that the entire process was “di¬ 
rected and monitored” by the Supreme Court 
of India and hence “should be seen from the 
national-legal point of view rather than a sec¬ 
ular-communal prism”. It says that “what¬ 
ever may be the political positioning of the 
Congress”, the commitment for NRC was 
made in the Assam Accord signed by Rajiv 
Gandhi, when he was the prime minister, to 
“provide certain safeguards for Assamese 
people to protect, preserve and promote their 
cultural and linguistic identity”. 

It is “vital” to secure the international bor¬ 
ders “to avoid all kinds of illegal migration, 
and to implement development and connec¬ 
tivity related clauses of the Assam Accord”. 
It adds that the “issue of illegal migration is 
not limited to Assam”, but has security im¬ 
plications for East and Northeast region. 

(Compiled by Krishn Kaushik) 
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He held his own 

Ram Jethmalani was not just a 
good lawyer but also an 
exceptional parliamentarian 


THERE HAVE BEEN two iconic Rams 
whom Indians all over the world have 
known well. One was the Ram of Ayodhya, 
the other, our Ram of the modern era. He 
had also attained an iconic status in his life. 
Ram was banished from Ayodhya due to 
the intrigues of a Kaikeyi and a Manthara. 
Our Ram was banished from a party that 
he had helped to found with others — the 
BJR History is still to tell us who the Kaikeyi 
and Manthara were in his case. 

Ram Jethmalani had a brilliant mind 
which enabled him to complete his law 
education at the unbelievably young age 
of 17. The Bombay High Court rules at that 
time did not permit the enrollment of a 
lawyer until he attained the age of 18 
years. Ram fought against that rule and 
succeeded in the rule being relaxed for 
such a brilliant person. He started his prac- 
tice in the province of Sind, now in 
Pakistan, in 1940. But when Partition 
forced him to migrate to Bombay in 1947, 
he had to start all over. He set up an office 
in a garage in Bombay and worked hard 
waiting for his break. This came in the 
shape of the now famous Nanavati case in 
which Nanavati, a well-known naval offi¬ 
cer, was accused of shooting down Prem 
Ahuja, his wife’s lover. Ram assisted the 
senior prosecutor on behalf of the Ahuja 
family and made his name. He never 
looked back since then and became the 
best-known criminal lawyer of the 
Bombay High Court. 

It is, however, a myth that he was the 
most astute criminal lawyer. Having 
watched him for many decades, I can vouch¬ 
safe that he was an equally astute constitu¬ 
tional lawyer as well as a civil lawyer. 

Perhaps, he would have only contin¬ 
ued to remain known as the most success¬ 
ful criminal lawyer of the Bombay High 
Court, not at all known outside Bombay, 
but, according to his own statement, for 
something that I did in 1975, which 
changed the course of his life. 

While speaking at the celebration of 
my 90th birthday in November 2015, he 
made this startling revelation. I first won¬ 
dered as to what he meant by that, but he 
proceeded to explain that it was my win¬ 
ning the election case against Indira 
Gandhi in 1975 in the Allahabad High 
Court, which resulted in the proclamation 
of the Emergency, which had changed the 
course of his life. Ram severely criticised 


this declaration of Emergency in a meet¬ 
ing of the Bombay High Court Bar 
Association, where I happened to be pres¬ 
ent. A warrant was issued for Ram’s arrest 
and Bombay lawyers filed a habeas cor¬ 
pus petition in which they secured tem¬ 
porary relief against his arrest. How Ram 
managed to escape from India is a story 
which will be told for generations. He 
went to the US and taught law in presti¬ 
gious law colleges. When the Emergency 
was over in 1977, he returned to India as a 
hero and there was a clamour in Bombay 
for his contesting the Lok Sabha elections 
against Mrs Gandhi’s law minister, H R 
Gokhale. I campaigned for him in the 
lanes and bylanes of Bombay for three 
days and three nights. After getting 
elected, he had to migrate to Delhi as a 
Member of Parliament. This was how my 
actions of 1975 had changed the course of 
his life. It was in Delhi as an MP that he 
came to be known all over India and 
abroad. He remained in Parliament almost 
continuously till his death. Even when he 
died he was still an MP. 

Ram experienced a number of 
tragedies in his life. One by one his two 
wives died. His daughter Rani, a lawyer, 
also died after a liver transplant. The 
biggest shock to him was when one of his 
sons died three years ago, which he was 
unable to cope with. A few months back I 
visited him at his home and was sad to 
discover that, though he looked healthy, 
he was suffering from dementia. 

Apart from having a brilliant mind, 
Ram was a very hard-working profes¬ 
sional. Very few lawyers make good par¬ 
liamentarians, but Ram was an exception. 
His courage at the time of the anti-Sikh ri¬ 
ots in Delhi in 1984 was truly remarkable. 
Many of us had gone to the riot-affected 
areas to rescue Sikhs trapped there and 
Ram was one of us. When the hostile 
crowd wanted to attack us he came out of 
the car, stood in the middle of the road and 
told the hostile crowd who he was and 
told them to go ahead if they still wanted 
to attack. 

What kept him physically and men¬ 
tally healthy for such a long time that he 
could practice for more than 75 years was 
his love for badminton. He was an enthu¬ 
siastic badminton player and had a world- 
class badminton court built at his official 
residence at 2 Akbar Road at his own cost. 
He was a founder member of our 
Committee on Judicial Accountability and 
vigorously participated in all the cam¬ 
paigns against judicial corruption. 

Ram had made a beautiful speech 
while releasing my memoirs, Courting 
Destiny, in November 2008.1 wish some 
day some scholar would produce a biog¬ 
raphy of Ram that I believe could be titled, 
“Courting Controversies”. 

The writer is a former Union law minister 



Letter to the Editor 


Us AND them 

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 
‘Neighbour’s court’ (IE, September 10). 
The Indian government should be wor¬ 
ried more about winning the trust of 
the people of J&K than dealing with 
Pakistan. Failing to do so puts a ques¬ 
tion mark on our credentials as the 
world’s largest democracy. Why do we 
want to compare ourselves to a coun¬ 
try, whose PMs have not been able to 
complete their term in the recent past? 

Vinay Saroha, Delhi 

PM’s SHOW 

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Regime re¬ 
veals itself (IE .September 10). After the 
BJP’s massive win in 2019 general elec¬ 
tions, the party and the NDA have be¬ 
come PM Narendra Modi’s show in 
every conceivable manner. This politi¬ 
cal scenario does not augur well for the 
future of the world’s biggest democracy. 

Tarsem Bumra, Mahilpur 

They deserve praise 

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Mission 
continues’ (IE, September 9). Space re¬ 
search missions should not be seen as 
failures if one of their components do 
not function. Chandrayaan-2’s orbiter 
will try to establish contact with the 
lander, Vikram, and and send data on 
the unexplored South Pole,which is 
believed have significant amounts of 
water in its ice craters. This was one of 
the important objectives of 
Chandrayaan-2. 

Lai Singh, Amritsar 

Join with caution 

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Seize 
the pact’ (IE, September 10). 
Protectionist tendencies all over the 
world run counter to globalising ten¬ 
dencies. Regional pacts increase the 
chances of the country having a strong 


Letter of the 
Week Award 


To encourage quality reader 
intervention, The Indian 
Express offers the Letter of 
the Week award. The letter 
adjudged the best for the 
week is published every 
Saturday. Letters may be 
e-mailed to 

editpage@expressindia.com 
or sent to The Indian 
Express, B-l/B, Sector 10, 
Noida-UP 201301. 
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address and phone number. 
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say on the world podium with respect 
to several issues. Staying away from 
RCEP-FTA could reduce India’s bar¬ 
gaining power at several fora. But join¬ 
ing it should not be at the cost of do¬ 
mestic industries. 

Ajinkya Pawar, Delhi 

Unfair to farmers 

THIS REFERS TO the report 
“Government pushed for zero budget 
farming, top scientists question “ (IE 
September 10). Agriculture contributes 
17-18 per cent to country’s GDP but 
more than one third of the world’s mal- 
nourished children live in India. 
Farming cannot be done on zero 
budget. There is burden on farmers to 
feed their cows and buy seeds to make 
their soil more fertile. Government 
should reconsider this policy. 

Sugandhajain Jammu 
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How ISRO is trying to reconnect with Vikram, within a deadline 


AMITABHSINHA 

PUNE, SEPTEMBER 10 


IT IS over three days since the Vikram lander 
of Chandrayaan-2 mission lost its commu¬ 
nication link with the ground station. The 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
has said its efforts to restore the link have not 
been successful so far. In the meanwhile, 
Vikram has been located on the Moon’s sur¬ 
face through the orbiter module, which has 
also taken a thermal image of the lander. The 
condition of Vikram — whether it has been 
destroyed, or is still intact—is not yet known. 

Is there still hope to restore contact? 

In this case, the time elapsed since con¬ 
tact was lost has no bearing on the chances 
of re-establishing contact with the lander. 
The probability of establishing contact is not 
going down with time. But there is a dead¬ 


line nonetheless. The ISRO has to succeed in 
the next two weeks (by September 21). 

Why this deadline? 

Because the Moon will enter into a lunar 
night after that. Remember, even the lander 
and rover were supposed to be functional 
only for 14 days from the day of their touch¬ 
down. Lunar days and nights are equivalent 
to 14 Earth days. The nights on the Moon can 
be very cold, especially in the south polar re¬ 
gion where Vikram is lying. Temperatures 
could drop to as low as -200°C. The instru¬ 
ments aboard the lander are not designed to 
withstand that kind of temperature. The 
electronics would not work and would get 
permanently damaged. So, if no connection 
is established in the next two weeks, ISRO 
will have to all but give up hope after that. 

How is ISRO trying to establish contact? At mission control for Chandrayaan-2 on Saturday morning, isro 

Communication with remote objects is 



possible through electromagnetic waves. For 
purposes of space communication, frequen¬ 
cies in the S-band (microwave) and L-band (ra¬ 
dio waves) of the electromagnetic spectrum 
are usually used. As of now, it is not known why 
the communication link was lost. Since it hap¬ 
pened when the lander was in flight, power 
failure in its communication unit can be a prob¬ 
able reason. But after that, the lander has hit 
the Moon’s surface at a speed far greater than 
needed for a safe landing. It could have suffered 
partial or complete damage. 

Communication with the instmments can 
be made only if those instruments are in 
working condition. Vikram was designed to 
communicate with both the ground station 
and with the orbiter. An attempt is being made 
from both to restore contact. Signals of spe¬ 
cific frequencies, which the instruments on 
the lander are tuned to receive, are being sent 
in the hope that one instmment or the other 
would be able to receive them and respond. 


What factors can help or hinder this? 

A key issue is the position of the antenna 
on the lander. It was supposed to be erect and 
free of any obstructions, so that it could scan a 
wide area to receive signals. A torchlight, ifheld 
up for example, spreads in a conical fashion 
and after a certain distance, the cone would 
spread almost 180°. A vertical antenna can also 
scan for signals from a similarly vast conical 
area. However, if the antenna is buried, point¬ 
ing towards the ground, or is otherwise ob¬ 
structed, its ability to receive signals would be 
diminished considerably. The conical area in 
which it can scan would also be reduced. 

The orbiter has the best chance to estab¬ 
lish contact. Making many revolutions of the 
Moon every day, it will be trying to send sig¬ 
nals to Vikram every time it crosses over it. 

It is not rare to lose contact with a space 
object, and then re-establish connection. But 
it is far more easier if the space object is in or¬ 
bit, or otherwise in good working condition. 


Telling Numbers 

A suicide every 40 seconds: 
taking stock of global trends 


A FACT sheet released by the World 
Health Organization last week shows 
that close to 8 lakh people die due to 
suicide every year. In other words, sui¬ 
cides account for one death every 40 
seconds. Another important fact that 
often gets missed is that behind every 
successful suicide, there are more 
than 20 attempts at taking one’s life. 

Chart I provides the regional 
spread of suicide rates. Against a 
global average of 10.53 deaths due to 
suicide (per 100,000 population) 
Europe tends to register the maxi¬ 
mum deaths due to suicide while 
Eastern Mediterranean reports the 
lowest average. However, even within 
each region, there are wide dispari¬ 
ties. For instance, as chart 2 shows, 
India and Pakistan report very differ¬ 
ent levels of suicide rates. 

Chart 2 shows country-specific 
rates of a wide variety of countries 
both in terms of geography and re¬ 
source allocation as well as in terms 
of economic prosperity. It ranks India 
next to some of the other countries 
most comparable to it such as 
Indonesia, Brazil and China. Russia’s 
data stands out for being over four 
times the global average. 

The report said that while suicide 
happens throughout the lifespan, it 
was the second leading cause of death 
among 15- to 29-year-olds. Chart 3 
shows the break-up of the number of 
suicides globally among young peo¬ 
ple. The leading cause for death in this 
age group is road injury (for men) and 
maternal conditions (for women). 

While the link between suicide and 
mental disorders, especially depres¬ 
sion and alcohol use, is well estab¬ 
lished, WHO finds that many suicides 
happen during a crisis and because of 
an individual’s inability to deal with 
stress. However, by far, WHO states, 
“the strongest risk factor for suicide is 
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a previous suicide attempt”. 

As far as methods of suicides are 
concerned, almost 20 per cent of all sui¬ 
cides are due to pesticide self-poison¬ 
ing. The use of pesticide points to the 
setting where such suicides happen - 
rural agricultural areas in low- and mid¬ 
dle-income countries. Other common 
methods are hanging and firearms. 
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— This Word Means 

CRYODRAKON BOREAS 


Simply Put Question 8 Answer 

Afghan deal is off. Now what? 

Trump has said he has ‘called off peace negotiations’ with Taliban. But a resumption of talks cannot be ruled 
out; nor can a full US withdrawal without a deal. And could India have unexpectedly got a foot in the door? 



Taliban claimed responsibility for this car bomb blast in Kabul on September 5, 
one of the reasons Trump has cited in calling off the negotiations. Reuters 


NIRUPAMASUBRAMANIAN 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER10 


ON SEPTEMBER 8, President Donald Trump 
posted on Twitter that (a) he had been sched¬ 
uled to meet, within hours and on US soil, 
the leadership of the Afghan Taliban, and (b) 
he had “cancelled the meeting and called off 
peace negotiations” because the Taliban had, 
“in order to build false leverage”, admitted 
to a terrorist attack in Kabul in the middle of 
the “very important peace talks”. 

What does this mean? 

In effect, Trump upended a nine-month 
pas de deux in Doha between Zalmay 
Khalilzad, the US Special Representative for 
Afghanistan Reconciliation, and the Taliban to 
close a deal for US troops to leave Afghanistan, 
in return for a commitment that the Taliban 
would not allow terrorist activities. A draft 
agreement was ready by the end of August. 

Khalilzad, who had flown to Kabul to brief 
President Ashraf Ghani — the Taliban had in¬ 
sisted that the Afghan government would 
not participate in the talks — on the details 
on August 31, said an agreement had been 
reached in principle, and Trump would have 
to greenlight the draft. He made it seem like 
this was a formality. 

Why did Trump back out? 

The immediate reason he gave was the 
September 5 suicide car bombing in central 
Kabul. The bombing, claimed by the Taliban, 
killed 12 people including a US serviceman 
and a Romanian soldier, and left 40 injured. 
Secretary of State Michael Pompeo offered 
the same justification. 

But few are convinced that this was the 
real reason. 

There had been a steady increase in the 
number of Taliban attacks from January, 
when the talks began. Indeed, on September 
2, while Khalilzad was in Kabul, the Taliban 
set off a tractor bomb near a heavily guarded 
compound for foreigners, killing 16 people 
and injuring 119 others. 

Time magazine said Pompeo, who was to 
be one of the two signatories on the deal—the 
other was the Taliban’s chief negotiator, 
Mullah Baradar—had second thoughts about 
putting his name to a deal that contained no 
guarantees from the Taliban, including on a 
ceasefire, or an agreement to participate in the 
“intra-Afghan talks”. Trump may have been 
looking for a way out, and the September 5 
bombing may have given him an opening. 


What would have happened at the Camp 
David meeting (that Trump cancelled)? 

Tmmp’s tweet disclosed for the first time 
that he had invited the Afghan President and 
the Taliban for separate talks at Camp David, 
the US President’s retreat. The New York Times 
reported that Trump’s plan was to bring 
them together in a “grand announcement”. 
However, several US media outlets reported 
that this secret meeting, scheduled for 
September 9, had in fact been called off two 
days before the President posted his tweet. 

It appears that the Taliban did not want 
to attend the meeting before the agreement 
had been signed. They feared being forced 
into talks with Ghani, and into accepting a 
ceasefire. 

Ghani, for his part, was preparing to fly to 
Washington, and knew of the cancellation a 
day before the tweet. Trump went public 
with the secret meeting, appearing to can¬ 
cel it on Twitter, apparently to take charge of 
the narrative. 

The meeting, if it had actually happened, 
may not have gone down well with Trump’s 
domestic constituencies. 

His hosting the Taliban, who sheltered 
Osama bin Laden and the al-Qaeda, two days 
before the anniversary of the September 11 
terrorist attacks, would have been terrible 
optics. Camp David was also where the his¬ 
toric Egypt-Israel accord was reached, which 
brought for Anwar al-Sadat and Menachem 
Begin the 1978 Nobel Peace Prize. 


So are the talks with the Taliban dead? 

It is difficult to say this with certainty. 
Trump famously resumed his talks with 
North Korea’s Kim Jong-un after cancelling 
them. The Khalilzad camp hopes there will 
be a resumption in a month or two. But if that 
happens, US negotiators would have to get 
more out of the Taliban than the draft agree¬ 
ment seems to contain. If the talks are fin¬ 
ished, so is Khalilzad, who saw the Afghan 
deal as a stepping stone to a bigger profile in 
a possible Trump 2.0. 

Pakistan, which played a proactive role to 
bring the Taliban to the table, and was 
praised by Trump for it, too has expressed 
hope for “optimised engagement following 
earliest resumption of talks”. 

But then again, it is also possible thatTrump 
may decide to withdraw US troops without an 
agreement. The Washington Post reported this 
was the view that National Security Advisor 
John Bolton, who was opposed to a deal with 
the Taliban, held — however, in an iteration of 
the US President’s remarkable unpredictabil¬ 
ity, Bolton himself was fired on Tuesday. 

How have the Taliban reacted? 

They issued an angry statement on the 
letterhead of the Islamic Emirate, simulta¬ 
neously claiming a commitment to peace 
and warning of more violence. “...We had se¬ 
lected 23 September as the first day for the 
intra-Afghan talks after the agreement had 
been signed and announced... Now, the an¬ 


nouncement by the President of the United 
States of an end to negotiations with the 
Islamic Emirate will harm America more 
than anyone else; it will harm its credibility, 
and further expose its anti-peace stance to 
the world; it would [result in] an increase in 
financial damage and casualties to its forces; 
it would demonstrate its political interac¬ 
tions as untrustworthy...” (Translated state¬ 
ment from the Afghan Analysts Network). 

What has the Afghan government said? 

It cannot be displeased. It was excluded 
from the entire process on the say-so of the 
Taliban, and feared the commitments that 
Khalilzad was making to the Taliban. Afghans 
who had invested in the building of a dem¬ 
ocratic country, feared that the US with¬ 
drawal would be followed by a repeat of 1996 
when the Taliban simply outgunned others 
to return to power. They also feared this was 
Pakistan’s plan to take control of Afghanistan 
through a proxy. 

“...[T]he government considers the 
Taliban’s obstinacy to increase violence 
against Afghans as the main obstacle to the 
ongoing peace negotiations. We have con¬ 
sistently stressed that genuine peace is pos¬ 
sible when the Taliban stop the killing of 
Afghans, embrace an inclusive ceasefire, and 
enter into direct negotiations with the 
Afghan government. The government of 
Afghanistan reiterates its stance on holding 
the presidential elections on September 
28...,” the government said in a statement. 

Before the deal fell through, Amrullah 
Saleh, who is a candidate for vice-president 
as a running mate of President Ghani, had 
been outspoken in his criticism of the deal. 
He had told The Indian Express in an inter¬ 
view: “[The Americans] are breaking norms 
by trying to sign a deal with a terrorist entity, 
a non-state malign actor and an insurgent 
group. We don’t know how they will give it 
legal justification.” ( See interview on www.in- 
dianexpress.com) 

India had no role in the Afghan talks. Has 
it now got a chance to get back in the 
Great Game? 

India has not reacted yet to the failure of 
the Afghan talks. But it was unhappy at 
Pakistan’s role in the process, and the possibil¬ 
ity that the Taliban would return to power. 
India had no official contact with the Taliban. 
The break in the talks could be the opening that 
New Delhi was looking for to make contact 
with at least those sections of the Taliban that 
are not under the thumb of Pakistan. 


A giant flying reptile, newly identified 


PALEONTOLOGISTS HAVE identified a 
new species, named it Cryodrakon boreas, 
and declared that it could be one of the 
largest flying animals. With a wingspan 
of over 10 metres, it is believed to have 
flown over the heads of dinosaurs. The 
reptile lived over 77 million years ago in 
what is western Canada today. 

Its remains were, in fact, discovered 
30 years ago from the Dinosaur Park 
Formation located in Alberta. Then, pa¬ 
leontologists had assumed that it be¬ 
longed to an already known species of 
pterosaur, Quetzalcoatlus. A new study 
by reseachers from the Queen Mary 
University of London, published in the 
Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology, has 
concluded that the remains belong to a 
new species, which is also the first 
pterosaur to be discovered in Canada. The 



Artist’s impression of the reptile. 

David Maas/QMUL 


remains included a skeleton consisting 
of parts of the wings, legs, neck and a rib. 

The researchers came to the conclu¬ 
sion after analysing the remains ago as 
well as additional, undocumented mate¬ 
rial that was uncovered over the years. 
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What is Bombay blood group, rare and sought after? 


TABASSUM BARNAGARWALA 

MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER10 

OVER THE last two weeks, the “Bombay 
blood group”, a rare blood type, has been 
at the centre of attention in Mumbai’s 
healthcare scene. Demand for the blood 
type has coincidentally spiked at hospitals, 
but supply has been scarce. 

Blood types, common & rare 

The four most common blood groups 
are A, B, AB and O. The rare, Bombay blood 
group was first discovered in Mumbai 
(then Bombay) in 1952 by Dr Y M Bhende. 
Each red blood cell has antigen over its sur¬ 
face, which helps determine which group 
it belongs to. The Bombay blood group, also 
called hh, is deficient in expressing antigen 
H, meaning the RBC has no antigen H. For 
instance, in the AB blood group, both anti¬ 
gens A and B are found. A will have A anti¬ 
gens; B will have B antigens. In hh, there 
are no A or B antigens. 

Rare in India, rarer globally 

Globally, the hh blood type has an inci- 



Harshal Ware, whose type is Bombay 
blood group, donates a unit in Pune. 

Think Foundation 


dence of one in four million. It has a higher 
incidence in South Asia; in India, one in 
7,600 to 10,000 are born with this type. 

DrAmnThorat, in-charge of Maharashtra 
State Blood Transfusion Council, said this 
blood type is more common in South Asia 
than anywhere else because of inbreeding 
and close community marriages. “It is genet¬ 
ically passed,” he said. Shared common an¬ 


cestry among Indians, Sri Lankans, Pakistanis 
and Bangladeshis has led to more cases of hh 
blood phenotype in this region. 

Testing for the group 

To test for hh blood, an Antigen H blood 
test is required. Often the hh blood group is 
confused with the O group. The difference 
is that the O group has Antigen H, while the 
hh group does not. 

If anyone lacks Antigen H, it does not 
mean he or she suffers from poor immu¬ 
nity or may be more prone to diseases. Their 
counts for haemoglobin, platelets, white 
blood cells and red blood cells are similar to 
the count of others based on their health in¬ 
dex. Because of rarity, however, they do face 
problems during blood transfusion. 

Transfusion limitations 

A 2015 study in the Asian Journal of 
Transfusion Science observed: “The individ¬ 
uals with Bombay blood group can only be 
transfused autologous blood or blood from 
individuals of Bombay hh phenotype only 
which is very rare.” Rejection may occur if 
they receive blood from A, B, AB or O blood 
group. In contrast, hh blood group can do¬ 


nate their blood to ABO blood types. 

An unofficial registry for Bombay blood 
group lists over 350 donors across India. 
“But at any time there are only 30 active 
donors available,” said Vinay Shetty of 
Think Foundation, an NGO. This group is 
generally not stored in blood banks, mainly 
because it is rare and the shelf life of blood 
is 35-42 days. So, whenever there is a de¬ 
mand for a Bombay blood group patient, a 
donor is required very urgently. 
Sometimes, facilities need to be created for 
transporting the donated blood from one 
city to another. Two weeks ago, a patient 
in Kota got hh blood from a Pune-based 
donor. The blood was flown to Jaipur and 
taken to Kota hospital by road. 

Shortage in focus 

The spike in demand is coincidental, 
said Shetty. Last week, he received requests 
from three hospitals in Mumbai for multi¬ 
ple hh blood type patients. Two of them are 
cancer patients in Tata Memorial Hospital. 

Patients of this blood group could die 
for want of blood. In Sri Lanka in 2017, a 
cancer patient died for want of hh blood 
group negative. 
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Meanwhile 

Mass For Mugabe In Singapore 

Relatives and government officials attended a mass for Zimbabwe’s ex-president 
Robert Mugabe in Singapore on Tuesday after arriving in the country where he died 
to collect his body Mugabe died on Friday aged 95. 


_ TOPOFTHE _ 
WORLD 



WithNoureddine 
Bedoui’s resignation, 
Army hopes to end 
months of protests 


ALGERIA 


‘PM Bedouito 
resign, paving 
way for vote’ 


Algiers: Algerian Prime 
Minister Noureddine 
Bedoui will resign soon to 
facilitate the holding of 
elections this year that the 
Army sees as the only way 
to end a standoff over 
months of protests, two 
senior sources told Reuters 
on Tuesday. Bedoui’s de¬ 
parture is a major demand 
of protesters, who in April 
forced long-time President 
Abdelaziz Bouteflika to 
quit, and who have re¬ 
jected fresh elections until 
there is a more thorough 
change of the power struc- 
ture. Army chief 
Lieutenant General 
Ahmed Gaed Saleh said 
last week that the electoral 
commission should by 
Sept. 15 call an election. 


SOUTH-EAST ASIA 

Hundreds of 
schools shut 
amid forest fire 

Jambi (Indonesia): Huge 
fires are raging across vast 
swathes of Indonesia’s 
rainforests — some of the 
world’s biggest — with 
toxic smog shutting hun¬ 
dreds of schools in 
Southeast Asia, officials 
said Tuesday. Massive jun¬ 
gle areas in Sumatra and 
Borneo islands are ablaze 
as thousands of personnel 
battle to quell the fires, fre¬ 
quently started to clear 
land for crop plantations. 
Burning forests to make 
way for farming is also 
thought to be behind the 
enormous fires currently 
ripping through the 
Amazon in South America. 

BRAZIL 

Rights activist 
shot dead in 
Amazon 

Brasilia: Ahuman rights de¬ 
fender has been shot dead 
in the Amazon, Brazil’s 
National Indian 

Foundation, Funai, had an¬ 
nounced. Maxciel Pereira 
dos Santos was shot dead 
in the town of Tabatinga 
last Friday, close to where 
seven Latin American lead¬ 
ers signed a treaty to pro¬ 
tect the Amazon. The mur¬ 
dered activist had worked 
for the past 12 years to pro¬ 
tect indigenous people in 
the Tabatinga area, close to 
Brazil’s borders with Peru 
and Colombia, an group of 
rights defenders said 
Monday. 


Trump ousts John Bolton as NSA 
over foreign policy disagreements 

In tweet, US President says he told adviser to resign; Bolton says he offered to quit without being asked 



John Bolton is Trump’s third National Security Adviser, ap 


TALKS WITH TALIBAN DEAD, SAYS TRUMP 



Three main issues of 
contention between 
Trump and Bolton 


PETER BAKER 

WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER10 


US PRESIDENT DonaldTrump an¬ 
nounced on Tuesday that he had 
firedjohn Bolton, his third national 
security adviser, amid fundamen¬ 
tal disagreements over how to 
handle major foreign policy chal¬ 
lenges like Iran, North Korea and 
most recently Afghanistan. 

“I informed John Bolton last 
night that his services are no 
longer needed at the White 
House,” the president wrote on 
Twitter. “I disagreed strongly 
with many of his suggestions, as 
did others in the Administration, 
and therefore I asked John for his 
resignation, which was given to 
me this morning. I thank John 
very much for his service.” 

Bolton offered a different ver¬ 
sion of how the end came in his 
own message on Twitter shortly 
afterward. “I offered to resign last 
night and President Trump said, 
‘Let’s talk about it tomorrow,’” 
Bolton wrote, without elaborating. 

Responding to a question from 
The New YorkTimes via text mes¬ 
sage, Bolton said it was his initia¬ 
tive. “Offered last night without 
his asking,” he wrote. “Slept on it 
and gave it to him this morning.” 

Trump named no successor 
but said he would appoint some¬ 
one “next week.” 

Bolton’s departure comes as 
Trump is pursuing diplomatic 
openings with some of the 


Washington: US President 
Donald Trump proclaimed 
talks with Afghanistan’s 
Taliban leaders dead on 
Monday, while the general in 
charge said the US military is 
likely to ramp up operations 
in Afghanistan to counter an 
increase in Taliban attacks. 

Trump scrapped talks with 
the Taliban planned for Camp 


United States’ most intractable 
enemies, efforts that have trou¬ 
bled hard-liners in the adminis¬ 
tration, like Bolton, who view 
North Korea and Iran as pro¬ 
foundly untrustworthy. 

Bolton saw his job as stopping 
Trump from making unwise 
agreements with America’s ene- 


David over the weekend after 
an American soldier was killed 
by a suicide bomber in the 
capital Kabul last week. 

“They’re dead. They’re 
dead. As far as I’m concerned, 
they’re dead,” Trump told 
reporters when asked about 
the talks as he left the White 
House for a trip to North 
Carolina. REUTERS 


mies. “While John Bolton was na¬ 
tional security adviser for the last 
17 months, there have been no bad 
deals,” a person close to Bolton said 
minutes after the president’s an¬ 
nouncement on Tuesday, reflect¬ 
ing the ousted adviser’s view. 

To Bolton’s aggravation, the 
president has continued to court 


IRAN 

Tensions between Trump 
and his hardline NSA started 
escalating when the 
President decided to cancel a 
planned airstrike on Iran at 
the last minute. The strike 
was intended to be in 
retaliation for the Iranians 
shooting down a US drone. 
Bolton has been critic of Iran 
throughout his career and 
has advocated strikes against 
the country multiple times. 

NORTH KOREA 
Trump’s desire to find quick 
solutions to longstanding 
national security issues have 
bothered the hawldsh 
Bolton. The latter has 
publicly criticised North 
Korea’s recent missile 


Kim Jong Un, the repressive 
leader of North Korea, despite 
Kim’s refusal to surrender his 
nuclear program and despite re¬ 
peated short-range missile tests 
by the North that have rattled its 
neighbors. In recent days, Tmmp 
has expressed a willingness to 
meet with President Hassan 


launches, which Trump has 
described as “not a problem”. 
Bolton also objected to 
Trump crossing over into 
North Korea during a recent 
meeting with Kim Jong Un. 

AFGHANISTAN 
Trump’s attempts to strike a 
deal with the Taliban has 
also been a major sticking 
point between him and 
Bolton. Bolton has 
repeatedly tried to stop 
Trump from getting into an 
agreement with a group that 
is accused of sheltering A1 
Qaeda terrorists behind the 
Sept 11,2001 attacks. 
Though Trump did finally 
pull out of talks, 
fundamental disagreements 
remained with Bolton. 


Rouhani of Iran under the right 
circumstances. 

The rift between the presi¬ 
dent and his national security 
adviser owed as much to person¬ 
ality as to policy. The president 
never warmed to him, a dy¬ 
namic that is often fatal in this 
White House. NYT 


Bangladesh govt 
cuts mobile 
internet access in 
Rohingya camps 

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA 

DHAKA,SEPTEMBER10 


BANGLADESH CUT access to 3G 
and 4G internet in Rohingya 
camps Tuesday, in a further 
clampdown on communications 
among the refugees as Dhaka 
grows increasingly frustrated 
with failed attempts to repatri¬ 
ate them back to Myanmar. 

Despite an agreement be¬ 
tween the two countries in 
November 2017 to send back 
the Rohingya, virtually none of 
the 740,000 who fled Myanmar 
following an August 2017 mili¬ 
tary crackdown in Rakhine 
state have returned. 

The government has in¬ 
structed operators to shut 
down 3G, 4G and LTE (Long 
Term Evolution) networks in 
the Rohingya camp areas in 
Teknaf and Ukhia, S M Farhad, 
secretary general of the 
Association of Mobile Telecom 
Operators of Bangladesh, said 
in a statement. 

The border towns of Teknaf 
and Ukhia are home to three 
dozen refugee camps where 
the Rohingya live. 

The 2G services “will re¬ 
main active” Farhad added, al¬ 
though a telecoms specialist in 
Bangladesh told AFP that 2G 
speeds in the area were too 
slow to transfer data or use mo¬ 
bile internet. 

Operators had already halted 
the sale of SIM cards in the 
camps and shut down 3G and 4G 
network connections between 
5 pm and 6 am local time. 


Netanyahu pledges to annex part of West Bank 


ISABEL KERSHNER& 
DAVID MHALBFINGER 

JERUSALEM, SEPTEMBER 10 


PRIME MINISTER Benjamin 
Netanyahu of Israel said Tuesday 
that he would move to annex 
much of the occupied West 
Bank if voters return him to 
power in the election next week, 
a change that could dramatically 
reshape the protracted Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. 

The move would give the na¬ 
tion “secure, permanent bor¬ 
ders” for the first time in its his- 



Netanyahu faces a tough 
election next week. Reuters 


tory, he said. But it would also re¬ 
duce any future Palestinian state 
to an enclave encircled by Israel. 
Netanyahu said he wanted to 


seize what he called the “unique, 
one-off opportunity” afforded 
him by the Trump administra¬ 
tion, which has expressed open¬ 
ness to Israeli annexation of at 
least parts of the West Bank. 

“We haven’t had such an op¬ 
portunity since the Six Day War, 
and I doubt we’ll have another op¬ 
portunity in the next 50 years,” 
Netanyahu said at a news confer¬ 
ence in Ramat Gan. “Give me the 
power to guarantee Israel’s secu¬ 
rity. Give me the power to deter¬ 
mine Israel’s borders.” 

Israel seized the West Bank 
from Jordan in the 1967 war. Most 


of the world considers it occupied 
territory and Israeli settlements 
there to be illegal. 

Battling for political survival, 
and in a dead heat or slightly be¬ 
hind in the polls against Benny 
Gantz, a centrist former Army 
chief of staff, Netanyahu has 
tried to shift the focus of the con¬ 
test from the corruption cases 
against him to his strong suit: na- 
tional security. He has high¬ 
lighted Israel’s increasingly overt 
military campaign against Iranian 
expansion and unveiled a new site 
where he said Iran had pursued 
nuclear weapons. NYT 



Stampede During Ashura Rituals Kill 31 In Iraq 

■ At least 31 people died and 
another 102 were wounded on 
Tuesday during the Shia 
Muslim religious rituals of 
Ashura in Iraq’s southern holy 
city of Kerbala, in what officials 
at its Imam Hussein shrine 
described as a stampede. 

■ The death toll released by the 
Iraqi Health Ministry was 
expected to rise, with at least 
nine people still in critical 
condition. Thirty people died 
on site and one more died in 
hospital, the Health Ministry 
spokesman said. 

■ The ministry did not disclose 
how they had been killed but 
shrine officials told Reuters 
the stampede took place 
towards the end of the 
procession, when thousands 
of pilgrims rushed towards the 

People dressed as ancient warriors re-enact a scene from the 7th century battle of Kerbala shrine during what is known 

during a ceremony marking Ashura in the city of Kerbala, Iraq, on Tuesday. Reuters as the Tuwairij run. 



Boris Johnson attends a history class during a visit to Pimlico 
Primary school in London on Tuesday. Reuters 


UK PM suspends 
Parliament after 
latest Brexit defeat 


JILL LAWLESS 

LONDON,SEPTEMBER10 


PRIME MINISTER Boris Johnson 
has succeeded in his plan to sus¬ 
pend Britain’s rebellious 
Parliament for five weeks, but he 
has achieved little else in his first 
prolonged jousting with legisla¬ 
tors determined to prevent a no¬ 
deal Brexit. 

The simmering showdown 
between Johnson and 
Parliament over Brexit came to a 
head as lawmakers delivered 
three defeats to the govern¬ 
ment’s plans for leaving the 
European Union, before being 
sent home early Tuesday for a 
contentious five-week suspen¬ 
sion of the legislature. 

In a session that ran well past 
midnight, Parliament ordered 
the government to release pri¬ 
vate communications about its 
Brexit plans and rejected 
Johnson’s call for a snap election 
to break the political deadlock. 

Parliament was then sus¬ 
pended — or prorogued — at the 
government’s request until 
October 14, a drastic move that 
gives Johnson a respite from re¬ 
bellious lawmakers as he plots 
his next move. 

Opponents accuse him of 
trying to avoid democratic 
scrutiny. What is usually a 
solemn, formal prorogation cer¬ 
emony erupted into raucous 
scenes as opposition lawmakers 
in the House of Commons cham¬ 
ber shouted “Shame on you” and 
held up signs reading “Silenced.” 

The Prime Minister has had a 
turbulent week since Parliament 
returned from its summer break 
on September 3. He kicked 21 
lawmakers out of the 
Conservative group in 


ON THE LAST DAY OF 
PARLIAMENT AHEAD 
OF SUSPENSION 


■Johnson’s govt suffered 
three defeats on the last 
day of Parliament before it 
was suspended. 

■A Bill brought by 
Opposition MPs and backed 
by rebel Conservative 
lawmakers to stop a no-deal 
Brexit was signed into law 
by the Queen. 

■ Parliament also ordered 
the govt to release emails 
and text messages among 
officials relating to 
suspending Parliament 
and planning for Brexit. 

■ Finally, MPs rejected a 
second attempt by Johnson 
to declare an early election 
ahead of the October 31 
Brexit deadline. 


Parliament after they sided with 
the opposition, and saw two 
ministers quit his government - 
one of them his own brother. 

Parliament’s suspension 
ended a day of blows to the em¬ 
battled Johnson. First an oppo¬ 
sition-backed measure de¬ 
signed to stop Britain from 
crashing out of the EU on Oct. 31 
without a divorce deal became 
law after receiving the formal 
assent of Queen Elizabeth II. The 
law compels the government to 
ask the EU for a three-month de¬ 
lay if no deal has been agreed by 
October 19. 

“I will not ask for another de¬ 
lay,” Johnson said. AP 


Japan may have to dump 
radioactive water into 


the sea, says minister 


REUTERS 

TOKYO,SEPTEMBER10 

JAPAN’S TOKYO Electric Power 
will have to dump radioactive wa¬ 
ter from its destroyed Fukushima 
nuclear power plant into the 
Pacific Ocean as it runs out of 
room to store it, the environment 
minister said on Tuesday. 

Tokyo Electric, orTepco, has 
collected more than 1 million 
tonnes of contaminated water 
from the cooling pipes used to 
keep fuel cores from melting 
since the plant was crippled by 
an earthquake and tsunami 
in 2011. 

“The only option will be to 
drain it into the sea and dilute it,” 
the minister, Yoshiaki Harada, 
told a news briefing in Tokyo. 


“The whole of the government 
will discuss this, but I would like 
to offer my simple opinion.” 

The government is awaiting 
a report from an expert panel 
before making a final decision 
on how to dispose of the ra¬ 
dioactive water. 

Japan’s Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Yoshihide Suga, in a 
separate press briefing, de¬ 
scribed Harada’s comments as 
“his personal opinion”. 

Tepco was not in a position to 
decide what to do but would fol¬ 
low the policy once the govern¬ 
ment made a decision, a 
spokesman for the utility said. 

The utility says it will run out 
of room to store the water by 
2022. Harada did not say how 
much water would need to be 
dumped into the ocean. 


He Was Instrumental In Revealing Extent Of Moscow’s Interference In 2016 US Election 

CIA informant extracted from Russia had sent secrets to US for decades 


JULIAN E BARNES, 

ADAM GOLDMAN & 

DAVID E SANGER 

WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 10 


DECADES AGO, the CIA recmited 
and carefully cultivated a mi¬ 
dlevel Russian official who be¬ 
gan rapidly advancing through 
the governmental ranks. 
Eventually, American spies 
struck gold: The longtime source 
landed an influential position 
that came with access to the 
highest level of the Kremlin. 

As US officials began to re¬ 
alise that Russia was trying to 
sabotage the 2016 presidential 


election, the informant became 
one of the CIA’s most important 
— and highly protected — assets. 
But when intelligence officials 
revealed the severity of Russia’s 
election interference with un¬ 
usual detail later that year, the 
news media picked up on details 
about the CIA’s Kremlin sources. 

CIA officials worried about 
safety made the arduous deci¬ 
sion in late 2016 to offer to ex¬ 
tract the source from Russia. The 
situation grew more tense when 
the informant at first refused, cit¬ 
ing family concerns — prompt¬ 
ing consternation at CIA head¬ 
quarters and sowing doubts 
among some US counterintelli¬ 


gence officials about the infor¬ 
mant’s trustworthiness. But the 
CIA pressed again months later 
after more media inquiries. This 
time, the informant agreed. 

The move brought to an end 
the career of one of the CIA’s most 
important sources. It also effec¬ 
tively blinded US intelligence of¬ 
ficials to the view from inside 
Russia as they sought clues about 
Kremlin interference in the 2018 
midterm elections and nextyear’s 
presidential contest. 

CNN first reported the 2017 
extraction on Monday. Other de¬ 
tails — including the source’s his¬ 
tory with the agency, the initial 
2016 exfiltration offer and the 



The Moscow informant was instrumental to the CIA’s most 
explosive conclusion about interference in US election, nyt 


cascade of doubts set off by the — have not been previously re¬ 
informant’s subsequent refusal ported. This article is based on 


interviews in recent months 
with current and former officials 
who spoke on the condition that 
their names not be used dis¬ 
cussing classified information. 

Officials did not disclose the 
informant’s identity or new loca¬ 
tion, both closely held secrets. The 
person’s life remains in danger, 
current and former officials said, 
pointing to Moscow’s attempts 
last year to assassinate Sergei V 
Skripal, a former Russian intelli¬ 
gence official who moved to 
Britain as part of a high-profile 
spy exchange in 2010. 

The Moscow informant was 
instrumental to the CIA’s most 
explosive conclusion about 


Russia’s interference campaign: 
that President Vladimir Putin or¬ 
dered and orchestrated it him¬ 
self. As the US government’s best 
insight into the thinking of and 
orders from Putin, the source 
was also key to the CIA’s assess¬ 
ment that he affirmatively 
favoured Donald Trump’s elec¬ 
tion and personally ordered the 
hacking of the Democratic 
National Committee. 

The informant, according to 
people familiar with the matter, 
was outside Putin’s inner circle, 
but saw him regularly and had 
access to high-level Kremlin de¬ 
cision-making — easily making 
the source one of the agency’s 


most valuable assets. 

Leaving behind one’s native 
country is a weighty decision, 
said Joseph Augustyn, a former 
senior CIA officer who once ran 
the agency’s defector resettle¬ 
ment center. Often, informants 
have kept their spy work secret 
from their families. 

The decision to extract the 
informant was driven “in part” 
because of concerns that 
Trump and his administration 
had mishandled delicate intel¬ 
ligence, CNN reported. But for¬ 
mer intelligence officials said 
there was no public evidence 
that Trump directly endan¬ 
gered the source. NYT 
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SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


Tender No,4/CE/CS/QT/2Q19 Dt: 22,08.2019 


CORRIGENDUM! NOJ i 

Tender far Manufacturearm FiLfialy nf P5C sleepers to Dr;] Mn: RD50.T-249E 
&. 2496 with dosing date as 14.00 H rs o r\ 2S.09.201 9, treated as cancelled. 

Tender No.S/CBCSJQT/2019 Ot; 22.08.2019 

Principal Chi of Engineer for and on behalf of President of India invites 
ONIJNE tenders For manufgctore and supply oF PSC Line sleepers to 
DRG No:RDS-0,'T-2495 & 2496 with closing dale as 14.00 Hr* on 
04.10.201S, 

Further details are available in the detailed tender notice on website 

httptfwww.trep5.gov.in. Principal Chief Engineer, 

Chennai - GOO 003. 



GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION |0 

BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT 
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4) (ft £■ i ' <40 <■ www.uktenders.gov.in *1 ftffa ■45 rt 1 


frrr-v- KMiMia 


Tenders are invited by the Superintending Engineer (Buildings) 


imi mmmmmmmm 


Proposed Construction of Urban Community Health Centre at Pulla 
Avenue, Shenoy Nagar, dn-102, zone-8. 



Rs. 8,37,93,970/- 


Rs. 8,38,000/- 
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GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA 

'Office ot the Executive Engineer, 

North Mumbai Division, 

Public Works Department, 

ANDHERI, Mumbai. 

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 19 


(2019-2020) 

1) THIS office e-tender Notice No. 19 of 2019-20 letter No. NMD/TC/8765 dated 
27.08.2019, the following changes are made in notice please read as under. 

SR. DESCRIPTION ALREADY PUBLISHED NOW READ AS 

NO. 


E-Tender 
Submission Date 

Pre-Bid Meeting 
Date 


31.08.2019 to 09.09.2019 


31.08.2019 to 19.09.2019 


04.09.2019 at 12.00 pm in the' 16.09.2019 to 12.00 pm in the 
office of the Chief Engineer office of the Chief Engineer 
Mumbai (P.W.) Region, Mumbai (RW.) Region, 
Mumbai, 25, Marzban Road, Mumbai, 25, Marzban Road, 
Fort, Mumbai-400 001. Fort, Mumbai-400 001. 


E-Tender Opening Date 11.09.2019 Date : 20.09.2019 

All other particulars of the original notice remain unchanged” 

No. NMD/TC/9251 

Office of the Executive Engineer, Sd/- for 

North Mumbai Division, Executive Engineer, 

Public Works Department, North Mumbai (P.W.) Division, 

Andheri, Mumbai. Andheri, Mumbai. 

Date : 07.09.2019 DGIPR/2019-2020/2789 


50.09.2019 


Government of Maharashtra 

Public Works Department 

Executive Engineer, Public Works Division, 
Jalgaon, Dist. Jalgaon 

email- jalgaon.ee@mahapwd.com 


E-Tender Notice No. 22 for 2019-2020 


Online Tenders (e-tender) in “B-2" form are invited by the executive engineer, RW. 
Division, Jalgaon (Phone N. 0257-2227343) for and behalf of Government of 
Maharashtra, Electronic Tender Management System, http://mahaetenders.gov from 
eligible Contractor who fulfil the Terms and Conditions of Tender. The rights are 
reserve to reject all or any tender by Superintending Engineer/ Executive 
Engineer Conditional tenders are not acceptable. 

The details can be viewed and downloaded online from dated 11/09/2019 to 
30/09/2019 at 17.00 hrs. directly from the Government of Maharashtra e-tendering 
Portal http://mahaetenders.goYin 

This detailed tender notice for 01 (one) work is also available on portal 
www.rrahapwd.com and on Notice Board in the office of Executive Engineer, Public 
Works Division, Jalgaon, Dist. Jalgaon 

Executive Engineer 

Public Works Division, 

D.G.t.RR. 2019-2020/2761 Jalgaon, Dist. Jalgaon 


e-Auction ot Hospital Sites 

in Estates/IMTs through NIC Portal 

Barwala, Faridabad, Rai, Karnal, Rohtak 


Particulars/ 

Estate 

Size of Site 

(m Sqm) 

Reserve Price 1 

(? in crore I 

per unit) 1 

IE Barwala 

12150 

9.10 

IMT 

16200 

18.85 

Farid abac) 



■E Rai 

19800 

20,55 

Karnal 



Sector 37 

14377,5 

20.80 


5872,5 (H-2) 

3.25 

IMT Rohtak, 
Ph-II 

3766.5 (H‘3) 

2,10 


12676.5 (H-5) 

7 

All (totalth mdudin 

g tiny Proposal DuO 
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payment pro< edu r 
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e-Auction 

09th 

October 

2019 


Thu Co*pof^liufl in.iy withdraw .my or jII the 
snips frurti the i■ .juttpon .it runy vtcige rind 
rcst*FVi?i the fi tphi to rictcpl or rijppct riny ot .ill 
the bids evt'n pf they a ret above lh<? itrsttrvt 1 - ptxe 
or cancel/postpoisf thu e-tone lion without 
assign! rtb .my rvasO'Trs thpreol. 


HARYANA STATE INDUSTRIAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED 

Hegd. Office: C11 & U. &ror-&, tadikula, PK.0172-25504B imt flfia@hsiidt9p, website: hsiidc.or^ .n, □N;U:29199HR1967SGC034S4S 


Delhi C’S, Khaf.ik singli 011-23347&SO-81-8J, 

Eta rwila IE Eta rw,i In 0 L 733 -2 56507, 
Ffahlak . H$IIDC, IM T Hohtik. 01262-287029, 


Fa rlcfa6ad H 5IIDC. IM I Fan dah ad, Sec -31, 012f-22 7 2 290, 
Rai: MSI I DC, IE, 0«stt Sonepat 0! 30-2366834, 

Karnal : Sector 3, i.E, QUW-222C043, 


78627/HRV 


e-Auction ot Commercial Booths/Shops 

in Estates/IMTs 

Fandahctd. Kundli, Bawat, Narnnul, Karnal, Qahadurgarh, 
Manc^ar. ftai, Rohtak, Kharhoda 


imt FendsMd, 

SwiPf-fiB_ 

4@ 

1. A 17, 13-JO ( 

i— kunj i Phase-1 | 

75625 

72-78 (7) 

IM r 0aw:j| Sfc'ctor-^ 1 


' 7-4. 13-14. 161 

N arnaul, 

405 

9.1am 


Ftegislrall^^l 
Upto 

i 3rd Oct, j 


e-Auction 

4th 

October 2019 


inrofmaJ sector I 
IE Karnal Sec-3A 175 625 
lEEtahadungarh |“T 


3-10 ffli 


f-20 (20) 


IMT Ma'iesar 
Sector-1 _ 

lE Rai ^hase-l 

Rohtak (Old DC) 

IWT Kharkhoda 


100 19,28-34(8) 

144 4-0. ICmS & IS (12)1 
144 1-4 (4) 

43 1 -S (5) 


157 6 


15 35 


AH details including any Proposal Due Date extensions, 
clarifications amendments, addenda, corrigenda, etc., 
will be uploaded only ori the website of HSU DC and wrfl 
not be published in Newspapers. Hence, Applicants 
may regularly visit the website of HSHDt to keep 
themselves updated a bout such developments 


r he Corporation may withefi aw any or 
all the sites from the auction at any 
singe and reserves the right to accept 
or reject any or all the bids even if they 
are above the reserve price or 
cancel/postpone the auction without 
assigning any reasons thereof. 

Earnest Money Deposit has been kept 
as @ 2% of Reserve Price. 

Bid increment @ Rs.3,00 Lakh and 
e-auction Fee @ Rs. IQOtY-per auction. 

Interest parties may visit our website 
at www.hsiidc.org.in for Higibility 
criteria, participation, payment 
procedure and other terms & 
conditions of auction. 


HARYANA STATE INDUSTRIAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED 

Regd C-fr-:?;: C 04 U, Sedvfi Pfi. 51T2-Z59043I-83, ema-: irsc Hsiit4c.oiq.jp. weto-e; taitfcoig h OHU'29199HR1967SGC034S45 

Ufllhi: C-S, Khjfjk Misrg, 011 2 33476-S0-3-1 -82, Fariddbrid : HSIIDC, MI r- j-i=■ l-j-bod, 5yi. 31, 0129 2277290, 


Kundli: H^llDk 


Ph- 


Sows I i H SI I DC. | Ml Hhw^I. O1/04-J6412O, Nirnalll: HSIIDC, IMI Bniv.il, 


Ph-01284-264 m t Kamth Sector-3, I.E. 0184-222004):, Bahadur^arh : HSIIDC, IE, Bihadurgarh Ph-01276-741915; 
Mjiafur: HSKDC, IMT MjwSdr. PH lj 1J4-22913S1, fiai; HSUDCJE, Dis-tt Sorepat 0H0-23B6S34, 

Rohtak : HSIIDC, IMT Robuk, 01262 '287029, 7&&38AHRYI 


epaper. u \ 




IKSimnl 


Deputy Chief Elaelrieal Eny neer-l. 
Railway EtectrlftcaliorifJabaapur for 
an ci on bchait of the Presidonl ot India 
irivltod, e-tendefs from iht reputed 
and experienced oontractros' (1) c- 
Tende r No.: R&JBP/E Li'ATCLS'l 9- 
20(07/07 dtd.; 05 00 2010 N@me of 
work: Invitation oF open e-lenrler for 
Ihe work oF AT (GLS) in. Katni 
(excluding.) to Enina {excluding.) anu 
Eutna lo Rewa (including) fiACli&n ul 
Kalni to Satna and Satna lo ftawa 
section of WCR Railway Approx, 
cost of the work : ¥ 71,01,270 .221- 
(Rs Seventy One lakhs One 
thousand Two hundred seventy & 
paisa thirty two only) Cost of tender 
form: ^ 5,000.'- Date and time For 
submission at the tender form on 
website:!5.00 Hrs. on 10.1D.2QfS 
Date and time for opening of tFie 
tender: 15.30 Hrs. on 10.10.2019 
Earnest Money: ? 1.42,030/- 
Campletion of Work: K3 Months. 
Note: Complete details of tender 
notice on the Railway website 
www.'reps.gov.in and also pinned on 
notice board or she Chief Project 
Director, Railway Electrification, 
Jabalpur Tender other than in the 
form of e-bid& shall nd be accepted 
against above tenders, In th & sender 
Minimum Eligibility Criteria is 
applicable. 

Py.CE^HQ/RE 
For Chief Project Director, 
Railway Electrification, LKO 
Wast Central Railway. Jabalpur 


Curing kail Journey. □ al 13&for genera! 
complaint £ Dial ‘S2 lor security complaints 


i m st’fii l 1 nwiici ;i in ij m ■ a j m a j u i vi a ;ki i 


(Established by an Act of Parliament of India, No. 16 of 1970) 
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

The EOI is invited for the services related to provide Media 
Planning & Consultancy agency for CCS Haryana 
Agricultural University, Hisar for the period commencing 
from the date of notification to 20 days. Applications com¬ 
plete in all respects should reach the office of the “Public 
Relations Office, CCS HAU Hisar” latest by 01.10.2019. 
For details please visit institute website: www.hau.ac.in 

Sd/- 

hav -1184 Media Advisor 


□ LI I LI IV~d E4J I LLII 


*Trftl MIcM 

M 

Tlcj TTmRUT cf3| ^jtlcT cp foTcTT 

TTFta, tptefR/qclcfcf cf ufe cp ST^RJpIcTmM, 

|Tf A ^ 2019-20 RtefFT) fcffsi t 31.08.2020 cfcp cp tcR W! 

i atorff cpt fcm 17.09.2019 12.00 ^25#^ 

5rt tei to 3teR) m fgj tefte M its, ite 

01 rate A cpt urMt 1 

^§0 ticten c$\ 100000/- 3fc gte te temt ^ t 
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?M./- 
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orporation, ro 

AUCTION NOTICE 



Time Timit for 
Dismantling 

“Date of Auction 
at 11.00 A.M. 

Place of 
Auction 

Earnest 

Money 

15 days 

11.09.2019 

Office of 
Executive 
Engineer 
MC, Rohtak 

Rs. 

1,00,000/- 


On behalf of Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Rohtak, the Auction of below work shall be held on the date 
mentioned against it at the Site. The willing persons may attend the Open Auction below work. Earnest Mone) 
will have to be deposited by the willing Persons/Agencies in the shape of Demand Draft in favour o 
Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Rohtak or in Cash who want to attend the Auction proceedings before 
the Auction. 

Name of the Building requiring dismantling including removing of malba complete in all respect to the 
satisfaction of Engineer-in-Charge. 


Name or tne tsunai 


T Dismantling of SDO Office Building 
(a) at 33 KV S/Stn. Model Town, Rohtak 


Dismantling ot XhN Office Building 
at 33 KV S/Stn. Model Town, Rohtak 


CONDITIONS: 

1. The approval of the acceptance of the highest Bidder of Auction will rest with the Commissioner, Municipal 
Corporation, Rohtak who does not bind himself to accept the Highest Bid and reserves to him the Authority to reject 
the Auction received without assigning any reason. 

2. In case the highest Bidder does not take up the work his earnest money shall be forfeited. 

3. The successful Bidder shall have to submit an Affidavit to the fact that he has no relation or connection with the 
Person/Agency Blacklisted by Haryana Govt./Govt, of India from time to time. 

4. Sales/Works Tax, Income Tax, Labour Cess or any other Tax as Applicable will be paid by the Bidder as per instruc¬ 
tions of the Govt, 

5. The highest Bidder is required to deposit the full bid amount within 3 days from the date of Allotment failing which 
the EMD deposited by him shall be forfeited. 

6. The Earnest Money of the highest Bidders will be converted into security amount which will be refunded after com¬ 
plete clearance of the site as per satisfaction of the Engineer-in-Charge within the stipulated period. 

7. The possession of the Site shall be given only after the deposit of full amount. 

8. Security of the unsuccessful Bidders shall be returned but the security of the highest Bidder shall be returned later 

on till final decision in the matter. _ _ .. . 

Sd/- Executive Engineer, 

For Commissioner, 

78617 /hry. Municipal Corporation, Rohtak. 


Water Resources Department 

Tembhu Lift Irrigation Project Management Division, Ogalewadt 

e-TENDER NOTICE NO. 21 FOR 2019-2020 

Main Tender Portal: https://mahatenders.govJn 

Cl RC LE : S ANGLI I R RIG AT ION CIRCLE: SAN G LI 

DIVISION : TEMBHU LIFT IRRIGATION PROJECT MANAGEMENT DIVISION, OGALEWADI 
Online electronic bids in B -1 form for below mentioned works is invited by Executive Engineer, 
Tetnbhu Lift Irrigation Project Management Division, Oglewadi Water Resources Department 
Maharashtra Governernent from non registered or registered conirastore with Public works 
department, Government of Maharashtra contracters. Tender documents are download from 
Government website https ;//ma ha tenders.gov.jn. Executive Engineerjembhu Lift Irrigation 
Project Management Division, Oglewadi reserves the right to reject/accept of tender. Tender is 
not accepeted with any condition 


1 

Name of Work 

Congtroclion of manual C,C- Lining- for Minor No. 10 and Minor No. 1 1 
on Surli Canal tor Tembhu Lift Irrigation Project Tal. Karad Dist Satara 

m 

Cos! Put to Tender 

Rs, 4,23,92,024/- 

3. 

E-Tender Period 

Di. 11/09/2019 to 26/09/2019 

4. 

E-Tender Opening 

Dt 3Q/09/2019 


All information of above E tender i$ available on below link. 

1, https://mahatenders.gov.in 

2, Any changes in E Tender will inform on above website 

3, Name of Offic&r and Address :■ Executive Engineer, Tembhu Lift Irrigation Project 
Management Divison Ogalewadi Tal- Karad, Dist-Satara Ph.No. 02164-271327 

E-mail- eetllpdnZ@gmall.com Sd/- 

ExecLitlve Engineer,Tembhu Lift Irrigation Project 
dglpr 2D19-2020/27^3 Management Divison Ogalewadi, Karad 


e-Auction of Group Housing Sites 
in Industrial Estates/IMTs through NIC Portal 

Manesar, Faridabad, Rohtak, Bawal, Barhi, Panipat 


Particulars/ 

Estate 


Area of Site 

(in Sqm) 


Site No. 


Reserve Price 

(t in crore 
per unit) 


Upto 

01st October 
2019 A 


e-Auction 

10th 

October 2019 


Faridabad 

Sector-69 

2000 each 

GH-01 to 05 

4.35 

Rohtak, 

Ph-lll 

12879 

In front of 

HSIIDC Office 

13.30 


8100 each 

GH-41,42 

8.35 

Bawal, 

Sector-02 

2001 

GH-31 

3.30 

2005 

GH-32 

3.30 

Barhi, 

4293 

GH-3 

7.20 

c/ 

CD 

O 

1 — 

O 

7128 

GH-4 

12 

Panipat 

2000 each 

GH-01,02, 

9, 10 & 11 

2.45 


Interest parties may visit our website at 
www.hsiidc.org.in or www.eauction.gov.in for eligibility 
criteria, participation, payment procedure and other 
terms & conditions of auction. 


The Corporation may withdraw 
any or all the sites from the auc¬ 
tion at any stage and reserves 
the right to accept or reject any 
or all the bids even if they are 
above the reserve price or can¬ 
cel/postpone the auction without 
assigning any reasons thereof. 


All details including any 
Proposal Due Date extensions, 
clarifications amendments, 
addenda, corrigenda, etc. will be 
uploaded only on the website of 
HSIIDC and will not be pub¬ 
lished in Newspapers. Hence, 
Applicants may regularly visit 
the website of HSIIDC to keep 
themselves updated about such 
developments. 


HARYANA STATE INDUSTRIAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED 

Regd. Office: C-13 & 14, Sector-6, Panchkula, Ph.: 0172-2590481-83, E-mail: 
info@hsiidc.org.in, Website: hsiidc.org.in, CIN: U:29199HR1967SGC034545 Delhi: C-B, Kharak 
Singh Marg, Ph (011) 23347680-81-82 I Manesar: HSIIDC, IMT Manesar, 0124-2291351 I 
Rohtak: HSIIDC, IMT Rohtak, 01262-287029 I Bawal: HSIIDC, IMT Bawal, 01284-264120 I 
Faridabad: HSIIDC, IMT Faridabad, Sec-31, 0129-2272290 I Barhi: HSIIDC, Industrial Estate, 
130-2474756 Panipat: HSIIDC, Industrial Estate Panipat, 09416250758 78618/HRY 


SEARCH FOR MISSING 


General public is hereby informed that [ 
ore mfilo namely Jitender Kumar S/o 
Sarvan Chard R.'o Villngu-Choti Khmtj, 

Teh. Deed warn. DisU.-Nucor. Rajasthan T 
has been missing from Madipur Village 
PS. Punjabi Bagh, Delhi since II 
03.07.2019. In this regard, a DD Nq.. 

52-A dated 29,07.2019 has been | w 
registered at P.S. Punjabi Bagh, Delhi. 

Th^scrtpfon of the mining mala is as | J|TE ^ KUMA.R | 

Age: 40 Years, Complexion; Fair, 

Height: 5'7". Face: Oval. Wearing: White colour shirt and black 
colour pant a chappal in feet. Sincere efforts have been made by 
the local police to trace out him but no due has come to light so 
far. If anyone has any information about the massing/ kidnapped 
male then please inform P.S. Punjabi Bagh, Delhi at following Tel 
No. /e-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in and Website: http://cbi.nic.ln 
Ph: 011 -24368638, 24368641 

Fax No. 011-24368639 Sd/- S.H.O, 

P.S. Punjabi Bagh, Delhi 
DP/8394/WD/19 Ph, 011-25225616 


IS MAVdiUWlTilirmi 

mifri 

Universiiy, 

FT 


(Established by Parliament Act 16 of 1970) 

Tender Notice 

CCS Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar is inviting Tender foi 

following equipments/items: 

1. Purchase of Blood Lactate Analyser including Test Strips for the 
Department of FRM, COHS, CCSHAU, Hisar. 

2. Supply, Installation and Commissioning of lining of lake along with an\ 
other contingent work thereof at Farm of DDUCE-OF, CCSHAU, Hisar 

3. Purchase of Air cooled ductable unit (39 tons) complete with Scrol 
compressor control panel refrigerant piping to interconnect indoor anc 
outdoor unit along with cabling etc. and complete installation for the 
Examination Hall, COHS, CCSHAU, Hisar. 

4. Purchase of CBG/CNG storage cascade with tubing & fitting, Bioextrudei 
and Briquette Machine for the office of Coordinator, Innovation Centre foi 
Agriwaste Management (COAE&T), CCSHAU, Hisar. 

5. AMC for Solar Water heating system installed in various Hostels ■ 
Director Students' Welfare, CCSHAU, Hisar. 

For detail information and e-tendering schedule, please visit the web¬ 
site http://etenders.hry.nic.in and University website http://hau.ac.in. 

Date of start of bid preparation and submission 12.09.2019 (09.00 hours; 

and Closing on 03.10.2019 upto 17.00 hours. Opening of Technical Bid or 

09.10.2019 at 10.00 A.M. & Financial Bid on 11.10.2019 at 12.00 noon. 

NOTE: 

1. All updates, amendments, Corrigenda etc. (if any) will be posted onl 
on the CCS HAU Website/Tender website. There will not be any publi 
cation of the same through Newspapers or any other media. 

2. Interested bidders are advised to deposit Bid Security/EMD on oi 
before 48.00 hrs of expiring date and time of bid online so as to gel 
the payment verified. 


HAV-1186 


Director (Store & Purchase) 
CCSHAU, Hisar 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION) 

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 31-CECNWS-19-2C-PBW-391 -II DATED: 30M2019 


Fq* and on behalf of The President of Indie, The Chief Engineer, 
Construction. Soulh-ern Railway, Eg m ora, C h an nai - 60-0 008 irv/kes -a- kinder 
tor lh»e fallowing w^orfcfs) as per Nolice Inviting Tender (NIT) in cur portal 
www.irep6.gtw.in. The TenderersCont-ractori intending to apply tor ihe lender 
needs to gel enrolled in the portal www.irapa.ipav.fcn end- oniy online lenders 
will be accepted. The Cost of the Tends* Form and the Earnesl Money Deposit 
(EMD) should be made through rhe online paymenl gateway available n the 
website byway cf Multiple Banks' NetBankto^, Debit Card andCredil Card. 


Name ef the Work 


1) MAS - GD R section: Proposed construction of ROAD UNO ER E5RIDG E with 
RCC Buxor Size 3.70m x4.0m (Innerdimension) In lieu of LC No.4aL Km.-^.'KIO- 
700 between TfiiruvolL:yu r ar-d Wimco Nagar SlaLicn - By Box Pus-Fi ng Method 
duly inserting te mporary gi rdare - convention a « method. 2) MAS - GD R Section - 
Proposed ROAD UNDER BRIDGE in lieu pf LC No.6 at Km 10M0-12 wilh HCC 
Box of size 9 70m x 4 &m (Inner Dimension) on skew alignment by Box Poshing 
Method duly inserting temporary girder oetween TlruvotfiyuF and Wimco Nagar 
Stations (TWO PACKET SY STEM) 


Approximate 
Cash Value in 
(?) 



Cost o-f 
Tender 
Form (?) 

Period of 
Completion 
in Months 

Closing Date 
@15,30 Hri. 

100D0 

TWENTY 

24.09.2019 


Far Further dele Is- pleas-e refer lo Ifae website portal www.inep&.gov.in or conlisl 
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer, Construction, E.V.R. High Road. 
Egmore, Chennai -GD0 OOB. 

Chief Engineer (Construction), Egmore. 

Chennai - 600 008, 


■tf nr Tm 


,, . BHARAT HEAVY ELECTRICALS LIMITED 

| Piplani, Bhopal - 482022 


Materials Management ’-TPIN Group 
eiock-09, Ground Floor Annexe East Wrng, PH:0755250334fl/2QQ5 
Email lo pradeepk17@bhel,in \ banchhor@bhd.ln 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI 


FOR PROCUREMENT OF 20$ MM DIA SHAFT 

BHEL invite Expression ot Interest (EOI) from reputed 
Techanically and Financially sound vendors for supply of follows: 


Project 


Item 

Description 


Shaft 205 MM Dla as per ABB-6FRA 
specification TM10406 Motor 


Annual Qty 
with Unit 


50QMT 


Annual 

Value 


7,5 Cr, 


BHEL specification and Technical requirements can be 
downloaded from website (https^ep roc ure.gov. in and 
http::www.bbel.com) The interested parties may submit their 
Expression of Interest along with Technical Specification 
(TM104D6), QAP and Tech. PQR to following address latest by 
30.09,2019 (Last Date). 

Notes: 

(i) All corrigendum, corrections, amendments, clarifications 
etc, to the notico will be hosted on BHEL website 
(httpsdeprocure.govJn and http;fwww,bheLcom). Bidders 
sheufd regularly visit website(s) to keep themselves updated. 

(ji)Enquiry will be given lo only those vendors who have 
submitted their Expression ot Interest (EOI) and found 
techanically qualified as per Specification (TM10406).QAP and 
Technical Pre-qualifying Criteria (PGR). 

C P R-1 Q(T )/15/19 -20/M NX S r. Engin eer (M NX) 


E-TENDER NOTICE 
GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT 
Commissionerate of Women and Child Development 

Block No.20, Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan, Gandhinagar-382010 
Phone No: (079) 232 55770, Fax : 079-23253309 
E-mail : ad-log-icds@gujarat.gov.in 


T.E.NO.: WCD/ICDS/IEC Agency/01/2019-20 


Online Tenders are invited from reputed designing firms for 
empanelment with Commissionerate of Women and Child 
Development, Govt, of Gujarat for designing of information, 
Education and Communication (IEC) materials. Interested 
bidders may download detailed tender notice and tender doc¬ 
ument free of cost from websites http://wcd.guiarat.gov.in 


and http:wcd.nprocure.com . The tender is to be submitted 
online only on the website http://wcd.nprocure.com through 
e-tender process. 

Tender Fee : Rs. 15,000 (Rs. Fifteen Thousands only(Non- 
Refundable) 


SCHEDULE OF TENDERING PROCES S: 

1. Downloading of tender document (online): From Date: 
12/09/2019 (Thursday) 10:30 Hrs. to 04/10/2019 (Friday) 
till 16:00 Hrs. 

2. Date of Pre bid Meeting: Date: 20/09/2019 (Friday) at 
15:30 Hrs. at office address. 

3. Last Date of online submission of Technical Bid (Part-1) 
and Commercial Bid (Part-11): Date 04/10/2019 (Friday) 
till 18:00 Hrs. 

4. Physical submission of Technical Bid (Part-1): on or before: 
04/10/2019 (Friday) Up to 18:00 Hrs. at office address. 

5. Date and Time of Technical Bid (Part-1) Opening (Online): 
On dt.05/10/2019 (Saturday), 12:00 Hrs. at office address. 

6. Date and Time of Finacial Bid (Part-11) Opening (Online): 
To be informed to technically qualified bidders. 

Sd/- 

Director 

Women & Child Development 
INF/1079/19-20 Gandhinagar 
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@ *39,225 q *71.71 


g $60.03 0 *48,500 

Indian basket as on September 6,2019 


SENSEX: 37,145.45 ▲ 163.68 NIFTY: 11,003.05 ▲ 56.85 NIKKEI: 21,392.10 ▲ 73.68 HANG SENG: 26,683.68 ▲ 2.28 FTSE: 7,221.47 ▼ 14.34 DAX: 12,260.34 ▲ 34.24 


Indian equities and currency markets were closed on Tuesday on account of Muharram; International market data till 1900 GMT 


Sector Watch 

Housing Finance 

RBI panel: Liquidity 
crisis a blip for 
HFCs; long-term 
growth still intact 


SUNNYVERMA 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 

THE AMOUNT of home loans 
disbursed by banks and hous¬ 
ing finance companies (HFCs) 
is expected to jump to Rs 35 
lakh crore by the end of fiscal 
2022, from Rs 20 lakh crore at 
March-end 2019, thereby 
compounding at an annual 
growth rate of 20 per cent. 
Home loans are most lucrative 
credit product for banks and 
HFCs with low levels of non 
performing assets (NPAs) 
recorded in this segment. 

A report by an RBI com¬ 
mittee on development of 
housing finance securitisation 
market has noted that India’s 
mortgage-to-GDP ratio, which 
remains low at present, is ex¬ 
pected to grow significantly in 
the next few years. India’s 
mortgage-to-GDP ratio is cur¬ 
rently at 9.6 per cent, com¬ 
pared to 18 per cent in China, 
20 per cent in Thailand, 31 per 
cent in Korea, 34 per cent in 
Malaysia, 38 per cent in 
Taiwan, 52 per cent in 
Singapore and 56 per cent 
USA. This ratio for India’s is es¬ 
timated to rise to 12 per cent 
by2022 as per various analysts 
estimates, the RBI report said. 

“The total incremental de¬ 
mand of Rs 50 lakh crore to Rs 
60 lakh crore (for home loans) 
suggests a significant growth 
considering the total out¬ 
standing home loan at the end 
of FY2019 were Rs 20 lakh 
crore. By the end of FY2022, 
the total outstanding home 
loans are expected to reach Rs 
35 lakh crore,” the report said. 
In May, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) had set up a panel 
to suggest steps for develop¬ 
ment of the loan securitisation 
market under Harsh Vardhan, 
senior advisor, Bain & Co. 

While banks accounted for 
nearly 58 per cent out of the 
total home loan portfolio of Rs 
20 lakh crore, HFCs had out¬ 
standing home loans of Rs 8.5 
lakh crore which was around 
42 per cent of the total home 
loans. The report noted that 
the recent liquidity problems 
resulting from repayment in 
the NBFC sector could result in 


Report noted that 
mortgage-to-GDP 
ratio is expected to 
grow significantly 

a temporary blip in loans ad¬ 
vanced by HFCs, but long term 
growth remains intact. 

“India has a low mortgage- 
to-GDP ratio, compared even 
to peer developing countries. 
This reflects the low penetra¬ 
tion of housing finance that 
can be attributed to several 
reasons: it also points to a very 
large opportunity for growth. 
Since HFCs address more over 
40 per cent of the mortgage 
market, the recent liquidity 
challenge in the non-banking 
finance companies (NBFCs) 
and HFCs may create a tempo¬ 
rary blip in the secular growth 
story,” it said. 

Home loans have among 
the lowest NPA levels of all 
classes of loans. While gross 
NPAs of banks were below 2 
per cent in last 5 years, HFCs 
reported gross NPAs of less 
than 1 per cent. The need for 
banks and HFCs is to build 
funding models which ad¬ 
dress asset liability mismatch 
in the loan segment. The mis¬ 
match results from banks’ and 
HFCs’ deposits tenure being 
much smaller than the dura¬ 
tion of the home loan which is 
generally upwards of 10 years. 
The RBI panel report said eas¬ 
ier securitisation of loan pools 
helps in addressing this mis¬ 
match. Securitisation involves 
pooling of loans and selling 
them to a special purpose ve¬ 
hicle, which then issues secu¬ 
rities called pass-through cer¬ 
tificates or PTCs backed by the 
loan pool. 

The panel also suggested 
various steps, including stan¬ 
dardisation of loan documents 
and setting up of a govern¬ 
ment-sponsored intermedi¬ 
ary under the National 
Housing Bank for develop¬ 
ment of the home loan secu¬ 
ritisation market. It proposed 
that the Centre should exempt 
mortgage-backed securitisa¬ 
tion from stamp duty as has 
been done in the case of asset 
reconstruction companies. 


23% SHARE OF STARTUPS IN THE COUNTRY: REPORT 


‘With over7,000 startups, Delhi 
NCR ahead of Bengaluru, Mumbai’ 


ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


DELHI NCR is home to over 7,000 
startups and 10 unicorns, with 
these new businesses having a 
cumulative valuation of about 
$50 billion, ahead of cities such as 
Bengaluru and Mumbai, a report 
released by TiE Delhi-NCR and 
Zinnov on Tuesday stated. 

According to the 
Turbocharging Delhi NCR 
startup Ecosystem’ report, Delhi 
NCR accounted for a 23 per cent 
share of startups in the country. 
While there were 7,039 startups 
in Delhi NCR, Bengaluru had 
5,234, Mumbai 3,829 and 
Hyderabad 1,940. These new 
companies were founded be¬ 
tween 2009 and 2019. 

Within Delhi NCR, Delhi ac¬ 
counted for 4,491 startups, 
Gurgaon 1,544 and Noida 1,004 
new businesses. The report high¬ 
lighted that Delhi NCR has 10 uni¬ 
corns — firms with valuation of 
over $1 billion—as against nine in 
Bengaluru, two each in Mumbai 
and Pune, and one in Chennai. 

NITI Aayog Chief Executive 
Officer Amitabh Kant, who re¬ 
leased the report, said vibrant 
hubs need to be created in Delhi, 
Gurgaon and Noida that can be 
catalysts and agents of change. He 
also assured that the government 
will continue to support setting 
up of incubation centres in the re- 


Number of startups 

7,039 



1,544 

Gurgaon 


4,491 

Delhi 


5,234 


3,829 


1,940 


Bengaluru Mumbai Hyderabad 

10 9 2 

Number of Unicorns 


Source: Crunchbase, angel.co, Zinnov CoNXT Research and Analysis 


gion to help the startup ecosys¬ 
tem. Kant highlighted that six 
Indian cities — Delhi, Mumbai, 
Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad 
and Pune — are among the top- 
100 startup hubs globally. 

“Except the US, no other 
country has more than five cities 
in the list, making India truly a 
broad-based startup ecosys¬ 
tem,” he added. 

The report added that with 
appropriate interventions, Delhi 
NCR can become one of the top 5 
global startup hubs and could 
have over 12,000 active technol¬ 
ogy startups, 30 unicorns and ac¬ 
count for cumulative valuations 
of more than $150 billion. 

“What’s encouraging about 


the ecosystem in Delhi NCR is that 
we actually have a very broad var¬ 
ied mix... As a region, NCR has cre¬ 
ated at least one unicorn every 
year since 2013 ... And unlike 
other regions, the 10 unicorns 
that we have, they’re not from 
one particular sector, they are 
from FinTech, e-commerce, logis¬ 
tics, food, energy and so on,” TiE 
Delhi NCR president Rajan 
Anandan said at an event. He 
added that is actually a competi¬ 
tive advantage that the National 
Capital Region (NCR) has and 
needs to be built on further. 

The region also accounts for 
over 50 per cent of cumulative 
valuation of Indian startup 
ecosystem at $46-56 billion, com¬ 


pared to $32-37 billion for 
Bengaluru and $10-12 billion for 
Mumbai. Further, five of the top 
10 most-valued startups in India 
are based in Delhi NCR (such as 
OYO Rooms, Paytm and Hike). 

However, like other parts of 
India, the pace of new startups 
being founded in Delhi NCR has 
slowed down in the past two 
years. According to the report, 
1,361 startups in Delhi NCR and a 
total of 5,875 startups were 
founded in India in 2016. 

The number of startups being 
founded in Delhi NCR stood at 
826 (2017),420 (2018) and 142 in 
the first half of 2019. A total of 
3,478 startups were set up in India 
in 2017,2,036 in 2018 and 800 in 
the first half of 2019, it added. 

There is a critical need to in¬ 
crease affordable co-working 
spaces in Delhi NCR. 

Startups shell out between Rs 
9,500-13,500 per desk a month 
at co-working spaces, a huge cost 
for fledgling businesses. The re¬ 
port recommended setting up of 
centres of excellence and spaces 
on the lines of T-Hub in 
Hyderabad to help startups con¬ 
tinue to innovate and grow their 
operations. 

Further, quality of accelerators 
and incubators, developing 
deeper pools of technical talent 
and developing sector-specific 
policies will help in further 
strengthening the region’s posi¬ 
tion as a startup hub, it added. FE 


January-August 
sees PE/VC 
investments 
worth $3 6.7 bn’ 

With transactions of over $4.4 
billion, August 2019 saw a 39 
per cent jump in venture 
investing over the year-ago, a 
report by consultancy firm EY 
and IVCA said 


Q C O/ Share of infrastructure and real estate sector in the 
>3 %J /O $4.4 billion PE/VC investment received in August 
2019, up from 23 per cent in August 2018 


Investment in buyouts 
across 6 deals last month, 
lower than $1.7 billion across 
five deals in August 2018 


$36.7 BILLION 

Private equity and venture 
capital (PE/VC) investments in 
January-August 2019, which 
have reached a new high, 
surpassing the $36.5 billion 
witnessed in the whole of 
2018 


§48 BILLI0N-$50 BILLION 

Range of total Indian PE/VC 
investment by end 2019, given 
the deal momentum in 
various sectors 


DOMESTIC FACTORS THAT 
MAY AFFECT SENTIMENT: 

■ Growth slowdown 

■ Tight liquidity 

■ Market sentiment 

■ Currency depreciation 


TYPES OF FUNDS THAT 
EVINCED INTEREST IN 
INFRA SECTOR: 

■ Global buyout 

■ Pension 

■ Sovereign 

$374 MILLION: 

Worth of PE/VC deals in 
financial services sector seen 
last month 


$1.6 BILLION: 


Investment into growth 
across 20 deals in August, as 
against $1.8 billion across 14 
deals in year-ago period 


$1.4 BILLION: 


Investment into startups 
across 50 deals last month, as 
compared to $182 million 
across 32 deals in August 2018 


Vinod Rai backs PSB merger, calls it ‘good move’ by govt 


ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


FORMER CHAIRMAN of the 
Banks Board Bureau (BBB) 
Chairman Vinod Rai Tuesday said 
the government’s decision last 
month to merge 10 state-run 
banks to create four larger and 
stronger entities was a “good 
move” that would lead to greater 
synergy among them and better 
governance. 

Stressing that the BBB under 
him was consulted on consolida¬ 
tion and that the government did 


not just act on its own, Rai said, 
“We had suggested two models. 
First, merge large banks — say, for 
instance, Bank of India and Union 
Bank — and create an entity 
which is strong. Then you can 
merge small banks like Bank of 
Maharashtra or Vijaya Bank etc. 
The second model was (to merge) 
banks which were regional.” Rai, 
also the former Comptroller and 
Auditor General (CAG), was 
speaking at Idea Exchange pro¬ 
gramme of The Indian Express. 

Conceding that getting rid of 
extra staff to create a linear struc¬ 
ture and fully reap the benefits of 



Former BBB Chairman 
Vinod Rai. Gajendra Yadav 


a merger was not possible in the 
public sector, Rai, however, as¬ 
serted that once employees de¬ 
parted on their own, the staff cost 
of the amalgamated entities 
would fall. A “critical mass is re¬ 
quired" so that the broader enti¬ 
ties would have bigger balance 
sheets to recmit experts from the 
markets, lend to large infrastruc¬ 
ture projects and better manage 
their human resources, he added. 

Rai, best known for oversee¬ 
ing audits for the 2G spectrum 
and coal allocation scams during 
the UPA regime, has come up 
with a new book titled, 


‘Rethinking Good Governance: 
Holding to Account India’s Public 
Institutions’. 

Asked if the fears of the three 
Cs — CBI, CVC and the courts — 
have stymied the decision-mak¬ 
ing of public sector bankers, Rai 
replied in the negative. The slow¬ 
down, he said, was perhaps due 
to more stringent appraisal 
process for bankers now than be¬ 
fore. Rai — who served as the 
Banking Secretary for a while in 
the UPA government when “in¬ 
discriminate lending” took place, 
leading to the bad loan crisis—as¬ 
serted that during his time no 


banker was asked to resort to 
“sub-prime lending”. 

When asked about National 
Highway Authority of India 
never having set aside a manda¬ 
tory sum half-yearly, meant for 
liquidating long-term loans 
from its income in reserve fund 
despite repeated prodding from 
the CAG, Rai said: “Parliament 
has not been successful in 
enforcing its accountability 
over the executive. Why? 
Because of the committee sys¬ 
tem (such as the Public Accounts 
Committee). Committee system 
has to be improved.” FE 


US FDA tests find 
salmonella in MDH 
sambar masala, 
three lots recalled 


PRABHARAGHAVAN 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


AT LEAST three lots of MDH’s 
sambar masala were withdrawn 
from the US earlier this week af¬ 
ter tests conducted by the coun¬ 
try’s food and dmg regulator re¬ 
vealed that the products 
contained salmonella, it said. 

“This product was tested by 
FDA through a certified labora¬ 
tory to be positive for salmonella,” 
stated the US Food and Drug 
Authority (US FDA) in an official 
release on the move. “The recall 
was initiated after it was discov¬ 
ered by the FDA that the salmo¬ 
nella contaminated products 
were distributed,” it added. 

The statement does not spec¬ 
ify that the recall was voluntary. 

Salmonella is a bacteria that 
causes salmonellosis, a common 
food borne illness with symp¬ 
toms like diarrhea, abdominal 
cramps and fever. Most people re¬ 
cover from it without treatment, 
but some may have diarrhea so 
severe that they would require 
hospitalisation, according to the 
FDA. In more severe cases, pa¬ 
tients may develop a high fever, 
aches, headaches, lethargy, rash, 


blood in the urine or stool and, in 
some cases, salmonellosis may 
become fatal, according to it. 

“Older adults, infants, and per¬ 
sons with weakened immune 
systems are more likely to de¬ 
velop a severe illness,” it said. 

The recalled lots (codes: 47,48 
and 107) were manufactured by 
R-Pure Agro Specialities, sold by 
US-based supplier ‘House of 
Spices’ and distributed in north¬ 
ern California retail stores. R-Pure 
has the same directors on its 
board as MDH, according to data 
accessed by The Indian Express on 
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs 
(MCA) website on Tuesday. 

It is not clear whether the 
MDH products manufactured by 
R-Pure for the US market have 
also been distributed in India. 
Queries sent to the registered 
email address of MDH listed on 
the MCA website remained 
unanswered by press time 
Tuesday. 

Problems with salmonella 
contamination of MDH products 
have been flagged by the US FDA 
before, with the regulator detain¬ 
ing imports of its spice products 
in over 20 instances between 
2016 and 2018 for this reason, ac¬ 
cording to the FDA website. 


India skips SCO’s 
Eurasian Economic 
Forum in China 


DIPANKARGHOSE 

XI’AN,SEPTEMBER10 


THE SHANGHAI Cooperation 
Organisation, of which India is a 
member, organised a Eurasian 
Economic Fomm in Xi’an city of 
China on Tuesday, pushing for 
greater cooperation in the spheres 
of communication, technology 
and development. 

India did not register its pres¬ 
ence at the Eurasian Economic 
Fomm, with sources in the Indian 
government telling The Indian 
Express, “There was no participa¬ 
tion. The organisers have been 
conveyed the reasons as well.” A 
diplomat from the Chinese side 
said that they had made attempts 
to reach out to India, but had re¬ 
ceived no response. “The entire 
event is foreshadowed by the Belt 
and Road Initiative. With India’s 
position on it, their lack of atten¬ 
dance is not surprising.” 

Vladimir Smolov, the 
Secretary General of the SCO said 
in his keynote address,” It is a great 
honor for me to take part in the 
Forum in Xi’an, which is called 
upon to promote the revival of the 
ancient Great Silk Road in Eurasia 
in a new, modern format. As 
everyone knows, it was from here, 
from the ancient city of Changan, 
that the Great Silk Road began. 
Today, the situation in the world 
economy, despite positive devel¬ 
opments, remains unstable, the 
process of economic globalisation 
is faced with the growth of unilat¬ 
eral protectionist measures and 
other challenges in international 
trade. In this broad international 
context, the Eurasian Economic 
Fomm over the past years has be¬ 
come an important platform for 


finding new breakthrough devel¬ 
opment models and expanding 
mutually beneficial cooperation 
in all areas.” 

He said that experts agree 
that the Eurasian macro eco¬ 
nomic region will become a 
powerful locomotive of the 
global economy. “The SCO coun¬ 
tries, being at the epicenter of 
this region, consider improving 
the architecture of global eco¬ 
nomic governance and the con¬ 
sistent strengthening of the mul¬ 
tilateral trading system based on 
the rules of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) among 
their main priorities,” he said. 

He added, the majority of 
leaders state that, “The compre¬ 
hensive interaction within the 
framework of the large-scale ini¬ 
tiative of the President of China Xi 
Jinping, “One Belt, One Road”, is 
called upon to unite the efforts of 
the states of the three continents 
in ensuring stable and sustainable 
development.” 

There were multiple forums 
during the day including eco¬ 
nomics and tourism. At the 
tourism panel speakers pushed 
the idea of the SCO member 
states “Eight Wonders Exhibition 
Tour”, with one historical monu¬ 
ment or place corresponding to 
each member country being rep¬ 
resented on the pamphlet. While 
for Kazakhstan it was the 
Petroglyphs of Tamgaly, for China 
it was the Darning Palace of the 
Tang dynasty, built in AD 634. For 
India, the monument chosen was 
the 182 metre Statue Of Unity of 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, inaugu¬ 
rated on October 31,2018. 

The reporter was part of a 
media delegation from 18 countries 
invited to China by SCO 


iPhone 11 series is here, so is aggressive pricing on services 



Apple CEO Tim Cook speaks at an event at the company’s 
headquarters in Cupertino, US, on Tuesday. Nandagopal Rajan 


Tearful Jack Ma bids Alibaba 
farewell with rock star show 



Jack Ma performs at Alibaba Group’s 20th-anniversary 
celebration in Hangzhou, ap 


NANDAGOPALRAJAN 

CUPERTINO (CALIFORNIA), 
SEPTEMBER10 


APPLE ON Tuesday announced 
the launch of the iPhone 11, 
iPhone 11 Pro and the iPhone 11 
Pro Max as well as its latest Apple 
Watch Series 5 at an event in 
Cupertino. Apple CEO Tim Cook 
also showcased a new iPad base 
model, and announced aggres¬ 
sive pricing for the Arcade and 
Apple TV+ services. 

With the new iPhones, strad¬ 
dling different price points and 
feature sets, Apple will try to woo 
holiday buyers in the US and 
other parts of the world this year. 
The success of these new phones 
will be crucial since Apple’s num¬ 
bers have been under pressure 
over the past few quarters as peo- 
ple have been putting off up¬ 
grades. As per IDC’s quarterly mo¬ 
bile phone tracker, 2019 will 


remain a challenging year for 
iPhone shipments with volumes 
expected to drop to 177.9 million, 


down 14.8 per cent year over year, 
“mostly due to market maturity 
as well as a lack of 5G devices.” 

mi m m 


The new iPhone 11, the suc¬ 
cessor of the iPhone XR which 
was the most popular phone of 
last year as per Cook, comes with 
dual cameras and is powered by 
the A13 Bionic processor from 
Apple and will be priced at $699. 
The Apple iPhone 11 ’s dual cam¬ 
era set up has an optical 2X zoom 
out and a slow motion camera 
up front. The iPhone 11 Pro is 
priced at $999 and iPhone 11 Pro 
Max at $1099. 

The iPhone 11 Pro will come 
with triple cameras, Super Retina 
screen and surgical grade stain¬ 
less steel body. The new chipset 
will make the phones capable of 
powering artificial intelligence 
driven features as well as support 
more apps that will need some 
machine learning happening at 
the device level. 

Apple announced a new sev¬ 
enth generation iPad base model 
with 10.2-inch Retina display 
with the A10 fusion chip and sup¬ 


port for the full Apple keyboard. 

The Apple Watch Series 5 
features an always-on display 
without compromising on the 
battery life. Apple has also gone 
aggressive with its services. The 
Apple Arcade, its subscription- 
based gaming service, will be¬ 
come available with over 100 ti¬ 
tles for users from September 19 
at $ 4.99 per month. Apple TV+, 
the company’s new venture into 
which it has poured in over $5 
billion to produce new shows 
like ‘See’ starring Jason Momoa, 
will become available in 
over 100 countries starting 
November 1 at just $4.99. 

Apple has not yet announced 
a 5G phone, and the general ex¬ 
pectation is that these will be re¬ 
leased in 2020 when it hopes the 
networks are more stable and 
teething issues with the new 
technology are solved. 

The author is in California on 
the invite of Apple 



JOSHHORWITZ 

HANGZHOU,SEPTEMBER10 

A TEARFUL Jack Ma formally left 
Alibaba on Tuesday, donning a 
guitar and a rock star wig at an 
event for thousands of employees 
of the e-commerce giant he 
founded 20 years ago in a small 
shared apartment in Hangzhou 
city in eastern China. 

During a four hour celebration 
in an 80,000-capacity stadium, he 
delivered on his promise of a year 
ago to hand over to CEO Daniel 
Zhang. Costumed performers, 
some dancing to dubstep music 
and dressed in traditional Chinese 
dress, and singers paid tribute to 
Jack Ma’s reputation for dressing 
up and performing at big events, 
entering to a parade of floats rep¬ 
resenting Alibaba divisions such 


as shopping site Tmall and pay¬ 
ment service Ant Financial. 

“After tonight I will start a new 
life. I do believe the world is good, 
there are so many opportunities, 
and I love excitement so much, 



which is why I will retire early,” 
Jack Ma said. He was spotted at 
one point welling up with tears, 
prompting the topic “Jack Ma has 
cried” to trend on Chinese social 
media platform Weibo. REUTERS 
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19°/o OF TOTAL DEBT BURDEN 


IL&FS gets 14 bids for 


Rise in ‘phantom capital’ skews global FDI data 


10 domestic road assets 


ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER10 


THE EMBATTLED IL&FS group has 
received 14 binding bids for ten 
domestic road assets that account 
for 19 per cent of its total debt bur¬ 
den of over Rs 99,000 crore. 

These assets, accounting for 
total debt of over Rs 17,700 crore, 
received bids from multiple bid¬ 
ders, IL&FS said. 

"This development represents 
yet another important milestone 
in the overall resolution process 
for IL&FS group being undertaken 
by the new board," it said. 

The 10 road assets that re¬ 
ceived bids include one green as¬ 
set —Jharkhand Infrastructure 
Implementation Company (JIICL) 
— and five Amber Assets — 
Jharkhand Road Projects 
Implementation Company Ltd 
(JRPICL), Moradabad Bareily 
Expressway (MBEL), Chenani 
Nashri Tunnelway (CNTL), 
Hazaribagh Ranchi Expressway 
Limited (HREL), Jorabat Shillong 
Expressway Limited (JSEL). 



Assets being 
sold across 
IL&FS group 


THE NEW board of 
IL&FS, as part of the over¬ 
all resolution process for 
the group, has initiated 
the sale of a number of 
other group assets as 
well, which seeks to ad¬ 
dress a significant por¬ 
tion of group debt. 


IL&FS said JRPICL and MBEL 
are in the process of being re-clas- 
sified from amber to green on the 
basis of the restructuring propos¬ 
als agreed with its lenders. 

It also received bids for four 
red assets: BaleshwarKharagppur 


India, ASEAN members 
to review goods FT A 


ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 10 


INDIA AND ten member states of 
the Association of South East 
Asian Nation (ASEAN) bloc have 
agreed to review their free trade 
agreement in goods (AITIGA) in a 
move to make it “more user- 
friendly, simple and trade facili- 
tative” for businesses, economic 
and commerce ministers of these 
countries said Tuesday. 

The ministers agreed to con¬ 
stitute a joint committee for this 
purpose, they added in their state¬ 
ment following the 16th AEM- 
India consultations at Bangkok. 
“The ministers tasked officials to 
work on the details of the review 
and submit an update at the 17th 
AEM-India consultations,” their 
statement read. 

The move is being seen as a 
positive for India, which has also 
been engaged in negotiations to 
participate in the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) mega trade 
deal and is trying to resolve its 
trade deficit with several RCEP 
members, including ASEAN coun¬ 
tries. For instance, despite its free 
trade pact with ASEAN nations, 
India’s deficit with Indonesia is 
around $10.6 billion, Thailand 
around $3 billion and Singapore 


around $4.7 billion. 

“The ministers also noted the 
ongoing efforts for the ratification 
of the ASEAN-India Investment 
Agreement and looked forward to 
the full ratification by all parties as 
soon as possible,” the statement 
further said. 

Based on preliminary ASEAN 
data, two-way merchandise trade 
between ASEAN and India grew 
by 9.8 per cent to $80.8 billion in 
2018 from $73.6 billion in 2017. 

Recovery of foreign direct in¬ 
vestment (FDI) inflows from India 
in 2018 amounted to $1.7 billion, 
placing the country as ASEAN’s 
“sixth largest” trading partner and 
source of FDI among ASEAN 
Dialogue Partners, the ministers’ 
statement said. 

According to India’s prelimi¬ 
nary data, FDI inflows into India 
from ASEAN last year was $16.41 
billion—approximately36.98 per 
cent of India’s total FDI inflows. 

“The Ministers welcomed the 
recommendations of the ASEAN- 
India Business Council to further 
promote the potential of bilateral 
trade through the utilisation of 
ASEAN-India FTAas well as coop¬ 
eration in some areas of mutual 
interest such as financial technol¬ 
ogy (FinTech), connectivity, start¬ 
ups, and innovation, empower¬ 
ment of youth and women, and 
MSMEs development,” it added. 


ftJQP 


Government ot Rajasthan 
Office of Project Director 
Rajasthan Urban Infrastructure 
Development Project 

AVS Building, Jawahar Circle, JLN Marg, Jaipur - 302017 
Tel No.: 0141-2721966, Fax No.: 0141-2721919 
Email: mail.ruidp@rajasthan.gov.in web site: www.ruidp.rajasthan.gov.in 

No. F3 (301)RUIDP/PMU/Ph-IV/Consultancy/7420 Date: 02.09.2019 

Invitation for Expression of Interest for 


Selection of Community Awareness & Public 


Participation Consultant 


i. 


2 . 


3. 


The Local Self Government Department (LSGD), Government 
of Rajasthan, an executing agency, has applied for financing 
from the Asian Development Bank in the form of a loan toward 
the cost of Rajasthan Secondary Towns Development Sector 
Project (RSTDSP). 

The project will invest in the rehabilitation and expansion of 
water supply network for reduction of non-revenue water 
(NRW), 24x7 water supplies, the rehabilitation and expansion 
of sewerage network, modernization and new construction of 
water supply and wastewater treatment plants and waste water 
pumping stations, as required, fecal sludge management, and 
decentralized wastewater management systems in the project 
towns.Project is expected to increase operational efficiency, 
improve service delivery, and result in positive impact on health 
and quality of life for the residents of project towns in the state. 
The impact of the RSTDIP will be sustainable urban 
development in the secondary towns in the State. 

RUIDP will be assisted by the Community Awareness & Public 
Participation (CAPP) Consultant in implementation of the 
program with 864 National key person-months input. The 
CAPP consultant will have central office at Jaipur and the field 
offices in the 42 project towns. The consultant will be 
responsible for Community Awareness and Public Participation 
Programs for the project duration at project locations. 

The Rajasthan Urban Infrastructure Development Project, an 
implementing agency, on behalf LSGD, Government of 
Rajasthan intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of this loan 
to eligible payments under the contract for which this 
Expression of Interest is issued. 

Project Director, RUIDP, now invites Expression of Interest 
(EOI) for the consultancy service named above from reputed 
consulting firms from ADB member countries having prior 
experience in providing similar services. Shortlisted consultant 
will be issued Request for Proposal (RFP) document for 
seeking technical and financial proposals. 

The executing agency will apply (i) Technical competence (ii) 
Geographical competence and (iii) Management competence 
criteria in evaluating eligible EOls for short listing. 

Interested consultants should visit ADB's website for Consultant 
Management System - Consulting Services Recruitment Notice 
(CMS-CSRN) (http:/cms.adb.org) for the terms of reference 
and specific requirements, and submit Expression of interest 
(EOI) following the instructions in the CMS-CSRN website up to 
the EOI submission deadline on 30 sept, 2019. 

Project Director 

Rajasthan Urban Infrastructure Development Project (RUIDP) 
AVS Building, Jawahar Circle, JLN Marg, Jaipur - 302017 

Tel: 0141-2721966 

DIPR/C/7401/2019 


4. 


5. 


6 . 


7. 


Expressway Ltd, Pune Sholapur 
Road Development Company, 
Road Infrastructure Development 
Company of Rajasthan and Sikar 
Bikaner Highway Ltd. 

The process for inviting bind¬ 
ing bids for the road assets was 
launched through a public adver¬ 
tisement inviting expressions of 
interest. 

In another key development, 
the NCLT, Mumbai Bench in its or¬ 
der dated August28,2019 cleared 
the sale of seven operating wind 
energy SPVs of the IL&FS group to 
ORIX, Japan for an equity value of 
approximately Rs 593 crore. 

In addition, ORIX has also 
agreed to taking over the entire 
SPV debt totalling approximately 
Rs 3,700 crore. 

"With these 2 developments, 
almost a quarter of IL&FS group 
debt is being addressed," IL&FS 
said. Sale processes for these as¬ 
sets including education, waste 
management, technology, real es¬ 
tate and key international assets 
are currently underway and bind¬ 
ing financial bids are expected in 
stages over the next few months. 


RBI mandate 
on benc hm ark 
rates is credit 
negative for 
banks: Moody’s 


PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI) 
mandating banks to link certain 
loans to the external benchmark- 
based interest rate from October 
1 is credit negative to the lenders 
as it will limit their flexibility in 
managing risks, Moody’s 
Investors Service said on Tuesday. 

Last week, RBI said banks are 
not satisfactorily transferring cuts 
in policy interest rates to borrow¬ 
ers, as it asked them to mandato- 
rily link all new floating rate per¬ 
sonal or retail loans and floating 
rate loans to micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs) to 
an external benchmark. 

The central bank has so far this 
year cut interest rate by 110 basis 
points but lenders have transmit¬ 
ted only a part of it to borrowers 
in the form of a lower cost of tak¬ 
ing loans. “This is credit negative 
for India’s banks as it will limit 
their flexibility in managing inter¬ 
est rate risk,” Moody’s stated. 

This new external reference 
rate could either be the repo rate, 
three-month or six-month treas¬ 
ury bills, or any other benchmark 
market interest rate published by 
Financial Benchmark India Pvt 
Ltd, an entity that administers 
benchmark rates. 

Banks will be free to decide the 
spread over the external bench¬ 
mark. Subsequently, credit risk 
premiums may undergo change 
when a borrower’s credit assess¬ 
ment also undergoes a substan¬ 
tial change, as agreed upon in the 
loan contract, Moody’s said. 


ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 


ABOUT $15 trillion, or 38 percent, 
of the world’s foreign direct in¬ 
vestment (FDI) in 2017 was 
“phantom capital” that was tai¬ 
lor-made to trim tax bills of multi¬ 
national corporations, and tax 
havens were being used to funnel 
these investments, according a 
study put out by the International 
Monetary Fund. 

The share of such investments 
in reported FDI has shot up by 
roughly seven percentage points 
since 2010 and serves to skew the 
global FDI data, shows the study 
by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the University of 
Copenhagen. 

To put it in perspective, phan¬ 
tom capital in 2017 was equiva¬ 
lent of the combined GDP of 


‘INVESTMENTS THAT PASS THROUGH SHELLS’ 


■ Roughly a half of the 
phantom foreign direct 
investment (FDI) — 
“investments that pass 
through empty corporate 
shells” with no real 
business activity—passes 
through just Luxembourg 
and the Netherlands 


■ The share of phantom 
investments in reported FDI 
has shot up by roughly 
seven percentage points 
since 2010 and serves to 
skew the global FDI data, 
shows the study by the IMF 
and the University of 
Copenhagen 


China and Germany in that year. 
The surge in such investments re¬ 
flects failure of increasing global 
efforts in curbing tax avoidance. 

Roughly a half of the phantom 
FDI — “investments that pass 
through empty corporate shells” 
with no real business activity — 
passes through just Luxembourg 
and the Netherlands. Once Hong 
Kong, the British Virgin Islands, 


Bermuda, Singapore, the Cayman 
Islands, Switzerland, Ireland, and 
Mauritius are added to the list, 
these 10 economies host more 
than 85 per cent of all phantom 
investments, the study finds. 

These nations typically have 
low tax rates. 

“FDI is often an important 
driver for genuine international 
economic integration, stimulat¬ 


ing growth and job creation and 
boosting productivity,” the report 
said. However, phantom capital 
is typically “financial and tax en¬ 
gineering” that “blurs traditional 
FDI statistics and makes it diffi¬ 
cult to understand genuine eco¬ 
nomic integration”. 

“Luxembourg, a country of 
600,000 people, hosts as much 
FDI as the US and much more 
than China,” the report says. At $4 
trillion, that's $6.6 million for each 
Luxembourger. “FDI of this size 
hardly reflects brick-and-mortar 
investments in the minuscule 
Luxembourg economy,” it adds. 

The phantom FDI phenome¬ 
non affects "virtually all 
economies", no matter their size 
or level of development. Across 
all economies, the average out¬ 
flows towards overseas shell 
firms represents 25 per cent of 
the total FDI. FE 


Essel Group pays nearly 
{2,000 cr to mutual funds 


ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU 

MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER10 


MUTUAL FUNDS that had lent to 
the Essel Group against shares can 
breathe a sigh of relief as several 
funds have received the first 
tranche of payout from the group. 

Also known as Zee Group, Essel 
Group on Tuesday announced that 
it has successfully completed the 
first tranche of Zee Entertainment 
Enterprises Limited (ZEEL) stake 
sale to Invesco Oppenheimer 
Developing Markets Fund. Sources 
in several mutual funds said they 
had received nearly Rs 2,000 crore 
from the Zee Group on Tuesday. 
Fund houses are hopeful the re¬ 
maining amount would be paid 
before the September-end — the 
time given to Zee Group to repay 
the money. 

Essel Group had entered 
into an agreement to sell up to 11 
per cent promoter stake in ZEEL 
to Invesco Oppenheimer 
Developing Markets Fund. 

Sources in the industry said 
Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC received 
Rs 765 crore, HDFC AMC got Rs 
580 crore, ICICI Prudential AMC 


and Kotak Mahindra AMC re¬ 
ceived Rs 434 crore and Rs 208 
crore, respectively. 

A Balasubramanian, CEO, 
Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC, said, 
“Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC has re¬ 
ceived Rs 765 crore and with this 
payment, our exposure to Zee’s 
loans against share (LAS) share 
will get reduced to roughly Rs 950 
crore. Zee has paid around 50 per 
cent money to fund houses and 
we are hopeful that balance 
amount will come once other 
transactions will complete.” 

Another senior official of a 
leading fund house which re¬ 
ceived money from Zee, on con¬ 
dition of anonymity, said, “We 
have received around 50 per cent 
of the money and the Zee man¬ 
agement has indicated they will 
pay the remaining amount by end 
of September. As of now, no deci¬ 
sion has been taken on future ac¬ 
tion if the Zee group fails to pay the 
remaining amount by the end of 
this month.” 

In January, share prices of ZEEL 
and DishTV had fallen sharply be¬ 
tween 26-33 per cent, on reports 
of pledged shares of promoters 
being invoked and sold. FE 


China to scrap quotas 
on QFH, RQFII foreign 
investment schemes 


REUTERS 

SHANGHAI/HONGKONG, 

SEPTEMBER10 


CHINA'S FOREIGN exchange reg¬ 
ulator said on Tuesday that it had 
decided to scrap quota restric¬ 
tions on two major inbound in¬ 
vestment schemes, as a weaken- 
ing yuan and rising outflows 
prompt Beijing to seek to attract 
more foreign capital. 

While underlining China's 
thirst for overseas funding as its 
economy slows amid a debilitat¬ 
ing trade war with the US, the 
move also appears largely sym¬ 
bolic, as two-thirds of the exist¬ 
ing quotas remain unused. 

China's State Administration 
of Foreign Exchange (SAFE) 
would remove quotas on the dol- 
lar-dominated qualified foreign 
institutional investor (QFII) 
scheme and its yuan-denomi¬ 
nated sibling, RQFII, it said in a 
statement on its website. 

It said the move would "make 
it much more convenient for 


overseas investors to participate 
in China's domestic financial 
markets, making China's bond 
and stock markets more broadly 
accepted by international mar¬ 
kets". 

The removal of quotas comes 
amid an escalating Sino-U.S. trade 
war that threatens growth in the 
world's second-biggest economy. 

Beijing hopes that foreign cap¬ 
ital inflows could help to offset ris¬ 
ing outflows and lend support to 
its yuan currency, which has 
dropped to its lowest levels 
against the U.S. dollar since the 
onset of the global financial crisis 
in 2008. 

Inflows could also help bolster 
China's balance of payments, as 
some analysts fear the country is 
slipping dangerously towards 
twin deficits in its fiscal and cur¬ 
rent accounts. 

The removal "is a clear signal 
that policymakers want to en¬ 
courage capital inflows", wrote 
Win Thin, Global Head of 
Currency Strategy at Brown 
Brothers Harriman. 


EU wants Trump to drop ‘reckless’ tariff 
policies, says incoming trade commissioner 


PADRAICHALPIN 

DUBLIN,SEPTEMBER10 


THE EUROPEAN Union will seek 
to convince US President Donald 
Trump to see "the error of his 
ways" and abandon some of his 
"reckless" trade policies, EU ex¬ 
ecutive's incoming trade com¬ 
missioner Phil Hogan said 
Tuesday. 

The new head of the execu¬ 
tive European Commission, 
Ursula von der Leyen, named a 
27-strong team of commission¬ 
ers on Tuesday who will take of¬ 
fice on November 1, assuming 
they secure approval from the 
European Parliament. 

Hogan, an Irishman currently 
in charge of agriculture at the 
Commission, will take up the 


China lost trillions & 3- milli on 
jobs: Trump on effect of tariffs 


Washington : US President 
Donald Trump has claimed 
that China had lost trillions of 
dollars and three-million jobs 
due to tariffs his administra¬ 
tion imposed against China. 

Trump asserted that the 
US was doing very well 
against China, adding that the 
Chinese wanted to negotiate 
a trade deal "very badly". 

The top two economies of 
the world have been locked in 
a bitter trade war since last 


year, imposing tit-for-tat tar¬ 
iffs on goods worth billions of 
dollars. For the past 10 
months, both the countries 
are negotiating a trade deal, 
but without any success. 

'We have gained trillions 
of dollars... and China has lost 
many, many trillions of dol¬ 
lars, including 3 million jobs, 
including companies that are 
leaving China,"Trump told re¬ 
porters at the White House on 
Monday. PTI 


post of trade commissioner, fac- lishing future economic relations 

ing a battle to improve trade ties with Britain after Brexit. 

with the United States and estab- "Mr Trump certainly has in¬ 


dicated his clear preference for 
trade wars rather than trade 
agreements. If he keeps up this 
particular dynamic of protec¬ 
tionism, I expect that the 
European Union will continue to 
forge deals around the world," 
Hogan told Irish national broad¬ 
caster RTE. 

"But obviously we are going 
to do everything we possibly can 
to get Mr Trump to see the error 
of his ways and hopefully that he 
will be able to abandon some of 
the reckless behaviour that we 
have seen from him in relation 
to his relationship with China 
and describing the European 
Union as a security risk." 

Hogan has not held back in 
his public criticism of Britain's 
approach to Brexit in the last 
three years. REUTERS 


BRIEFLY 


Pradhan: Energy 
demand to 
grow by 4.2% 


New Delhi: India’s energy de¬ 
mand is projected to grow 
by 4.2 per cent through 
2035, an expansion faster 
than all major world 
economies, Oil Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan said 
Tuesday, at the eighth Asian 
Ministerial Energy 
Roundtable in Abu Dhabi, as 
he sought investments in 
India’s energy chain. 


Govt allocates 
Badam coal 
block to NTPC 


New Delhi: NTPC Ltd has 
been allocated Badam coal 
block in Jharkhand by 
Ministry of Coal following 
the acquisition of Barauni 
thermal plant, a senior offi¬ 
cial of the firm said. "The 
Ministry of Coal has trans¬ 
ferred the Badam coal block, 
located in Jharkhand, to the 
NTPC Ltd, on September 2, 
2019," the official said. 


CG Power CEO 
resigns from 
subsidiaries 


New Delhi: Fraud-hit CG 
Power’s chief executive offi¬ 
cer KN Neelkant has quit 
from all the subsidiaries of 
the company as investors 
mount pressure for his 
ouster for the alleged irregu¬ 
larities happening under his 
watch, sources privy to the 
development said. 


Gold ETFs see 
net inflow of 
fl45crinAug 


New Delhi: Gold exchange- 
traded funds witnessed a 
net inflow of Rs 145 crore in 
August, making it the first 
such infusion in nine 
months, as higher gold 
prices and weak mpee have 
made investors bet big on 
this safe-heaven asset. PTI 


‘Flipkart India 
getsfl,616cr 
of fresh capital’ 


New Delhi: Flipkart India has 
received Rs 1,616.12 crore in 
fresh capital from its 
Singapore-based parent 
company Flipkart Private 
Ltd, according to documents 
sourced from business sig¬ 
nals platform paper.vc. In 
January, the Singapore entity 
had injected Rs 1,431.3 crore 
in Hipkart India, the whole¬ 
sale arm of the e-commerce 
major. The infusion comes 
ahead of a month-long fes¬ 
tive season in India when 
consumers loosen their 
purse strings—spending on 
fashion to white goods and 
electronic items. FE 




DAMODAR VALLEY CORPORATION 


EU deadline: Carmakers near C02 


EOI Notice 


Expression of Interest (EOI) Is invited by Damodar Valley Corporation from 
eligible bidders for: 


EOI No. 

Description of Work 

EDI downloading 
Pdriod and TIiYie 

□VC.'HQ/CSM'' 
CIVIL,'NHP/EOI' 1 
Consultancy 

Consultancy se'vices for Developing 
Flood Forecasting and Inundation 
Model (Decision Support System) 
from 12 Km downstream of Durgapur 
Barrage up to outfall of Damodar 
River (Amta and Muncies hwari 
Rivers) under NHP, 

From 11.09,2019 
at 12,00 Mrs. (tST) 
to 11 10 2019 at 
11.00 Hrs. (1ST) 


For furtfier details and to participate in the EOI please log on to DVC 
website: www.dvc.<jOtf.in and or hii ps ..'fet&n-riars .gov, infe procureraop 
Note : e-procurement Hetpdes* No. +(91) 98316B3090 & + [91) .0240124312 

lrtf/12/M sc: ■ i n-2D 


clifif-edge in electrification race 


REUTERS 

PARIS/FRANKFURT, 

SEPTEMBER10 


Mahariagar Telephone Nigarti Limited 

(A Government of India Enterprise) 

Khyrshid Lai Ehawan, Janpath, New DeShi-llOOSO 


NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
On behalf flfMTHL, New* Delhi videTender enquiry; 

1. No. EE(EW)MTNUPrassf 19-20,'11 Online tenders are invited for Augmentation 
of fire fiqhlinq system at T.E. Building. RajOLri Garden New Delhi (Estimated Cost 
Rb.6,41 ,874,4 

2. No. EEtEWJMTNL'PreBs/IS^Q.'IO On m lenders are invited for Augmentation 
of fire ring main and associated ivorkfw fire lighting system at T.E. Bui-ding. Har 
Nagar.NewDelh (Estimated Cost Rs. 25,82,950i'-) 

3. Nn. EE(EW]MTNUP re5s/l9-2Qi'aS Cnl ne tenders are invited for 

Comprehensive mice, of dutiable. 1 package AC units in various bldgs. under AE(E). 

RaiouriGa r den : New Delh (Estimated CostFg.35,76,4(X)A) 

4. No. £E(EHVlMTNUPre5 5/19'2E)y02 Online Lenders are invited for 

Ccmarenensive maintenance of 2x500 KVA DEA set at T.E Bide. Her: Nagar. New 
Delhi (Estimated Cost Rs. 17,05,SCO 1 /'-) 

5. No. EE(E’W)MTNL/Pre5s/19-20i'0S Online tenders are invited ter 

Comprehensive maintenance of ductabie, 1 pkg AC units in various bldgs,, under 
A£(E) Dwartta. New Delhi {Estimated CaslRs. 36,43,200f ■} 

6. N o. EEfEjPfCE(E}/2019-20711 Gnli ne tenders are nvitec for Essenlial work for 
AC units for various TE Sldg/diffenent sites under EE(E)P, New Delh (Estimated 
Cost Rs. 16,91,400/-} 

7. No, EE{E]RHN/MTNUNITES) 19-20/11? Online item rate tenders ere invited for 
Annual Comprehensive Mtce. of 3 No Ras&enge r lifts and 1 No. Good lift at T.E. 
Bldg. Ses-3 Rohini .Delhi (Estimated Cost Rs. 14 ,B6,8407-) 

Fer detail information, please logon to website: http \!l www.aprocure.gov. in 


Transparency Makes us Different f 


TIME IS running out for European 
carmakers, which have waited 
until the last minute to try to meet 
ambitious EU emissions targets 
and face billions in fines if they fail 
to comply. 

Manufacturers from PSA 
Group to Volkswagen are using 
this week’s Frankfurt auto show 
to reveal the new models and 
strategies they hope can slash car- 
bon dioxide emissions within 
months. But it is a challenge 
fraught with danger, as the cost of 
pushing pricey technology on un¬ 
convinced consumers could ham¬ 
mer profits in an industry already 
suffering a downturn in sales. 

“You have cars that cost an ex¬ 
tra 10,000 euros to build, fleet- 
emissions targets requiring a cer¬ 
tain sales volume and consumers 
who may or may not want them,” 
said one PSA executive. 

“All the ingredients are there 
for a powerful explosive.” 

By next year, C02 must be cut 
to 95 grammes per kilometre for 
95 per cent of cars from the cur¬ 
rent 120.5g average—a figure that 
has risen of late as consumers 
spurn fuel-efficient diesels and 
embrace SUVs. All new cars in the 
EU must be compliant in 2021. 



A Greenpeace inflatable balloon at the International 
Frankfurt Motor Show (IAA) on Tuesday. Reuters 


The timing could hardly be 
worse, with the main auto mar¬ 
kets in decline and the sector 
braced for a chaotic UK exit from 
the European Union and a lengthy 
US-China trade war. 

The industry has long since 
given up pushing for the goals to 
be relaxed — a political impossi¬ 
bility underlined by a resurgent 
climate protest movement that 
has added the Frankfurt show to 
its target list. Greenpeace inflated 
a large, black “C02” balloon out¬ 
side a main entrance on Tuesday. 

New electric cars wheeled out 
at the show include PSA Group’s 
Opel Corsa-e mini and the ID.3 
compact from Volkswagen. The 
German carmaker is also malting 
hybrid power standard-issue in its 
Golf bestseller. Fiat Chrysler, 
which lacks adequate green tech¬ 


nology, has agreed to pay Tesla 
hundreds of millions of euros to 
pool emissions scores with its 
electric cars and escape penalties. 

For years, image-conscious 
mass automakers have placed 
electrified models at the centre of 
their show stands but near the 
margins of their commercial of¬ 
ferings. Only now will they be 
forced to sell them in large num¬ 
bers, challenging profitability. 

Sales of electric cars will need 
to triple to 6 per cent of the market 
by2021 and rechargeable hybrids 
surge fivefold to a 5 per cent mar¬ 
ket share, German engineering 
firm FEV Consulting estimates. 

A further 15 per cent cut in 
C02 is required by 2025, extend¬ 
ing to 37.5 per cent by 2030. Fines 
of 95 euros ($105) per car, per ex¬ 
cess gramme of C02 quickly add 


up to hundreds of millions. While 
Mercedes has “all the right vehi¬ 
cles on offer to reach those tar¬ 
gets”, Daimler boss Ola Kaellenius 
said on Tuesday, “we cannot man¬ 
date what the customer buys.” 
Rather than incur fines that could 
total 25 billion euros in 2021 if cur¬ 
rent lineups were left unchanged, 
carmakers are engaged in a huge 
product overhaul likely to wipe 
more than half that amount from 
combined profits, Bernstein proj¬ 
ects. Ford said on Tuesday it would 
launch eight electric vehicles in 
Europe this year. 

Hard on the heels of VW’s 
electric ID.3, the Golf 8 to be un¬ 
veiled next month heralds a mass 
deployment of 48-volt hybrid 
technology at the very heart of 
Europe’s auto market. 

Such mild hybrids add less 
cost, starting at 500 euros per car, 
but bring more modest emissions 
cuts than plug-in hybrids or pure 
electrics costing an extra 5,000- 
10,000 euros, by comparison with 
an equivalent gasoline model. 

French carmakers face a big¬ 
ger hit to margins than German ri- 
vals, analysts say, because they 
lack significant US and Chinese 
earnings to soften the blow. 
Renault, reliant on its ageing Zoe 
electric car, is mshing to add hy¬ 
brid versions of its Clio and Captur 
subcompacts now expected in the 
second quarter of2020. 
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The force awakens 

Donald Trump unveils Space Command 



On August 29, US President Donald Trump unveiled a new Space Command, with operational control of nearly all American space assets. Reuters 


IN THE shadow of the Rocky Mountains, at 
Peterson air force base in Colorado Springs, an 
officer of the US Air Force Space Command 
clutches a metallic object scarcely larger than 
a Rubik’s Cube. “If we lose this cubesat in or¬ 
bit,” he explains, “it could be someone else’s 
attack vehicle.” In the past satellite operators- 
like those controlling GPS satellites from 
nearby Schriever air force base—would have 
blamed problems on space weather or com¬ 
munication glitches. Now their minds leap to 
hacking jamming and deliberate collision. 
And so on August 29th, after congressional in¬ 
struction a year ago, President Donald Tmmp 
unveiled a new Space Command, with oper¬ 
ational control of nearly all American space 
assets. He promised that a Space Force, the 
first new military service since the air force 
was established in 1947, would follow. 

The distinction between command and 
service is important. Since the Goldwater- 
Nichols Act in 1986, America’s armed forces 
have been cleaved into two parts. Individual 
services train and equip their respective 
forces, but do not send them into battle. 
Instead 11 so-called combatant commands 
divvy the world up into six geographical 
chunks and five functional areas such as cy¬ 
ber, special operations—and now space. The 
head of each one controls all the forces within 
his or her fief, whatever their service. Thus 
the admiral who runs the Indo-Pacific 
Command in Hawaii rules over infantrymen 
in South Korea, air-force pilots in Japan and 
marines in Australia. The system was de¬ 
signed specifically to avoid the sorts of inter¬ 
service quarrels that contributed to a botched 
hostage-rescue mission in Iran in 1980. 

For some years, space sat awkwardly in 
this structure. There was a dedicated Space 
Command between 1985 and 2002. But af¬ 
ter the September 11th attacks an emphasis 
on homeland defence led to the creation of a 
new Northern Command, covering North 
America. Space was kicked into Strategic 
Command, whose primary job is nuclear 
weapons. There was some logic to this: 
America’s most vital satellites are those 
which watch for missile launches, detect nu¬ 
clear detonations and pass orders from the 
president to nuclear forces. 

But as space threats seemed to grow— 
China’s test of an anti-satellite missile in 
2007 was the first by any country since 
1985—the arrangement looked problematic. 
In 2014 a review of space policy by the 
Obama administration concluded that it was 
“critical” for America to be able to identify 
threats in space and counter other countries’ 
anti-satellite weapons. The Trump adminis¬ 
tration intensified public warnings of those 
vulnerabilities. 

In February General John Hyten, com¬ 
mander of Strategic Command, said that space 
was his third priority, after the modernisation 
of nuclear forces and their command and con¬ 
trol. “It really is important to have someone 
who comes to work every day and that’s all 
they think about—space operations, space 
threats and defending our space assets,” says 
Matthew Donovan, the acting secretary of the 
air force. That job now falls to General John 
“Jay” Raymond. Notably, he will have wartime 
control of the National Reconnaissance 


Office’s fleet of highly classified spy satellites 
if they come under attack. 

Not everyone is convinced that the reor¬ 
ganisation is urgently needed. In an essay 
published in July on “War on the Rocks”, a 
website, Brian Weeden, a former space-op¬ 
erations officer with the air force who is now 
at the Secure World Foundation, a think- 
tank, warned that General Raymond might 
wind up clashing with geographical-area 
commanders. If, for instance, China jams 
American GPS signals during a war over 
Taiwan, Space Command and Indo-Pacific 
Command may disagree on how best to re¬ 
spond. The Pentagon is examining how such 
co-ordination will work. Mr Weeden also 


worries that a dedicated command might 
encourage those fixated on “future battles in 
space”—satellite-on-satellite combat—rather 
than the more pressing task of using devices 
orbiting Earth to help commanders wage 
war on its surface, such as by sharpening GPS 


signals or redirecting spy satellites. 

Before Space Command can get stuck 
into cosmic battles, a more conventional war 
over federal dollars has to be fought. Mr 
Trump did not disclose which of six short¬ 
listed bases across three states—Alabama, 


California and Colorado—would accommo¬ 
date Space Command. 

The debate is then likely to shift to Mr 
Trump’s Space Force, which, like the other 
services, would train and equip the “space 
warfighters” (as the Pentagon calls them) for 
General Raymond’s command. The White 
House has proposed a $500m-a-year serv¬ 
ice that would sit demurely within the air 
force, much as the marine corps is a compo¬ 
nent of the navy. Mr Weeden says that this, 
not Space Command, ought to have been the 
priority. He points out that there is a pressing 
need to train more space experts; over a third 
of space billets at Strategic Command are 
said to be unfilled. 


Congress is broadly in favour of the force, 
although the Senate and House are haggling 
over details. The Senate wants to put off cre¬ 
ating a fully-fledged service for at least a year, 
to avoid bureaucratic bloat. The Democrat- 
controlled House prefers a less pugnacious 
label: Space Corps. Whatever it is called, the 
aim is to inculcate a galactic esprit de corps. 
“When people join the marines, it’s not about 
joining the navy,” says Stephen Kitay, deputy 
assistant secretary of defence for space pol¬ 
icy. “Somebody joins the marines and that’s 
in their culture and DNA and ethos. And 
we’re looking to create that for space.” 


©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019 


Before Space Command can get stuck into cosmic battles, a more 
conventional war over federal dollars has to be fought Donald 
Trump has not disclosed which of six shortlisted bases across three 
states—Alabama, California and Colorado—would accommodate 
Space Command 


ASYLUM IN AUSTRALIA 

Winging it 

Far more would-be refugees arrive in Australia 
by plane than by boat 


Asylum-seekers who arrive in Australia illegally by boat are carted off to camps in the Pacific outposts of Nauru and Papua New Guinea. Reuters 


NO AUSTRALIAN government wants to look 
weak on “border security”. Since 2001, when 
John Howard, a conservative prime minister, 
turned back a ship which had rescued hun¬ 
dreds of asylum-seekers from a sinking ves¬ 
sel, most of them have policed the country’s 
borders with ferocity. Asylum-seekers who 
arrive illegally by boat are carted off to camps 
in the Pacific outposts of Nauru and Papua 
New Guinea. Australia refuses to admit them, 
even if they are found to be genuine refugees. 

The “Pacific solution”, as this policy is 
known, is popular with ordinary 
Australians, who fear armadas of Asian im¬ 
migrants. When they learn the details of in¬ 
dividual cases, however, they often want 
the government to be more lenient. For in¬ 
stance, the government’s attempt, so far 
blocked by the courts, to deport a happily 
settled Sri Lankan family who arrived by 
boat has prompted a public outcry. The gov¬ 
ernment insists that clemency would only 
encourage human-trafficking. By the same 
token, it argues that a law passed earlier this 
year that allows sick asylum-seekers in 
Nauru and Papua New Guinea to travel to 
Australia for treatment will beget more boat 
people. It hopes to repeal it when parlia¬ 
ment reconvenes this month. 

The government normally refuses to re¬ 
lease information about “on-water matters”. 
Yet this week, to keep “the ever-present 
threat of illegal arrivals to Australia foremost 
in the public’s mind”, as Scott Morrison, the 
prime minister, put it, it disclosed that a boat 
of asylum-seekers from Sri Lanka had been 
intercepted off Australia’s coasts—reportedly 

ne^Bss. com 


Most 'plane people’ hail from 
either China or Malaysia. But 
instead of being dumped in 
offshore detention centres, they 
can live and work in Australia 
for the years it takes their 
applications to be processed 


the sixth from the country to be turned back 
since May. 

In fact, the threat is more of a trickle. 
Parliamentary statistics show that maritime 
patrols turned back 33 vessels trying to reach 
Australia, with a total of 810 passengers, be¬ 
tween 2013, the year the current govern¬ 
ment came to power, and June 2018, when 
it last published any data. One hundred times 
as many people—some 80,000—have en¬ 
tered Australia as students or tourists during 
the government’s tenure, only to claim asy¬ 
lum once inside the country. This influx ex¬ 
ceeds even the surge in arrivals of boat peo¬ 
ple when a government led by the Labor 
party, now in opposition, called off the Pacific 
solution between 2008 and 2012. 

Most “plane people” hail from either 
China or Malaysia, and unlike those who 
brave the seas, few turn out to be real 
refugees. But instead of being dumped in off¬ 
shore detention centres, they can live and 
work in Australia for the years it takes their 
applications to be processed. This has given 


organised syndicates a reason to orchestrate 
many such applications, knowing they can 
funnel the applicants into low-wage jobs in 
restaurants, farms and brothels while their 
cases are reviewed. 

The government points out that most plane 
people are eventually sent home. But process¬ 


ing times have lengthened under its watch, 
strengthening the people-smugglers’ business 
model, notes Abul Rizvi, a former immigration 
official. It does not help that the tribunal to 
which asylum-seekers can appeal has been 
stripped of lawyers and filled with former po¬ 
litical staffers. Its backlog has more than tripled 



over the past three years, to 22,000 cases, says 
Simon Jeans, a former employee. 

For years, Mr Jeans argues, politicians on 
both sides “have accepted the leakage because 
the benefits of mass tourism outweigh the 
costs.” But Labor, which is trying to convince 
voters that it is not soft on illegal immigrants, 


is suddenly keen to make hay. “If the govern¬ 
ment was serious about securing our borders”, 
gripes Kristina Keneally, its home-affairs 
spokesperson, “it would be doing something 
about the blowout in airplane arrivals.” 


©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019 
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CROSSWORD 3907 



ACROSS 

DOWN 

1 

Indifference to detail (10) 

2 

Drawing level some time 

8 

Thread rope through some of 


before nightfall (7) 


the centre evenly (5) 

3 

Battle scene around northern 

9 

A lot more complicated 


region (5) 


musical effect (7) 

4 

Heartbroken number show ill 

10 

Soldier in retirement (7) 


will (6) 

11 

A widespread current issue 
(5) 

5 

Improved and repaired under 
direction (7) 

12 

The calls he makes are always 
noted(6) 

6 

Monster controlling the 
middle (5) 

14 

He helps to make fitted 
wardrobes (6) 

7 

It’s not often the present 
combines with the past 

17 

I gloomily start for home in 


(3,3,4) 


the cold (5) 

8 

He’s against having royalties 

19 

Giant oil spill in Philistine city 


(10) 


(7) 

13 

Note proposal of love, for 

21 

Assign work to a writer 


example (7) 


(7) 

15 

Sue is of use (7) 

22 

Warning! This woman is 
dangerous (5) 

16 

Doesn’t differ in meagre 
essentials (6) 

23 

Natural outbursts that may 

18 

Alec’s unusual ties (5) 


upset caravanners 
(10) 

20 

Look includes a ship of the 
line (5) 


Solutions Crossword 3906: Across: 1 Imbibe, 4 Stocks, 9 Baroque, 10 Adieu, 

H Ennui, 12 Omnibus, 13 Pocket guide, 18 Athlone, 20 Yokel, 22 Inlet, 23 Ensured, 
24 Glared, 25 Estate. Down: 1 Inbred, 2 Baron, 3 Be quick, 5 Train, 6 Climbed, 

7 Squash, 8 Demosthenes, 14 Ophelia, 15 Ulysses, 16 Caring, 17 Sledge, 19 Outre, 
21 Korea. 


JUMBLED WORDS 


Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to 
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get 
the answerforthe given quip. 

The worst_in life are not in its losses and misfortunes, but its , - A. C. Benson (7,..,5) 


TWAER 



ROASTS 
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael fry & I Lewis 
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YOUR POWERS Of 
PERCEPTION ARE 


.IT WAS MAKING TH&tR wEB-S 
ALLH1GGLY-PI&GLY' 


TOUCHY 

&RAIN 

SPlOERS, 


STOP 

This 

strip, 

I WANT 
TO G£T 
Off. 


WHAT HAPPENED? 


MY &RALN 
SPIDERS 
SCREAM,ED, 

•STOW 


CALVIN & fiOBBES by bill Watterson 


I'rt DESTINED m. GR0WES, 
I JUST KNOW VT. r CALTO 
W. GREAT," TUEtU- CNl ME, 



and mm HOW LUCKY Wit 

ESEi Wli GEY TO TELL 

pihhone ww 

m KNEW ME 
AS A KID/ 

WHAT A 

T mm a 

V_A 





IN R£T r AU THE PAPERS 
AND MAGAZINES WTLL 

PftbBftfiLH WANT TO 
WTtfMlEW TOO TO P,H0 
OUT VMfcT m REAU.T UKE. 




MARVIN by Tom Armstrong 



AND FU5fHfPM0Re, THIS ISN'T 
m FIS5T TIM&/ YOU HAVt A 
IQ N6 HISTORY Of BZm$ 
WRONG, JUST /eSTOGWY... 
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Difficulty Level 4s 
Instructions 

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, 
every digit from 1 to 9 
must appear in each of the 
nine vertical columns, in 
each of the nine horizontal 
rows and in each of the 
nine boxes. 


Difficulty Level 

Is = Very easy; 2s = Easy; 
3s = Medium; 4s = Hard; 
5s = Very Hard; 6s = 
Genius 
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DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL 


ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) 

Life is never as 
simple as it seems, 
even if we wish it 
were, and you’ll soon 
realise just how complicated 
your situation can be. Yet this 
week you have a chance to 
simplify a whole range of 
questions with a single 
sentence. It’s just a matter of 
finding the right words. 

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) 

One pattern, which 
suggests that you are 
over-committed 
financially, is now 
being replaced by another, 
which indicates that you may 
attract prosperity over the 
coming few weeks. Romantic 
ventures are now under your 
control, so you might consider 
issuing an overdue invitation. 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) 

Recently many of 
you have been 
concealing an iron 
fist in a velvet glove, 
and I should imagine that 
anyone crossing your path has 
run the risk of being flattened. 
Don’t feel bad about being 
assertive, and don’t hold 
yourself back. Sometimes you 
have to be firm to be kind. 


LIBRA (Sep 24-Oct 23) 

Pause for a moment. 
You may have 
arranged a busy 
schedule or you 
may have planned a day off. 

This is not important. What is 
vital is that wherever you 
are, whatever you’re doing, 
you allow a little time for 
self-reflection and spiritual 
re-charging. 

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23) 

Once you get moving 
you’ll gain a great 
deal of satisfaction 
out of organising 
other people. Perhaps that’s 
because deep down you know 
what’s best and they don’t. 
Whatever your motivations, 
make this a sociable day. Even 
at work you’ll be happiest as 
part of a team. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22) 

You should be 
thinking more like 
an individual, less 
like one of the herd. 
But at work you may have to put 
your ideas aside in the cause of 
co-operation. Socially, continue 
to take the initiative, but 
recognise that shared activities 
are vital if a relationship is 
to last. 









CANCER (June 22 - July 23) 

You may begin to 
bring all professional 
aims and aspirations 
to a final conclusion. 
I’m not saying that this is your 
last chance, only that after this 
week you should be sure of 
your strategy. Take the 
opportunity to enjoy improving 
emotional conditions. 

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) 

If you are typical of 

® your birth sign, you 
are probably 
beginning to feel a 
mite frustrated. Has something 
big passed you by? You may feel 
that it has, but don’t worry. You 
are in fact being given a chance 
to prepare yourself for when the 
fortunate day does finally arrive. 

VIRGO (Aug 24-Sep 23) 

_ The stars will be 

leaning in your 
J (Jf direction and you’ll 
soon be able to 
tackle an outstanding family 
issue or domestic question. You 
may find your fluctuating 
emotions a little perplexing, but 
not to any serious extent. One 
word of advice, though: always 
make sure you’re fully 
guaranteed and insured 
before talcing any risks with 
your security. 


CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20) 

© You will be liable to 
come a cropper if 
you try to bend the 
rules. The best way 
to use today’s efficient 
planetary energies is to look 
far afield: arrange holiday 
plans, get in touch with 
relatives who are overseas, 
and bring a touch of the exotic 
into your home. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19) 

® You will have to 
be businesslike 
right now. This 
definitely may be 
advice which runs contrary 
to certain anarchic impulses in 
your character, but if you 
practise your skills now 
you’ll be much better placed 
later in the year when 
good organisation and 
responsibility will be essential. 

PISCES (Feb 20-Mar 20) 

_ On the face of it you 
still appear to have 
BaS the upper hand 
financially. If you 
want other people to agree 
with you, use all your 
emotional wiles, but if you 
wish to do the best for yourself, 
you should rely only on 
demonstrable facts and 
accurate figures. 
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MOVEMENTS, CELEBRATIONS, HONOURS 



HAND OVER -INDIANOIL 

PM Narendra Modi here today handed over 8 Croreth LPG con¬ 
nection under PMUY to Ayesha Sheikh Ratique of Aurangabad. 
Present on the occasion were BS Koshiyari Governor of Maha¬ 
rashtra, D Fadnavis CM Maharashtra & others. 



INAUGURATION-NBCC 

PM, N Modi inaugurated new GG Sadan in New Delhi re¬ 
cently. PM takes a look at the model of GG Sadan during 
inauguration while NK Shah, Dir (Proj), NBCC, explained fea¬ 
tures incorporated in the Iconic eco-friendly Structure. 



DIVIDEND-NTPC 


NTPC has paid final dividend of Rs 2,473.64 cr for the FY 
2018-19. The RTGS advice forthe transfer of Rs 1,348.23 
cr was presented to RK Singh, MoS (1C) for PNRE by Shri 
Gurdeep Singh, CMD, NTPC. 



AWARD-NHPC 

M Kumar, DM (Civil), posted in PMSG Division of NHPC 
gave an outstanding performance by winning 2 golds & 1 
bronze medal at the 18th Uttarakhand State Shooting 
Championship 2019 held recently at Dehradun. 



INAUGURATION-DELHI POLICE 

Suchana Patnaik, President, PFWS inaugurated 'Swayam 1 , an 
exclusive outlet for showcasing and sale of handmade products 
made by police families at BKS Marg, Opp. Khadi Emporium, 
New Delhi recently. 



BHEL has been conferred the PSE Excellence Award 2018 for 
Corporate Governance in the Navratna & Maharatna CPSEs 
Category by the Indian Chamber of Commerce. The award 
was received by K Das, Director (E, R&D), BHEL. 



CAMP- INDIANOIL 

VKShukla, ED, Refineries Headquarters, IndianOil, inaugu¬ 
rated the free eye check-up camps organised forthe contract 
workers like house helps, drivers, maintenance workers, 
security guards, etc. at the Divisional HQ, Noida. 



CONFERENCE-NCC 

3 day Bi-annual conference, of NCC, was held at its head¬ 
quarters in New Delhi, recently. ADG & DDG, representing 
NCC Directorates, from all the states in the country, at¬ 
tended the conference. 



MEET-INDIAN BANK 


Indian Bank conducted MSME cluster meet of Footwear 
Park at Bahadurgarh in the presence of KSS Rao, DH 
(MSME) & RK Agrawal, ZM, New Delhi. Loan sanctions 
worth Rs 22 crs were given to customers of Footwear Park. 



PROGRAMME- CRPF 

MK Singh, Commandant, GC, CRPF, Imphal, CRPF per¬ 
sonnel & Lions Club Imphal Valley conducted pro¬ 
gramme for saving of tree titled "EVERY SAPLING 
PLANTED MUST GROW". 



BONDS ISSUE-THDCIL 

THDCIL has issued corporate bonds series -II of 1500 Cr 
with base issue size of Rs 500 Cr & green shoe option of Rs 
1000 Cr. The bidding forthe above issue was done recently 
atTHDCIL's Lodhi Road Office. 



DIVIDEND-KRIBHCO 

KRIBHC0 has earned a pre-tax profit of Rs 205.54 cr during 
FY 2018-19. The Society has declared dividend @ 20% 
on equity capital forthe year. The annual accounts of the So¬ 
ciety have been approved by the members in its 39th AGM. 



C0MMISSI0NED-NTPC 


NTPC commissioned the first 660 MW unit of 1980-MW 
Nabinagar Super Thermal Power project in Bihar. RK Singh, 
MoS (1C), PNRE declared the Commercial Operation of 
660MWunitof Nabinagar Power Plant. 



DIVIDEND-POWERGRID 

P0WERGRID has declared final dividend of Rsl 307.90 Cr in 
addition to Rs 3050.02 Cr of interim dividend forthe FY 2018- 
19 i.e. aggregating to Rs 4357.92 Cr. The final dividend for FY- 
2018-19 was handed over by K Sreekant, CMD, P0WERGRID. 



CSR-PNB PRERNA 


PNB PRERNA members along with their President DrJ Mehta 
& VP V Prabhakar presented a cheque for Rs 1 lakh to Ravi 
Kalra, founder of the renowned NG0, The Earth Saviors. R 
Kalra thanked the Prerna team fortheir consistent help. 



M0U-CEL 

BN Sarkar, Chairman and Managing Director, Central Elec¬ 
tronics Limited and Prof.Abhay Karandikar, Director,NT 
Kanpur and other dignitaries exchanged MoU. 


APPOINTMENT 

RAILTEL AK Singh has joined 
RailTel as the new Dir 
(Fin).Prior to this, he was ED/ 
Finance in Ircon International 
Limited. He is apost graduate 
in commerce from Calcutta 



University and Associate 
member of The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India. 


He has varied experience of more than 33 yrs in the field of Fi¬ 
nancial Management, Budgeting, Treasury Management, 
Financial Accounting, Fund raising,Project Management, 
etc. He has also successfully completed the Initial Public 
Offer (IPO) of Ircon International Ltd. and was Chief Investor 
Relation Officer of the company. 


BHEL has secured an order for emission control 
equipmentfor 2x250 MW Bhilai Expansion power project 
in Chhattisgarh. Valued at around Rs.450 Crore, the order 
has been placed on BHEL by NTPC-SAIL Power Company 
Limited (A joint venture of NTPC Ltd and Steel Authority of 
India Ltd). The order involves supply and installation of 
Flue Gas Desulphurization (FGD) system. BHELs scope 
of work includes design, engineering, civil works, supply, 
erection and commissioning of wet FGD system along 
with auxiliaries including limestone and gypsum handling 
system and wet stack on turnkey basis. 

SAIL has collaborated with the Indian Railways for more 
than six decades. While the Railways is the heart of 
transport infrastructure of our Country, SAIL is the most 
trusted & longstanding supplier of rails & forged wheels 
to the Indian Railways. They complement each other. Both 
the behemoths have created strong synergy & have all 
along played vital roles in the development and progress of 
our Country. While SAIL & Bhilai Steel Plant produces 
world class rails that crisscross the Country, its Durgapur 
Steel Plant is the only forged wheel producer in India for 
passenger coaches, wagons & locomotives. Together 
RAIL & SAIL make a formidable combination, which touch 
the life of every citizen of the Country. To cater to the 
changing requirements of the Indian Railways, SAIL has 
continuously developed its products to meet. 

ITP0 A five - day annual event of India Trade Promotion 
Organisation (ITP0), the 25th edition of the Delhi Book Fair will 
commence from September! 1,2019 in Hall 7, Pragati Maidan, 
New Delhi. Highlighting the importance of education for 
fulfilling the national agenda of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
Sabka Vishwas', this year, Delhi Book Fair aims to project 
aspiration of "New India" as envisioned by the Hon'ble 
Prime Minister. Highlighting 'Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 1 , this year, 
Delhi Book Fair aims to project education and skill 
development as key drivers for all other sectors. 

Punjabi Academy, organised its annual Festival of Gurbani 
Kirtan named “Gurbani Sangeet Samagam” to celebrate 550th 
Birth Anniversary of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji recently. This Festival 
has become one the Delhi’s most well-known Festivals, where 
Shabad Kirtan is sung in the traditional manner in Raag, as has 
been prescribed by the Gurus. 


CSR INITIATIVES, APPOINTMENTS, MOVEMENTS, CELEBRATIONS 
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Art, Music, Style, Food 



Countdown begins 

Bestselling Italian author Elena Ferrante, whose 
‘Neapolitan Novels’ inspired TV series My Brilliant 
Friend {pictured ), is coming out with a new novel on 
November 7. Europa Editions, her publishers, 
recently tweeted the novel’s introductory paragraph. 


SNAPSHOTS 



balkrishna 

DOSHI 

in 



Book for All 

THE BOOK Balkrishna Doshi: Architecture 
For the People (Vitra Design Museum and 
the Wustenrot Foundation with Vastu 
Shilpa Foundation; 2019) has won the 
Richard Schlagman Art Book Award 
2019 in the Contemporary Architecture 
category. Edited by Jolanthe Kugler, cu¬ 
rator at the Vitra Design Museum, with 
Khushnu Panthaki Hoof, Associate 
Director, VSF, the book is a compendium 
of Pritzker Prize-winner Doshi’s work of 
20 years as an architect and urban de¬ 
signer. The cloth-bound book of 400 
pages features essays by experts from 
the field and presents through brilliant 
illustrations and photographs some of 
Doshi’s finest works. 



Art of the Matter 


TU ME MANQUES, filmmaker Rodrigo 
Bellott’s controversial gay drama featur¬ 
ing Argentinian actor Oscar Martinez and 
Spanish actor Rosy de Palma, had made 
its way as Bolivia’s official entry to the 
Oscars. The feature, pitted against 11 lo¬ 
cal films, will compete for the Internati¬ 
onal Feature Film Academy Award. The 
movie is inspired by Bellott’s play about 
a father (Martinez), who travels to New 
York to meet his son’s boyfriend after los- 
ing him to suicide. “By supporting my 
film despite the controversy, Bolivia has 
proven that it is a progressive country, 
and that in the end, art and cinema will 
prevail,” Bellott said. The Academy Awa¬ 
rds will be held on February 9,2020. 


Lost and Found 

Sahir Ludhianvi’s letters and poems, recently found 
in a junk shop, will be preserved for posterity 



SUANSHUKHURANA 


YE DUNIYA ja/ian aadmi kuch nahi hai... ye 
duniya agar mil bhijaaye toh l<ya hai, wrote Sahir 
Ludhianvi in Gum Dutt and Waheeda Reh- 
man-starrer, Pyaasa, the story of a talented 
writer whose realistic imagery of the world 
around him is not valued by those living in it. 
Ludhianvi was inspired by what he saw around 
him and his own life experiences, which led 
him to pen a stark and stirring comment on 
the society. One day, Vijay, Dutt’s 
character in the film, is seen 
rummaging through a scrap 
dealer’s shop, looking for his 
nazms. His diary of poetry had 
been sold here. In a twist of fate, 

Ludhianvi’s writings — nazms, 
letters, photographs—were re¬ 
cently found at a junk shop amid 
a dump of magazines and new¬ 
spapers in Mumbai’s Juhu. 

They have now been 
bought by Film Heritage 
Foundation, a non-profit organ¬ 
isation headed by filmmaker 
Shivendra Singh Dungarpur. “The owner of 
the shop contacted me and said that some pa¬ 
pers with handwritten Urdu have been found. 
It turned out to be Sahir’s poetry,” says Dun¬ 
garpur, whose team has already begun to re¬ 
store the treasure trove of Ludhianvi’s hand¬ 
written letters, diaries, nazms, and black and 
white photographs, among others. There are 
letters addressed to Ludhianvi from composer 
Ravi and his friend Harbans. Dungarpur has 
now approached veteran poet, director and 
Ludhianvi’s neighbour once, Gulzar, for the 
translation of these writings, most of which 


are in Urdu. “I don’t think anyone but Gulzar 
sahab can understand the essence of Sahir’s 
writings exactly as intended,” he says. 

“Over a period of time, we have been dis¬ 
covering a lot of material that has been thrown 
away,” says Dungarpur, who, through a scrap 
dealer had also found a slew of notes and pho¬ 
tographs of yesteryear actor Sadhana in ajunk 
shop. It even had the story of the famed 
‘Sadhana cut’. “It was so heartbreaking,” says 
Dungarpur, who adds that it’s also tragic the 
way he found Sahir’s material. 

He mes the problems he is 
facing in terms of finances as 
conservation is an expensive 
process. “Our entire fight has 
been that we have been asking 
the government to give us 
recognition. We are housing so 
much and there is now a lack of 
space. There are a few donations 
here and there apart from my 
personal money. But we are 
struggling,” says Dungarpur, 
who adds how he is also train¬ 
ing archivists through work¬ 
shops. He says the reason peo¬ 
ple don’t value archiving in our country is 
because “it is not considered an art”. 

“The film industry does not believe in pre¬ 
serving its own heritage," says Dungarpur, who 
managed to archive rare photos of Raj Kapoor’s 
family apart from the only surviving camera 
negative of Gum Dutt’s film Bharosa that had 
been sold off to a scrap dealer. He is now work¬ 
ing on restoring Smita Patil-starrer Mandi, the 
prints of which are badly damaged. Then there 
is Zooni, Muzaffar Ali’s incomplete film star¬ 
ring Dimple Kapadia, revolving around 16th- 
century Kashmiri poet Habba Khatoon. 



Sahir Ludhianvi; (top) 
some of his letters 



What You See is 
What Y ou Get 

In her third solo in Mumbai, British artist 
Rana Begum explores the relationship and 
conversations between surfaces, light and form 


ANUSHREE MAJUMDAR 


AS SHE leads us through the space, Rana 
Begum doesn’t refer to her works by any ti¬ 
tles. Her third solo exhibition in Mumbai is 
eight days away and the empty walls and 
floors at the Jhaveri Contemporary art 
gallery in Colaba are slowly coming to life. 
There are four high tables; each features a 
dome, a smaller orange-shaped sphere, and 
cylindrical-shaped objects made from ex¬ 
quisitely striated marble in different colours 
—white, pine green, rust, 
and black. “These were 
inspired by floats used 
by fishermen in St Ives in 
Cornwall. They come in 
all sorts of shapes and 
they are so light. But I 
wanted to transform 
them into something 
heavy,” she says. 

A wall near the win¬ 
dow which looks out to 
the Gateway of India is 
filled with a grid of what, 
from a distance, looks 
like 30 pieces of cmshed paper in bright hues 
but on closer inspection, is a mix of concrete 
and plaster, each one formed by hand to take 
on different shapes. We pause in front of a 
piece that has been made from spray paint 
on foil. Begum isn’t displeased to hear that 
the bright two-toned pieces recall a simpler 
time, that it reminds one of a candy wrap¬ 
per, in the way the folds have retained their 
creases. “I enjoy listening to what the view¬ 
ers make of the art. I feel uncomfortable to 
give it a name and to even have my name 
next to the artwork is unnecessary, because 
I don't want to impose anything that can im¬ 
pact their interaction with it,” she says. 


By doing so, the 44-year-old British 
artist, who was born in Sylhet, Bangladesh, 
and moved to the UK when she was eight, 
advocates the Barthesian argument that the 
author/artist’s work belongs to the 
reader/viewer to interpret, free from the cre- 
ator’s meaning or intent. This makes 
Begum’s work rather transportive: it tugs at 
fragments of memories, giving the viewer 
an opportunity to place one leg in the past, 
and the other firmly in the present. This du¬ 
ality in her work stems from belonging to 
two distinct cultures, British and Bengali, as 
well as traversing the land 
that lies in between tradi¬ 
tion and modernity. 

For this exhibition, 
Begum has cast a fishing 
net wide across two walls 
and the floor — it’s been 
coated with different 
colours that bleed into 
each other quite harmo¬ 
niously. “I bought the net 
when I was doing a resi¬ 
dency in Istanbul but this 
work is based on my child¬ 
hood memory of fishing in 
Bangladesh, where we’re surrounded by so 
much water. We used to go out in the boats, 
and look at how the light filtered through 
the nets, how it looked on the water. The 
work is very tactile and there’s movement in 
it because of the light. That’s what this show 
highlights: the relationship between sur¬ 
faces, light and form, and the conversations 
we can have with them,” she says. 

The interplay of light and surface has 
driven Begum’s work for a while now, in the 
form of coloured bars, folded stainless steel, 
powder-coated mesh and even drinking 
straws and UV lights. She traces her fascina¬ 
tion with light, shapes and colours to her 


I feel uncomfortable to 
give the artwork a name 
and to even have my 
name next to it is 
unnecessary, because I 
don’t want to impose 
anything that can impact 
their interaction with it 

RANA BEGUM, artist 



Rana Begum at the gallery Ganesh Shirsekar ; (above) her 2019 work Folded Grid 


childhood in Bangladesh, when she read the 
Quran five times a day, sometimes in a 
mosque near her home. “It was constmcted 
as a cube, with windows on either side and a 
water fountain at the centre—the light would 
just flood in, and I would simply stare at the 
sight for hours. For the longest time, I could¬ 
n’t connect those memories to my work, but 
once I did, my senses became more aware to 
everything around me,” she says. 

Since she burst on to the global art scene 
a few years ago, Begum’s work has been de¬ 
scribed as ‘minimalist’; the term ‘optical il¬ 
lusion’ has been used as well. She maintains 
that there is no gimmickry at all. “As you in¬ 
teract with the work, it reveals itself to you, 
just as it has to me. I don’t begin a piece with 
a set idea, because I never know the way in 
which the light will interact with the sur¬ 
face,” she says. Where Begum exercises con¬ 
trol is in the repetitive patterns that emerge 


in the works and in the exhibition as a 
whole. “I like repetition in my life, I like the 
routine and uniformity. It instills a sense of 
calm, and at the same time, I like to look for 
ways to create a chaos in the order,” she says. 

Her two children, a 10-year-old son and 
seven-year-old daughter, love being in her 
studio. “Sometimes, I give them projects — 
take 10 photos a day, select one and tell me 
about why you’ve chosen it. And what they 
come up with is fascinating, I get to see the 
world through their eyes. That’s what I hope 
I can do with people who see my work too; 
when they step out, I hope they are more 
aware of their surroundings and all the ways 
in which relationships are formed with 
spaces,” says Begum. 

The exhibition atJhaveri Contemporary, 
Colaba, Mumbai, will be heldjrom 
September 19 till November 2 


Home Truths 

Noah Baumbach raises the bar with 
Marriage Story, which will resonate most with 
couples who have done the time 




A still from Marriage Story 


EXPRESSATTIFF2019 

SHUBHRAGUPTA 


WHEN A couple is to be found ticking off a 
laundry list of what they ‘liked’ most about 
each other, it is red flags time. In Noah 
Baumbach’s deeply affecting Marriage Story, 
Charlie and Nicole are living through a frac¬ 
tious present, trying very hard for civility as 
they negotiate the debris of a failed mar¬ 
riage, which has produced a son, some great 


memories, and endless recriminations. 

Baumbach has been exceptionally as¬ 
tute in mining uncomfortable truths, and 
those unspoken in-between moments be¬ 
tween crests and troughs {The Squid and The 
Whale, Frances Ha and While We’re Young). 
His parents divorced when he was young, 
and some of that turmoil was reflected in 
his debut The Squid and The Whale. He raises 
the bar higher with Marriage Story, the 
name itself so generic as to be faintly funny, 
but you also know why he’s chosen it. Some 
marriages stutter, keel over, recover; some 
go into a state of perpetual remission; oth¬ 
ers are destined to die. It is the nature of the 
beast, and Baumbach records it with dev¬ 
astating, unflinching honesty. 

And oh, how deliciously beastly both 
Charlie (Adam Driver) and Nicole (Scarlett 
Johansson) are as they fight to retain cus¬ 
tody of their son, and their selves. Both have 
lawyers who love nothing better than a 
dirty fight. Past sexual transgressions, 


shared bank accounts, the amount of alco¬ 
hol consumption — nothing is off the table 
as Laura Dern, terrific in her take-no-pris- 
oners attitude, and the shark-like Ray Liotta, 
battle on behalf of the couple who are car¬ 
ried along as the disintegration rapidly 
moves towards dissolution. 

Even with Baumbach’s admirable abil¬ 
ity to observe without offering judgement, 


it is easy for a film like this to go wrong. To 
show a marriage going off the rails can be 
the most banal thing in the world, but the 
writing is sharp and smart, and in many 
places we see the little things that make a 
couple that special unit: at one point, in a 
roomful of people making lunch choices 
from a menu, and with Charlie dithering, 
Nicole unerringly chooses the one dish her 


husband, soon-to-be-ex, will like. She 
knows, and he knows. And that’s a moment. 

This film will resonate most with cou¬ 
ples who have done the time and are aware 
just how things can unravel, how joy can 
leach out, and anger and frustration can be¬ 
come permanent companions. What’s nice 
is that neither Driver nor Johansson ask for 
sympathy (though he can never quite un¬ 
derstand just why being self-absorbed can 
become the main deal-breaker), and that 
Johansson doesn’t play the whiny, self-pity¬ 
ing wife. Both pitch in beautifully calibrated 
performances that remind us just how easy 
it is for a marriage to go wrong, and how 
hard it is to fix it. Sometimes what won’t get 
fixed is broken irretrievably. 

I won’t be surprised if the talent from 
this bittersweet Netflix original will be read¬ 
ing out acceptance speeches at glittering 
award nights. The battle between studio- 
led movies and films that are produced by 
OTT platforms is being fought quite visibly 
at TIFF: the studio-produced films are be¬ 
ing screened at the main venue of 
Scotiabank multiplex; films from Netflix 
and Amazon are showing at the neighbour¬ 
ing Bell Light box theatres. Will this divorce 
end in a reunion? There are no clear an¬ 
swers to this thorny issue, not just yet; this 
promises to be a long, hard fight. 

Quite often, to battle mid-festival fa¬ 


tigue, you want to get away from high- 
minded cinema for something fun. Knives 
Out by Rian Johnson (who earlier directed 
The Last Jedi ), is just the antidote for grim¬ 
ness. It is a throwback to the locked-room 
whodunnits that used to be such a detec¬ 
tive story staple. Think of Knives Out as a 
gussied-up latter-day Agatha Christie mys¬ 
tery, with Daniel Craig playing a sort of 
Hercules Poirot (minus the moustache) 
who shows up to solve a murder. 

Part of the appeal of Knives Out is the set¬ 
ting. A grand old manor surrounded by pad- 
docks and forests is seething with hidden 
resentments and secrets. The wealthy 
owner (Christopher Plummer) is found 
dead in his study. Who is the killer? Could it 
be any of his middle-aged sons and daugh¬ 
ters (Jamie Lee Curtis, Don Johnson and 
Chris Evans), all of whom were dependent 
on him? Or his faithful companion and 
nurse (Ana De Armas)? 

Johnson bungs in some modern 
racism-cum-classism in the way the fam¬ 
ily treats the young companion. They 
never remember her nationality and pa¬ 
tronise her terribly all the time. But the 
idea of the film really is have a blast in giv¬ 
ing us an old-fashioned murder mystery 
solved in the most old-fashioned way — 
through the use of the old grey cells. Poirot 
would approve. 
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Arise, Sir Geoffrey 

England cricket greats Geoffrey Boycott and Andrew Strauss 
have been given knighthoods by Theresa May in her resignation 
honours list. Boycott and Strauss both received the honour for 
their services to sport after outstanding careers for England. 


Bending cricket’s law of motion 

Coaching manuals insist on economy of movement, but Smith’s technique flies in the face of convention 



An original of our times, Steve Smith follows his own rhythm and technique, and drives bowlers to distraction. Reuters 


SRIRAMVEERA 

SEPTEMBER 10 

CAN SOMEONE film Steve Smith when he is 
sleeping, please? Does he sleepwalk? Does 
he ever stay still? If you get past his bodily 
ticks — the twitches and the frenetic move¬ 
ments of a 3-year old unable to be still, you 
get to the essence of his art: the time he has to 
play a shot. Is it an illusion created by feverish 
moves that when his muscles finally calm 
down prior to meeting the ball that it seems 
he has more time? 

The stillness after the storm, creating that 
illusion but that can’t be it Just look how late he 
plays the ball, or leaves it outside off. The mil¬ 
itary-snap leave in particular, when he yanks 
the bat at the last instant, in seeming mockery 
of the bowler — the ball seems to be almost 
kissing the bat when Smith turns pmdish and 
sends it away harshly. 

And at times, it does seem he has two shots 
for a ball—usually said about many good play¬ 
ers but only the greats actually possess that. 
Not even Virat Kohli has that. Kohli’s shots are 
picture-perfect but they rarely give the impres¬ 
sion that he was toying in his mind about nu¬ 
merous possibilities: Kohli’s shot seems to be 
the best possible to that ball, executed to per¬ 
fection. That’s a tribute to him—that clarity of 
mind is what makes him excel more than say 
RohitSharma. 

Smith is different Because he watches that 
round red thing like an obsessed lover. The late 
Martin Crowe had once explained the intri¬ 
cacy involved in playing late. “To play late, you 
have the see the ball early, otherwise you are 
unsure and playing the ball too early.” 

One can see Crowe’s words come to life in 
Smith. Even as he is moving about and his 
mind is working overtime to arrive at the shot 
decision, his eyes are fixated on the ball. At 
what point in the trajectory does he decide the 
shot to play? At times he seems to decide so 
late, especially when he whisks the ball from 
middle stump to leg, raising hopes of Ibw in 
the bowlers, but he is obviously in control. 

In some sense, Smith is the most arrogant 
batsman of modern era. Not because he 
thrashes and biffs the ball — many others do it 
a lot better—but in the way he constantly un¬ 
dermines and teases the bowlers. The drive 
off the back foot. That last-instant leave. The 


casual swipe across the line as if he is flicking 
dirt off his trousers. The sudden decision to go 
inside-out to balls that he usually smears 
through the on side. 

Watching Smith bat often brings to mind 
Jacques Kallis. Not because there is any simi¬ 
larity but because they couldn’t be more dif¬ 
ferent. No one perhaps has stripped batting of 
its accoutrements like Kallis did - anything 
that was excess to the core of a shot was 
dropped off, the feet movement was precise, 
there was a sense of clinical cleanness to him; 
that was what made him great, and that was 
also why many cricket watchers remained 
aloof to that greatness. 

Kallis had made batting sterile, a remark¬ 
able non-fussiness inherent in his defence that 
made it seem as if there was no venom in what 
would have been a cracking inswinger. For his 
feet would have moved exactly how much was 
needed - not more, not less, and the bat would 
have come down in straight lines to block the 
ball dead in front. Like he would sponge out 
Zaheer Khan’s in-dippers. He almost denied 
that moment of its potential romantic battle 
that perhaps left some a touch cold. 

Rahul Dravid made struggle sexy, dragging 
the viewers into the fight with him - he would 
stretch inexorably towards the moving ball, a 
dare in itself, but Kallis didn’t do dares. He just 
did what was needed. 

Smith veers to the other extreme. He is all 
dares and there is a bit of showmanship in his 
style. An ordinary leave doesn’t suffice, he has 
to snap his bat away. A regulation straight 
drive to a middle-stump ball won’t do; he has 
to let the ball keep coming in till we jerk up, 
till the bowler’s eyes almost pop out in antic¬ 
ipation, before he would nonchalantly 
whoosh it to the leg side. Precise foot move¬ 
ment? Why such abstinence. Indulge, walk, 
nay roam, about the crease. If Kallis was the 
unemotional batsman, a sort of Hollywood’s 
Russian, Smith is pure Hollywood. Theatrical 
even when he is not playing a shot. No won¬ 
der we watch with jaws open. 

But somehow, he makes all that flashiness 
seem utilitarian. Perhaps, because he doesn’t 
have the personality that matches the stereo¬ 
type of a showman. Maybe, it will hit us when, 
one of these days, he will start the Michael 
Jackson moonwalk while awaiting the ball. 

The other day one met Sreesanth. For all 
his eccentricities, he is a good guy to talk 


Smith makes all that flashiness 
seem utilitarian. Perhaps, 
because he doesn’t have the 
personality that matches the 
stereotype of a showman. 
Maybe, it will hit us when, one of 
these days, he will start the 
Michael Jackson moonwalk 
while awaiting the ball. 


cricket with. He asked a question, rather won¬ 
dered aloud, why aren’t the bowlers bowling 
leg-cutters or the away-swinger, the one that 
lands full on a length around off and goes away 
from Smith. 

“You are never going to get him lbw, forget 
it. Never. The best ball is the one leaving him 
from the off-stump line. Where does he end 
up despite all that moving about? Off-stump or 
just outside it, right? So the leg-cutter or a good 
outswinger that moves away from the line of 
his body is still the way to do it Why aren’t they 
bowling it? That away ball can’t start from out¬ 
side off as he would not touch it. It has to start 
in his line, where he thinks about playing be¬ 
fore it moves away.” 

Why didn’t they bowl the leg-cutter? 
Perhaps, that’s Smith’s greatest achievement. 
By doing what he does, he makes the bowler 
forget the basics. He presents a moving target 
that distracts them. You aren’t going to go get 
him with bouncers too often as he moves to 
the off-stump line, the best position possible 
as the ball is almost always going to be near his 
left shoulder. He got felled by a bouncer but 
that was the one time when he froze, he did¬ 
n’t walk at all, just stood there and got knocked 
down. That’s not going to happen often unless 
he reveals hitherto unseen yips against bounc¬ 
ers. It’s best used as a surprise item to catch him 
unawares, not the staple diet. 

All easy and almost obvious, one would 
think, but somehow, incredibly, Smith makes 
the bowlers forget the basics. That’s some dev¬ 
ilish trick. Only in Smith’s case, the greatest trick 
the devil has played is not that there is no devil 
but to create an illusion that there is a devil in 
all other places. The bowlers get tired trying 
every useless trick possible to get him; the lat¬ 


est being bowling at the sixth stump outside 
off stump. Boredom can get someone like Brian 
Lara (unless he has a landmark in sight); it’s not 
going to get a batting-obsessed Smith. 
Certainly not in this comeback-from-hell year. 
Unless he has crossed 200. 

It’s not his leg-side smearing of straight de¬ 
liveries that boggles the mind as all said and 
done, we have seen many a subcontinental 
batsman do it even if Smith’s way is distinctly 
different. It might startle an Anglo-Saxon but 
it’s familiar territory to us. It’s that backfoot 
straight/off drive that bewilders. Only the 
West Indians have shown that flair in the past. 
And even with them, it was within their flair 
framework. The lithe bodies gliding back be¬ 
fore they let the hands go through the line as 
if whiplashing the ball. 

It wasn’t easy for them, of course, but they 
grew up watching batsmen from their region 
do it for generations. It sort of becomes regional 
muscle memory. Batting often works like that. 
Laxman had to follow Azhar’s wrists. 
Tendulkar had to whip the ball to leg a la 
Gavaskar. Ponting had to pull. 

Back-foot wizardry 

There is no Australian precedent to Smith’s 
back-foot wizardry. And unlike some West 
Indians proficient in that shot say Lara, his body 
doesn’t waltz similarly. The spring and coil of a 
West Indian batsman is different, more jazzy, 
beautiful, almost natural. Smith’s backfoot 
drive isn’t of the same mould. Until that bat 
starts to descend, he is as Australian as it can 
be. The back-foot-across movement and the 
arms flex all pointto an Australian firm punch, 
but suddenly, once he sees the ball is pretty full, 
he morphs. He bends his knees, lets the hands 
go through, loose-limbed and all, through the 
line. It doesn’t have the balletic rhythm of a 
Caribbean batsman but, more importantly, he 
has total control over it. It’s a shot that fetches 
him four mns and in the process he has left his 
stamp all over it: ballsy, ingenious, arrogant, 
startling, copybook-shredding, bowler left gap¬ 
ing, showmanship, great skill, and one shot that 
seems most unsuited for the occasion, for the 
position he had withdrawn to. 

In other words, pure Smith. He doesn’t 
do it as others do; he does it as he wishes to 
do. A true original of our times. The fools can 
boo all they like; the rest of us can but gape 
in admiration. 


Moving the crease, like Smith 

It’s usually the bowlers who manoeuvre the crease to create different 
angles, but Steve Smith prances and pirouettes in the crease like few 
other batsmen in history. The second innings in Old Trafford best 
illustrated his mastery of movements. 



Steve Smith is unusually still at the crease when Stuart Broad hits the 
delivery stride. He then opens up his stance, moves sideways and drags 
himself to the leg side before pulling Broad through midwicket. 


THE NON-SHUFFLE 

Usually Steve Smith makes a 
pronounced back-and-across 
trigger movement just as the 
bowler releases the delivery. He 
starts off with a middle and leg- 
stump guard, but by the time the 
ball reaches him, most of his back 
foot will be parallel to the off- 
stump while the toe will be outside 
it. When he completes the stroke, 
both his feet will be outside the line 
of the stumps. In fact, you can see 
all three stumps as he follow 
throughs. But in the frame above, 
where he was shaping up to face 
Stuart Broad during his 82 in the 
second innings at Old Trafford, 
Smith stood as still as he could at 
the crease, marginally moved his 
back foot, which is parallel to the 
middle-stump, while the front foot 
remained static, rooted to the line 
of the leg-stump, conceding an 
impression that he’s targetting the 
leg side, as is his wont. It’s as if he 
has put his a handbrake on his 
shuffle — he doesn’t twitch or 
fidget as he generally does. Only 
that he’s just playing around with 
the bowler’s line, as much as he 
does with his mind. 

UNSTILL BEAUTY 

Most classical batsmen have 
minimalistic movements. But Smith 
is all over the crease, constantly 
shuffling and shifting,this side or the 
other, in the process creating unusual 
body positions, throwing bowlers off- 
kilter. However, he maintains 
impeccable balance. He barely falls 
over or over-balances. So is his head, 
which hardly wavers, his eyes closely 
tracking the ball. Also, he plays the 
ball right behind and under his eyes. 
A wide base when too helps. 


BROAD’S SMART, 

SMITH'S SMARTER 

Second-guessing Smith’s intentions 
—a leg-side heave or a thump down 
the ground — Broad followed him 
with a shortish delivery at his body 
(or where Broad intended it to be). 

But Smith second-guessed Broad’s 
second guess, he cleared his front- 
foot away so pronouncedly that the 
curator could drive a mower through 
the space between his legs. Generally, 
the back foot remains still so that his 
base is stable, but here, as the ball 
started coming into him, he kept 
moving sideways. So massive was the 
movement that at the point the bat 
met the ball, just the toe of his back 
foot was in line with leg-stump. The 
front foot is closer to the edge of the 
leg-side line. By the time he 
completes the pull shot, he has 
swiveled so substantially that half his 
back-foot is outside the return crease, 
nearly hugging the adjoining strip, 
his body twisted almost 180-degree, 
ending up front-on with the square- 
leg umpire. Even the pull is not one 
fluid horizontal swish. It descends 
diagonally—giving him the option to 
change his plan at the last moment— 
before it gets fully horizontal. 

What I’ve learnt over the years is 
you want to limit the ways you 
get out. If you are getting out all 
different ways you start 
thinking about things and try to 
change things. I have moved so 
far across to off stump knowing 
that if the ball is outside my 
eyeline, I don’t have to play it 
and if it’s on my pads I just have 
to hit it, essentially.” 

STEVE SMITH 
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CREASE MASTER 


The mastery of crease-movements, late and decisive movements, makes Smith 
an incredibly difficult batsman to face. Validation arrived next ball. Pre¬ 
empting his leg-side shuffle, Broad ended up bowling a horrific leg-side wide. 
In the next over, against Jofra Archer, he shuffled across as he normally does, 
then opened up, conceding an impression that he was going downtown, but 
realising the length was fuller and Archer is much quicker than Broad is, he 
covers the stumps, goes deep back into the crease, crouches and digs the ball 
before wristing it through square-leg. The stumps, this time, were mostly 
covered by his pads — you could just see parts of the leg-stick. 


Warner told me he used strapping on his hand 
to accelerate deterioration of ball: Cook 



David Warner served a year-long ban from cricket for ball tampering. 


Langer wants struggling batsmen to step up 


PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA 

LONDON,SEPTEMBER10 


FORMER ENGLAND captain Alastair Cook 
has revealed in his autobiography that 
Australia opening batsman David Warner 
once told him about using the strapping on 
the hand to accelerate deterioration of the 
ball during a first-class match. 

In his book The Autobiography released 
on September 5, Cook wrote about an inci¬ 
dent after Australia won the 2017-18 Ashes 
when he and England players shared a few 
beers with the opposition team then led by 
Steven Smith. 

“David Warner, a couple of beers into his 
celebration, mentioned that he used sub¬ 
stances attached to the strapping on his hand 
to accelerate the deterioration of the ball dur¬ 
ing a first-class match,” Cook wrote in his 
book, according to The Guardian’ newspa¬ 
per. “I looked at Steve Smith who shot a glance 
that said: ‘Ooh, you shouldn’t have said that’.” 

On the Australians using sandpaper to 
tamper with the ball during the infamous 
Cape Town Test in March 2018, Cook said 
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Smith’s team had gone too far. 

“Stuart Broad sums it up pretty well and 
says they got the ball to reverse swing in that 
Ashes. Why change what you’ve been doing? 
Why suddenly use sandpaper? People know 
what was going on. But it’s been the best 


thing for Australian cricket because they re¬ 
alised it wasn’t acceptable. The win-at-all- 
costs culture they created isn’t what the 
Australian public needed or wanted. They’d 
gone too far,” wrote the prolific opening bats¬ 
man who retired last year. 


REUTERS 

SEPTEMBER 10 

AUSTRALIA COACH Justin Langer has urged 
the struggling batsmen in his team to step 
up and deliver when the final Ashes test 
against England starts at The Oval on 
Thursday. Australia took an unassailable 
2-1 lead in the five-test series following 
their 185-run win in the fourth test at Old 
Trafford and now have the chance to wrap 
up their first series win in England since 
2001, when Steve Waugh’s men won 4-1. 

The performances of Steve Smith, with 
an astronomical average of 134.2, and 
Marnus Labuschagne, combined with a 
strong showing from the bowlers, have 
minimised the impact of failures from the 
other specialist batsmen during the series. 
Travis Head, Matthew Wade, Usman 
Khawaja, Marcus Harris, Cameron Bancroft 
and David Warner have all been posted 
missing, with experienced opening bats¬ 
man Warner the worst of the lot with an 
average of 9.87. 

While safe in the knowledge that 
England cannot win the Ashes, Langer said 
Australia would not be easing off in the 
fifth test. 



You’ve still got to perform, as an 
Australian test cricketer. Whether 
or not winning the Ashes will make 
a difference, time will tell, but 
you’ve still got to perform whether 
you are young or a veteran.” 

JUSTIN LANGER 

AUSTRALIA COACH 

“You’ve still got to perform, as an 
Australian test cricketer,” he told reporters. 

“Whether or not winning the Ashes 
will make a difference, time will tell, but 
you’ve still got to perform whether you are 
young or a veteran.” 

With 671 runs from three tests, Smith 
has carried the Australian batting on his 
shoulders with some support from 
Labuschagne, who has an average of 58.2 
in the series. 

Langer called for patience with the 
young batters in the side. “He (Smith) has 
done a lot for Australian cricket for the last 
few years actually, and so has Dave 
Warner,” Langer said. 

“But we’ve also got to remember, Travis 
Head is new to test cricket, Marnus 
(Labuschagne) is new to test cricket, 


Marcus Harris is new to test cricket, 
Cameron Bancroft is new to test cricket. 

“You can’t just give them that experi¬ 
ence, they’ve got to earn that and we’re 
very thankful to have Steve batting. We’re 
lucky to have him but test cricket takes 
time. We’ve got to respect that, it takes a 
lot of time.” 

While his batsmen have been misfir¬ 
ing, Langer has no such problems with his 
fast bowling unit. Pat Cummins has played 
all four tests and is the pick of the fast 
bowlers with 24 wickets while Josh 
Hazlewood has taken 18 from three. 

The touring side have James Pattinson 
and Peter Siddle with two tests each un¬ 
der their belt in the series, and the un¬ 
capped Michael Neser is also an option. 

“We’ve James Pattinson literally jump¬ 
ing out of his skin to play the next test,” 
Langer said. 

“Peter Siddle, in those first two tests, 
was probably the standout bowler, a great 
professional and a ripping person to have 
in the team. 

“It’ll be fascinating to see how they 
(Cummins and Hazlewood) pull up ... 
whatever happens we’re lucky to have a 
couple of other guys who are raring to go 
if we need them.” 

■ ■ H 
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Gill, Saxena bat 
South Africa ‘A’ 
out of game 

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, SEPTEMBER 10 


CAPTAIN SHUBMAN Gill missed out on a 
century by 10 runs while Jalaj Saxena struck 
61 not out as India 'A' dominated the pro¬ 
ceedings on the second day of the first unof¬ 
ficial Test against South Africa 'A' here on 
Tuesday. After gaining a first innings lead of 
139 by making 303 in 87.5 overs in reply to 
South Africa A' score of 164, the home side 
bowlers yet again produced an impressive 
performance at the Greenfield stadium to re¬ 
duce the visitors at 125 for 5 at stumps. 

South Africa 'A' now trail India 'A' by 14 
runs with five second innings wickets in 
hand. The talented opener Gill (90) missed 
out on a well-deserved century, getting 
bowled by off-spinner Dane Piedt. The home 
side captain hit 13 fours and a six from the 
153 deliveries he faced. After Gill's dismissal, 
India 'A' appeared to be in danger of missing 
out on a huge lead as the middle-order failed 
to live up to expectations and succumbed to 
the Proteas bowlers, who stuck to their task. 

However, all-rounder Saxena underlined 
his utility, scoring 61 not out (96 balls, 11 
fours), with his 100-run partnership for the 
eighth wicket with Shardul Thakur (34,79 
balls) sparking the revival and ensuring that 
India 'A' got a sizeable lead. 

Resuming at the overnight 129 for 2, India 
'A' lost Ankit Bawne for the addition of just 
four runs, bowled by left-arm paceman 
Marco Jansen for 6. Gill, who was striking the 
ball beautifully and looked good to get to his 
century, was dismissed by the hard-work¬ 
ing Piedt, 10 runs short of a ton. 

Wicketkeeper-batsman KS Bharat, who 
has been a consistent performer in domestic 
cricket and for India 'A' in recent years, made 
33. Bharat played impressively and cracked five 
boundaries in his 53-ball knock, before the 
pacy Lutho Sipamla had him caught by Zubayr 
Hamza. Mumbai all-rounder Shivam Dube, 
who shone in the five-match ODIs between 
the two teams, didn't last long, nicking Lungi 
Ngidi to the keeper Heinrich Klaasen for 8. 

Karnataka all-rounder K Gowtham was 
bowled by Sipamla off the second ball he 
faced for a duck and India 'A' slipped from 
177 for 3 to 199 for 7 and the Proteas had 
made a good comeback. However, Saxena 
and Thakur responded in a positive manner 
and attacked when presented with bad de¬ 
liveries to take the game away from the vis¬ 
itors. Saxena, who started slowly, then 
opened up and hit some lovely shots while 
Thakur showed he could bat. After Thakur 
fell leg-before to Ngidi, the innings lasted 
eight more balls as Piedt dismissed Shahbaz 
Nadeem and Mohammed Siraj for ducks to 
stop India 'A' at 303 all out. 

For SA 'A', Ngidi (3 for 50) and Piedt (3 for 
84) were the best bowlers while Jansen and 
Sipamla picked up two wickets apiece. In the 
second innings too, South Africa 'A' lost the 
openers early with Siraj castling Pieter Malan 
for 4. Skipper Aiden Markram, on whom a 
lot depended, went for 4, nicking one from 
Thakur to keeper Bharat. 

Zubayr Hamza, who has played a solitary 
Test so far, showed a lot of resilience as he han¬ 
dled the India 'A' pace bowlers and spinners 
with assurance. The steady Nadeem got into 
the act to induce an edge from Khayelihle 
Zondo (10) which was taken by 
BharatSenuran Muthusamy (5) didn't stick 
around for long and became Nadeem's second 
scalp. Klaasen, who joined Hamza in the mid¬ 
dle, curbed his aggressive instincts and defied 
the India 'A' attack, helping Hamza add 42 runs. 

Hamza fell against the run of play, caught 
by Ricky Bhui off Gowtham.However, 
Klassen (35 batting) and Wiaan Mulder (12 
batting) ensured that SA 'A' didn't lose any 
further wickets till close of play. The Aiden 
Markram-led visiting side face a tough task 
of saving the game when play resumes on 
the third day on Wednesday. 

BRIEF SORES: South Africa 'A': 164 all out in 
51.5 ovs & 125 for 5 in 35 ovs (Zubayr Hamza 
44, Heinrich Klaasen 35 batting: S Nadeem 
2/13) vs India 'A': 303 all out in 87.5 ovs 
(Shubman Gill 90, Jalaj Saxena 61 not out; 
Lungi Ngidi 3/50, Dane Piedt 3/84). 


‘Member units which don’t amend 1 

constitution will not be part of BCCI’ Goinski 5-0 


COA chief Vinod Rai says an ad-hoc body will run cricket administration in such state units 



Committee of Administrators chief Vinod Rai. File 


EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 10 


WITH THE clock ticking down to October 22, 
the date for the BCCI elections, Committee 
of Administrators (COA) chairman Vinod Rai 
stressed that the recalcitrant state associa¬ 
tions will have to fall in line and amend their 
constitutions according to the Supreme 
Court's guidelines, else the cricket adminis¬ 
trators of those states will not be part of the 
BCCI’s cricket community. 

The seven non-compliant units are 
Haryana, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh 
and Uttarakhand. However, Rai believes that 
a “critical mass” is already in place for the 
process to go ahead. 

“For any election, everybody says there 
should be at least 50 per cent of those pres¬ 
ent and voting. Which means, you need a 
critical mass. We have a critical mass today. 
So if I want to opt out of it, well you opt out. 
Why opt out? Because I say that look, I don't 
conform to the Supreme Court directions or 
the Supreme Court-mandated constitution. 
I don't want to follow it? You opt out. Fair 
enough,” Rai said while speaking at The 
Indian Express Idea Exchange Programme. 

Apart from the 18 full member units that 
have amended their constitutions and reg¬ 
istered them with the BCCI, there are 10 
which are yet to submit the amended docu¬ 
ment - including major associations like 
Mumbai, Saurashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Bengal, 
Hyderabad, Maharashtra and Rajasthan. 

“I sincerely feel that we will have in the 
realm of about 32,” Rai said when asked 
about the number of member units likely to 
participate in the October 22 elections. 

One-state-one-vote, cooling-off period for 
office-bearers and barring those holding pub¬ 
lic office from positions in the BCCI or state 
associations were considered the three major 
issues on which consensus was difficult as far 
as the constitutional amendments were con¬ 
cerned, and Rai claimed that the CoA tried to 
achieve unanimity on these matters. 

“Till October 2017,1 tried to build consen¬ 
sus. I openly told them that 'look, if you feel 
one-state-one-vote is rather unfair, we also 
feel the same, and we'll take up this issue 
with the court also. Tell us which are the 
other issues which you want.' A consensus 
could not be built up. Then we started the 
process (of drafting the constitution). Then 
the court came up with the direction one 
year back saying 92 IAs (interlocutory appli¬ 
cations) have been filed, let the new amicus 


For any election, everybody says 
there should be at least 50 per 
cent of those present and 
voting. Which means, you need 
a critical mass. We have a 
critical mass today. So if I want 
to opt out of it... fair enough.” 


curiae (PS Narasimha) mediate on that. 

He's done that, he's given his report. Yet, 
people have met him, what do we do? We 
have no option (other than going ahead with 
the election process),” Rai said, stressing that 


So any state which is non- 
compliant, that state's cricket 
association will be non- 
compliant, cricket will not 
suffer. BCCI will make them 
play cricket, just the way 
Rajasthan is playing...” 


the panel had no intention to stay in their 
posts for any unnecessary period. 

However, the CoA cannot take any puni¬ 
tive action against units that don't make the 
required amendments in their constitu¬ 


tions, apart from keeping them out of the 
next dispensation that takes the helm after 
the elections. 

“We can't issue a sanction against them. 
Then he chooses not to be a member of the 
BCCI community. As good as that. See, a 
state election elects its nominee, that nom¬ 
inee becomes a part of the general body of 
the BCCI and he participates (in the elec¬ 
tion). If he is not compliant, he is not a part 
of the BCCI,” Rai said. 

However, referring to some of the deci¬ 
sions taken by the CoA since it took charge 
of BCCI affairs in early 2017, the chairman 
made it clear that a distinction will be made 
between non-compliant state units and the 
players representing them. 

“We have taken a policy decision that 
cricket will not suffer. Uttarakhand was 
formed 19 years back. But Uttarakhand as a 
state has not been given membership of the 
BCCI. Why? I don't know. We granted 
Uttarakhand membership. The moment we 
took over, we constituted a consensus com¬ 
mittee, we started making Uttarakhand play 
Ranji Trophy separately. 

“So any state which is non-compliant, 
that state's cricket association will be non- 
compliant, cricket will not suffer. BCCI will 
make them play cricket, just the way 
Rajasthan is playing (when the state associ¬ 
ation was suspended), Uttarakhand is play¬ 
ing, and Bihar was playing at one point of 
time,” he claimed. 

Politicians to demit office 

The reforms suggested by the Lodha 
committee, on whose basis the BCCI consti¬ 
tution was amended, had barred those hold¬ 
ing public office from becoming office-bear¬ 
ers in the BCCI or its state units. However, 
union home minister Amit Shah and 
Rajasthan Vidhan Sabha Speaker CPJoshi are 
still heading the state associations of Gujarat 
and Rajasthan respectively. Delhi MLA Om 
Prakash Sharma is a member of the execu¬ 
tive committee of the Delhi and District 
Cricket Association (DDCA). 

Rai said such office-bearers will have to 
step down at the next annual general meet¬ 
ing of their respective state unit. 

“It's a very valid legal issue. There are four- 
five of them. We addressed it and we went 
right up to the amicus also to check on this is¬ 
sue and we're told that their tenure is till such 
time as the AGM is held. When the AGM is 
held, they will have to demit office, all these 
people who are holding public office. In fact, 
Mr Joshi will demit office tomorrow,” the 
CoA head added. 


PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA 

EKATERINBURG, SEPTEMBER 10 

INDIA WERE off to a fine start in the World 
Men's Boxing Championships with Brijesh 
Yadav (81 kg) out-punching Poland's Maleusz 
Goinski in a brutal opening-round contest 
here on Tuesday. Yadav, a silver-medallist 
from the India Open and the Thailand Open 
earlier this year, didn't just defeat Goinski 5- 
0 but also left him with a wound on his head 
in the first and only bout of the day for India. 

Egged on to be the aggressor by the 
Indian camp, Yadav more than made up for 
his lack of pace with the sheer power of his 
punches. His rival, on the other hand, let slip 
a confident start and was barely able to stand 
when the final bell rang. 

Goinski faced two standing eight counts 
during the bout and needed medical atten¬ 
tion for a gash on his head that left him with 
a bloodied face. With Tuesday's win, Yadav 
advanced to the round of 32 where he will 
square off against Turkey's Bayram Malkan, 
who got a first-round bye. The bout is sched¬ 
uled for Sunday. Three Indian boxers Amit 
Panghal (52kg), Kavinder Singh Bisht (57kg) 
and Ashish Kumar (75kg) have received first- 
round byes in their respective categories. The 
World Championships feature more than 450 
boxers from 87 countries. It was meant to be 
an Olympic qualifier but the administrative 
mess in the International Boxing Association 
(AIBA) prompted the International Olympic 
Committee to strip it of that status. 

The tournament will be contested in the 
revised eight weight categories (52kg, 57kg, 
63 kg, 69kg, 74kg, 81kg, 91kg, +91 kg) ear¬ 
marked forTokyo 2020, instead of the tradi¬ 
tional 10 divisions. 

Chaudhary, Pal win 

Rohtak: Delhi and Haryana dominated the 
proceedings as preliminary bouts continued 
at the 3rd Junior Women's National Boxing 
Championships on Monday. Sakshi 
Chaudhary (52kg) and Ayushi Pal (54kg) kept 
alive Delhi's medal hopes while Tannu (52kg) 
and Neha (54kg) made Haryana proud with 
their wins. Sakshi was dominant in her bout 
against Assam's Aikon Mili whom she pum¬ 
melled 4-1. Ayushi was declared a winner by 
RSC in Round 1 against Orissa's Ayusmita 
Panigrahy. Amidst loud cheers from the 
home crowd, Tannu ran away to a 4-1 win 
over Maharashtra's Simran Verma. Her state- 
mate Neha was absolutely flawless in her 
contest with Uttar Pradesh's Varsha Singh 
whom she annihilated 5-0. 

Chandigarh also had a win on Day 2 of 
this tournament with Rishita(54kg) securing 
a RSC in Round 1 win over Sikkim's Tenzing 
Palmu Bhutia. 


Marijne confident of women’s team making Tokyo cut 


MIHIRVASAVDA 

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER10 

IN 2016, the Indian women's team ended a 
36-year wait to compete at the Olympics. 
Now, they will have to beat the United States 
in a two-match series to make back-to-back 
appearances at the Games for the first time. 
It's hard to think of two more evenly- 
matched teams competing in a winner- 
takes-all tie - this is like South Africa and 
New Zealand squaring off on a cricket field 
or, say, Mexico facing Colombia in a high- 
stakes football match. 

“It is difficultto say if it is 50-50 or60-40 (in 
India's favour) or 40-60 (in USA's),” Sjoerd 
Marijne, the women's team coach, says. “If I 
think about the US, the first thing that comes 
to my head is that they are physically strong. 
They played a lot of matches in the Pro League 
so the players have a lot of experience via those 
matches. That would definitely help them.” 

It's the only conceivable advantage the 
USA enjoy over India, and Marijne is quick to 


point that out. “It's not that I feel we are not 
(strong physically), because we did yo-yo 
tests on Monday and it's amazing what we 
ran. So we will be equals in that part. Then 
it's about skills, and we are good in that too,” 
he says. 

It's only natural for Marijne to talk up his 
team. But there's an element of genuineness 
to his claims. Eighteen months ago, India 
would have been underdogs against USA, a 
team that finished fifth in Rio and narrowly 
missed out on a medal in the 2014 World 
Cup. However, as the men's team dished out 
disappointing performances - failing to 
medal at the Commonwealth Games, losing 
in the semifinals of the Asian Games, exit¬ 
ing the World Cup in quarterfinals - the 
women have silently worked their way up; 
not quite world beaters or medal prospects 
yet, but a team that constantly punches 
above its weight. 

The first signs of resurgence were seen at 
the World Cup last year, where India came 
closer than ever to qualifying for the semifi¬ 
nals. An Asian Games gold eluded them but 



Indian women’s hockey team coach 
Sjoerd Marijne. File 


the fact that they won a silver for the first 
time in two decades was further proof of re¬ 
covery after spending years in the shadow of 
men's team. 

This year, the women have lost just two 


matches out of the 23 they've played (15 
wins, 6 draws). Although a chunk of those 
matches were friendlies, and some were 
against inferior sides, there have been some 
eye-catching results against quality teams 
like Australia, Spain and a bunch of Asian 
countries, including China and 2020 
Olympics hosts Japan. 

Martial arts as a tool 

Results, however, are just one way of 
looking at things. A more visible improve¬ 
ment has been in the body language, which 
has been far more aggressive, and strength 
players have shown during matches — a 
change Marijne attributes to a curious addi¬ 
tion to the routine: taekwondo. 

The martial art, Marijne says, was intro¬ 
duced to the training routine this year to 
make the players, who had a reputation of 
being timid, aggressive and also improve 
their core strength. “Taekwondo is for aggres¬ 
sion and improving core stability, which 
helps us in defending better. If, as a defender, 
your balance is not right, you will get beaten. 


Just like in taekwondo, where if you are im¬ 
balanced, you will get hit. And of course, it 
also has helped them improve their defence,” 
Marijne says. 

Not just the physical aspect, Marijne says 
greater attention has been paid to deal with 
the confidence crisis the players frequently 
go through. “Most common problem the 
girls face is (lack of) self-confidence. Some of 
the girls feel a lot of pressure before the 
match. A few feel pressure from the family,” 
Marijne says. “Wayne Lombard (physio) and 
Priyanka, who is the psychologist, have been 
working very hard to improve the perform¬ 
ance levels.” 

The peak performance pressure, Marijne 
knows, will be felt on November 1 and 2, 
when the team takes on USA in the do-or- 
die matches in Bhubaneswar. All the claims 
of improvement will mean little if India do 
not make the cut for Tokyo Olympics. “We 
are well prepared for the matches. Then 
again, it's sport,” he says. “Of course there 
will be pressure. But without pressure, it will 
be boring.” 


[SPORTS BAR] 



Shakib takes blame for 
Afghan loss 


Bangladesh skipper Shakib A1 Hasan has 
taken full responsibility for their shocking 
home defeat to test rookies Afghanistan in 
the one-off match at Chattogram and says 
it would be best if someone else took over 
the captaincy. The 32-year-old all-rounder, 
widely regarded as the best cricketer 
Bangladesh has ever produced, took the test 
captaincy in 2017 from Mushfiqur Rahim 
for his second stint at the helm after leading 
them between 2009 and 2011. War-torn 
Afghanistan, playing only their third match 
after being inducted as a test-playing na¬ 
tion two years ago, completed a famous vic¬ 
tory by defeating Bangladesh by 224 runs 
with 3.2 overs left on the final day on 
Monday. 


Rahul, Ashmita lose in 
qualifying round 

Rahul Yadav Chittaboina and Ashmita Chaliha 
failed to make it to the main draw of the 
Vietnam Open BWFTour Super 100. In the 
qualifiers, Rahul made a positive start, beating 
Taipei's Su Li Yang 21-16 21-14 before losing 
24-2615-21 to Japan's Shota Omoto in the sec¬ 
ond round. In women's singles qualification 
round, Ashmita lost 13-2116-21 to China's Wei 
Ya Xin to bow out. On Wednesday, Siril Verma 
will face Malaysia's Iskandar Zulkamain and 
Siddharth Pratap Singh crosses swords with 
Jia Wei Tan of Malaysia in men's singles. Sai 
Uttejitha Rao Chukka takes on Asuka 
Takahashi of Japan, Vmshali Gummadi squares 
off against Korea's Sim Yu Jin and Riya 
Mookerjee meets Chinese Taipei's Pai Yu Po in 
women's singles main draw. 

Team to tour Belgium 
before Russia match 

Indian men's hockey captain Manpreet 
Singh on Tuesday said that his team will 
tour Belgium to prepare for the Olympic 
qualifiers match against Russia. In a 
favourable draw, the Indian men's team 
was on Monday pitted against lower- 
ranked Russia in the final round of the 
Tokyo Olympics qualifiers. The men's team 
will play back-to-matches against Russia 
in Bhubaneswar on November 1 and 2 to 
make it to the Tokyo Games. 



High jumper Tejaswin Shankar informed AFI that he’s not in the best shape. 


Tejaswin to abstain from World Championships 

High jumper Tejaswin Shankar has conveyed his inability to compete in the World 
Championships to be held in Doha from September 27, the Athletics Federation of India 
said on Tuesday. In a communication to the AH on Tuesday, the US-based Tejaswin said 
he was in his off-season and not in jumping shape yet and hence declined to compete in 
Doha. Though he missed the qualifying standard (2.30m) by two centimeters, the 20- 
year-old Delhi athlete made the grade by virtue of being among the IAAFTop Performance 
List as he is ranked 39th in the world. The World Championships can have a maximum of 
32 competitors in high jump. “We would have liked him to compete in Doha and gain the 
experience of the big stage, but we respect his decision to decline the invitation. We hope 
he will train hard and remain injury-free and be a part of the Indian squad in the Olympic 
Games in Tokyo next year," said AFI President Adille Sumariwalla. 


Man City assemble first 
billion-euro squad 

Premier League champions Manchester City 
are the first team to have spent more than €1 
billion ($1.1 billion) to assemble their squad, a 
study has shown. Data from the Swiss-based 
CIES Football Observatory showed that City 
have spent 1.014 billion euros on their current 
squad. French champions Paris St-Germain 
were second having spent 913 million euros 
and Spain's Real Madrid were third with 902 
million euros. Manchester United (751 million 
euros) have the second-most expensive squad 
in the Premier League followed by Champions 
League winners Liverpool (639 million euros). 
The Premier League average was 345 million 
euros, it said. At the other end of the scale, 
Germany's Paderbom had the cheapest squad 
in the study (4 million euros). 

Barty qualifies for WTA 
Finals in Shenzhen 

World number one Ash Barty has become the 
first player to qualify for the season-ending 
WTA Finals in Shenzhen, the WTA Tour has 
said. The 23-year-old, who won her maiden 
Grand Slam title at the French Open this year, 
will be making her singles debut in the Oct 27- 
Nov. 3 Finals, which offer $14 million in prize 
money."It's been a goal from the very start of 
the year to qualify for the WTA Finals," Barty 
told the WTA. 


Mkhitaryan not 
bothered by pay cut 

Deadline-day signing Henrikh Mkhitaryan 
says he didn't even think twice about a mas¬ 
sive salary reduction before joining Roma in 
a loan deal from Arsenal. Mkhitaryan says, “I 
got a call from my agent and I wanted to 
come, because it was a great opportunity for 
me. I didn't even have a discussion with my 
agent about money.” Speaking at 
Mkhitaryan's presentation on Tuesday, Roma 
sporting director Gianluca Petrachi stressed 
that the attacking midfielder accepted re¬ 
duced pay. Mkhitaryan will reportedly earn 
3 million euros ($3.3 million) this season 
with 1 million euros in potential bonuses, 
less than half of what he was making at 
Arsenal.Mkhitaryan says dwindling playing 
time at Arsenal spurred the move. 
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Impassable Gurpreet makes it possible 


India ’keeper makes at least a dozen saves to help India hold Asian champions Qatar in World Cup qualifier 



Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, who took the captain’s armband in the absence of Sunil Chettri, recorded one of his best performances. 


India, ranked 103 in the world, entered the contest as massive 
underdogs against the hosts of the 2022 World Cup, ranked 41 
places above them. This has been Qatar's coming-of-age year, with 
their young side winning their maiden continental championship 
and then giving a good account of themselves in the Copa America. 


Arrested for entering 
stadium, Iran female 
fan immolates self 



Women in Iran are banned from stadiums when men’s teams are playing. 


MIHIR VASAVDA 

SEPTERMBER10 


GOALKEEPER AND stand-in captain 
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu pulled off almost a 
dozen saves to help India nick an unlikely 
point off Asian champions Qatar, at their 
home, in the 2022 World Cup and 2023 
Asian Cup joint qualifiers on Tuesday. 

The match, for large durations, ap¬ 
peared like a defending drill at a training 
ground with Qatar attacking India from all 
sides, muscling past the midfielders and 
slipping in behind the defence, to create a 
host of goal-scoring chances. But their 
headers flew over the crossbar, hit the goal¬ 
post and on the occasions they managed to 
get a shot on target, were denied by Sandhu 
who recorded one of his finest perform¬ 
ances for the national team to guide India 
to a 0-0 draw. 

India, ranked 103 in the world, entered 
the contest as massive underdogs against 
the hosts of the 2022 World Cup, ranked 41 
places above them. This has been Qatar's 
coming-of-age year, with their young side 
winning their maiden continental cham¬ 
pionship and then giving a good account of 
themselves in the Copa America, where 
they were one of two guest teams. 

Led by striker Almoez Ali, their attack 
in particular has been unstoppable this 
year. Before Tuesday, only Colombia, Brazil 
and Argentina had stopped Qatar from 
scoring in 2019. Before kick-off, the talk 
mainly was about the margin that Qatar 
would win by. That they would claim all 
three points seemed a foregone conclusion, 
especially because India were without cap¬ 
tain Sunil Chhetri, who was down with 
fever, and industrious forward Ashique 
Kuruniyan. 

Realistic about their abilities, India's 
plan going into the match seemed straight¬ 
forward: frustrate the Qataris for as long as 
possible and hope to catch them on the 
counterattack, using winger Udanta Singh's 
pace on the right. 

That pattern played out from the first 
whistle. Qatar rolled over India's midfield, 
pushing them deep into their own half. 
Their quick passing and interplay puzzled 
the Indians, who were routinely unable to 
read most moves Qatar initiated. In fact, 
there was very little Qatar did wrong - 
apart from sloppiness in front of goal. 


Sandeshjhingan and Adil Khan, the two 
centre-backs, did their bit in closing down 
angles and forcing the strikers wide. But 
that hardly seemed to bother Qatar as 
Hasan A1 Haydos, Yusuf Abdurisag and 
Assim Madibo wrecked havoc around the 
Indian penalty area with their stunning off- 
the-ball moves. However, Sandhu was in 
inspired form and had to deal with 14 goal¬ 
scoring opportunities created by the hosts 
in the first half. 


After somehow keeping the scoreline 
0-0 at half time, India began the second pe¬ 
riod with a little more intent. The midfield¬ 
ers were able to assert themselves better. 
Rowllin Borges started winning the second 
balls more frequently while Sahal Abdul 
Samad, rated as one of India's best young 
midfielders, was not shy to show off his 
skills, and tried to dribble past one or two 
Qataris to release Udanta on the right. 

The intent to counter Qatar using 


Udanta's pace was a refreshing change in 
strategy after the first half where India 
were forced to go on an ultra-defensive 
mode. India had three half-chances to 
score, all in the second half. 

First, Udanta tried to find striker Manvir 
Singh - who started in place of Chhetri - 
with a low cross that sailed in front of the 
goal, but Manvir could not reach it. The 
Bengaluru FC winger then had a go himself 
from just outside the box, but his left¬ 
footed shot curled over the cross bar. Soon 
after, Sahal's snap-shot went narrowly 
wide off the goalpost. 

Apart from these attempts, India did not 
trouble Qatar, who continued to pile pres¬ 
sure on India. Somehow, though, India 
hung on to the clean sheet - only their sec¬ 
ond of the year - to record a draw that feels 
like a win. 


REUTERS 

DUBAI,SEPTEMBER10 


A FEMALE Iranian soccer fan who set herself 
on fire last week after being arrested for 
sneaking into a stadium dressed as a man has 
died from her injuries, causing widespread 
outrage. The semi-official Shafaqna news 
agency said the woman - dubbed "Blue Girl" 
online for her favorite team Esteghlal's col¬ 
ors - died at hospital on Monday after her 
self-immolation outside a court where she 
feared being jailed for six months. 

Iranian women have been banned from 
stadiums when men’s teams are playing 
since just after the 1979 Islamic revolution, 
though foreign women have been allowed 
limited access. "What happened to Sahar 
Khodayari is heartbreaking," Philip Luther, 
Amnesty International’s Middle East re¬ 
search and advocacy director, said in a state¬ 
ment among many expressions of dismay 
over the fate of Khodayari, who was about 
30-years-old. "Her only 'crime' was being a 
woman in a country where women face dis¬ 
crimination that is entrenched in law and 
plays out in the most horrific ways imagina¬ 
ble in every area of their lives, even sports," 
Luther said. 

Iran rejects Western criticism of its hu¬ 
man rights record as politically motivated 
and based on a lack of understanding of its 
Islamic laws. Soccer’s governing body FIFA, 


Football's governing body FIFA, 
which has been pressuring Iran 
over the ban, regretted the 
"tragedy" of Khodayari's death. 


which has been pressuring Iran over the ban, 
regretted the "tragedy" of Khodayari's death. 

"FIFA convey our condolences to the fam¬ 
ily and friends of Sahar and reiterate our calls 
on the Iranian authorities to ensure the free¬ 
dom and safety of any women engaged in 
this legitimate fight to end the stadium ban 
for women in Iran," it added in a statement. 

Italian club Roma spoke up in solidarity 
with Khodayari. 

"#ASRoma is yellow & red but today our 
heart bleeds blue for Sahar Khodayari. The 
beautiful game is meant to unite us, not di¬ 
vide us," it tweeted. "Now it’s time for every¬ 
one in Iran to be allowed to enjoy football 
matches together. RIP#BlueGirl." 

After FIFA asked for a timeline, an Iranian 
Sports Ministry official said in August that 
women fans would be allowed to attend a 
men’s soccer World Cub qualifying match in 
October. Some called for FIFA to take a 
tougher line. "@FIFAcom. Let's see if you have 
the guts just for once to stand against 
women's rights violation in Iran," wrote one 
person with the Twitter handle 
@IranLionness 


- BRIEFLY - 

Schumacher in Paris 
forcelltherapy 

The stricken seven-time Formula One 
world champion Michael Schumacher 
is in Paris' Georges-Pompidou hospital 
for cell therapy surgery, according to 
French daily Le Parisien. The Paris hos¬ 
pitals department contacted by AFP, re¬ 
fused to confirm or deny the news cit¬ 
ing medical privacy laws. But according 
to Le Parisien, the 50-year-old German 
is in the cardiovascular department 
overseen by surgeon Philippe 
Menasche, described as a 'pioneer in 
cell surgery against heart failure'. 
Schumacher will receive stem cells to 
obtain an anti-inflammatory effect 
throughout his system, Le Parisien sug¬ 
gests. "The treatment will begin on 
Tuesday morning and (he will) leave 
the establishment on Wednesday," said 
Le Parisien. 

Cyclist Ronaldo 
rewrites Asian record 

India's Ronaldo Laitonjam continued 
his impressive run, creating an Asian 
record while also winning a gold medal 
at the Track Asia Cup cycling competi¬ 
tion in Delhi on Tuesday. After winning 
two gold medals on day one on 
Monday the junior world champion 
team member created an Asian record 
in men's junior 200m time trial event 
and later won a gold medal in the jun¬ 
ior men's sprint event on Tuesday. 
Ronaldo clocked 10.065 seconds in the 
qualifying round of200m time trial to 
break the previous record held by 
China's Liu Qi who had completed the 
race in 10.149 seconds in 2018. 

11 Russians cleared 
ahead of Worlds 

Two Olympic gold medalists from 
Russia were refused clearance 
Tuesday to compete as neutral ath¬ 
letes at the upcoming track world 
championships. High jumper Anna 
Chicherova and race walker Elena 
Lashmanova, who have both served 
doping bans, were among 18 
Russians rejected by the IAAF, the 
country's track federation said. In a 
separate statement, the IAAF said it 
cleared 11 other Russians to com¬ 
pete. The world championships start 
in Doha, Qatar, on Sept. 27. Other 
athletes with prior doping sanctions, 
including 400-meter runner 
Antonina Krivoshapka, 800 runner 
Ekaterina Poistogova and former 
world indoor triple jump champion 
Ekaterina Koneva, were also rejected. 


Belgium, Netherlands 
keep foot on pedal 


AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 

PARIS,SEPTEMBER10 


BELGIUM AND the Netherlands both cruised 
to 4-0 wins over Scotland and Estonia re¬ 
spectively in Euro 2020 qualifying on 
Monday while Germany claimed a crucial 
victory over Northern Ireland in their bid to 
qualify for next year's finals. Roberto 
Martinez's Belgium, the world-number-one 
ranked side, were not at their best but still 
swatted aside a poor Scotland outfit at 
Hampden Park to make it six wins from as 
many matches in Group I. 

Inter Milan striker Romelu Lukaku gave 
the visitors the lead in Glasgow in only the 
ninth minute with his Belgian record-extend¬ 
ing 49th international goal. 

Defenders Thomas Vermaelen and Toby 
Alderweireld ended the game as a contest 
with less than 32 minutes on the clock. 

Manchester City midfielder Kevin De 
Bruyne, who had assisted each of the first 
three goals, completed the scoring himself 
with eight minutes remaining. 

"It was not a world-class performance, we 
just did what we had to do," said Belgium cap¬ 
tain De Bruyne."We had a tough start but af 
ter our first goal, we had more control and 
Scotland did not get many chances." Belgium, 
who finished third at last year's World Cup, 
are now 11 points clear of third-placed 
Kazakhstan at the summit of their group with 
the top two automatically qualifying and only 
four games to play. "We knew that with a win 
we would almost certainly qualify, and that 
is most important," added De Bruyne. 

Russia remain in pole position to progress 
from Group I with Belgium, after Mario 
Fernandes' 89th-minute winner sealed a 1- 
0 win over Kazakhstan which moved 
Stanislav Cherchesov's men eight points 
ahead of their beaten opponents. 

Dutch double for Babel 

he Netherlands backed up their stunning 
4-2 win over Germany in Hamburg last Friday 
by thrashing Estonia in Tallinn, as Ryan Babel 
scored his maiden international 
double.Memphis Depay, making his 50th 
Netherlands appearance, grabbed the third 
goal, with Liverpool's Georginio Wijnaldum 
also finding the net. 

Ronald Koeman's side still have work to 
do to reach a first major finals since making 
the 2014 World Cup semi-finals, though, as 
they trail second-placed Northern Ireland 
by three points in Group C, albeit with a 
game in hand. The Euro 1988 winners next 
host the Northern Irish on October 10 in a 
crucial encounter. 

"I'm no longer one of the younger players 
in the team, so I try to compensate for the loss 
of speed by using my experience," the 32- 
year-old Babel told NOS TV. 



Georginio Wijnaldum scored a goal in 
Netherlands’s 4-0 win over Scotland. 


Germany lead the group standings after 
edging to a nervy 2-0 victory in Belfast. 

Marcel Halstenberg's brilliant volley broke 
the deadlock shortly after half-time in a tense 
encounter, and Serge Gnabry gave Joachim 
Loew's men breathing space in injury-time. 
"After the defeat against Holland, we were 
under pressure today and had to overcome 
some difficulties," said Germany boss Loew. 

Croatia stumble 

Earlier on Saturday Croatia suffered a set¬ 
back in their qualifying campaign as they 
were held to a 1-1 draw by Azerbaijan in Baku. 
The 2018 World Cup mnners-up took an early 
lead through a Luka Modric penalty, but the 
hosts hit back with Tamkin Khalilzade's bril¬ 
liant 72nd-minute equaliser to claim their 
first point in Group E. 

Leaders Croatia are only ahead of third- 
placed Hungary who they host on October 
10, by one point, with Slovakia second on 
head-to-head record after winning 2-1 in 
Budapest. Wales are three points further back, 
but having played a game fewer. 

"It wasn't a good match for us, espe¬ 
cially the second half when we didn't take 
any chances," coach Zlatko Dalic told tele¬ 
vision channel HRT. 

Azerbaijan, coached by Croatian Nikola 
Jurcevic, remain rooted to the foot of the table. 

Elsewhere, North Macedonia kept their 
hopes of reaching a maiden major tourna¬ 
ment alive with a 2-0 win in Latvia. 

The Balkan nation sit fourth in Group G, 
but are only three points behind second- 
placed Slovenia after their dramatic 3-2 win 
over Israel, with Austria two points better off 
in third following a goalless stalemate at 
leaders Poland. 
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